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Fred  Y.  Clark  New  League  President 

Mr.  Fred  Y.  Clark,  The  Executive  Vice  President  and  General  Manager  of  Sterl- 
ing Sugars,  Inc.  of  Franklin,  LA,  has  been  elected  the  34th  President  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Mr.  Clark  succeeds  Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr.  of 
Thibodaux,  who  served  as  League  President  for  the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  native  of  Louisiana  and  graduate  of  Northwestern  State  Univer- 
sity in  Natchitoches,  Louisiana  is  a  Certified  Public  Accountant  who  has  been 
directly  involved  in  the  sugar  industry  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Clark  and  his  wife  Nell  live  in  Franklin  and  are  the  parents  of  three 
children. 

In  addition  to  President  Clark,  the  Board  elected  the  following  persons  to  serve 
as  officers  for  the  following  year: 

William  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  La 1st  Vice-President 

Daniel  Viator,  Youngsville,  La 2nd  Vice-President 

Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La 3rd  Vice-President 

Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La 4th  Vice-President 

Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C 5th  Vice-President 

Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  La Treasurer 

F.  A.  Graugnard,  Jr.,  St.  James,  La Secretary 

In  addition  to  President  Clark  and  the  above  officers,  the  following  persons 
were  elected  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  La.  Lloyd  Lauden,  New  Orleans,  La. 

J.  G.  Beaud,  New  Roads,  La.  D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 

Ramon  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  La.  Jerome  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Joseph  E.  Boudreaux,  Thibodaux,  La.  J.  Randolph  Roane,  Jeanerette,  La. 

P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr.,  Franklin,  La.  R.  L.  Roane,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 

Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  La.  Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 

Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  La.  Jim  Rodriguez,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 

Andrew  Gay,  Plaquemine,  La.  Raphael  Rodriguez,  Jr.,  Franklin,  La. 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La.  Harold  Schexnayder,  White  Castle,  La. 

Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  la.  Edward  T.  Supple,  Bayou  Goula,  La. 
R.  Charles  Hodson,  Jr.,  New  Orleans,  La.      Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Roddy  Hulett,  Franklin,  La.  James  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 

Kenneth  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  La.  John  Thibaut,  Napoleonville,  La. 

Denis  Lanaux,  Killona,  La.  Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  La. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

HARVESTING  FOR  THE  BEST  QUALITY  AND 
LOWEST  DEXTRAN  LEVEL 


The  harvest  season  is  now  upon  us 
and  it  is  time  for  all  growers  to  think 
about  delivering  the  highest  quality 
cane  to  the  factory.  This  means  using 
the  same  words  we  have  always 
preached  to  the  industry  and  that  is 
"fresh  cane".  During  warm  weather, 
cane  can  lose  quality  and  dry  out  rapid- 
ly. Tests  over  many  years  have  shown 
real  losses  in  tonnage  simply  due  to  dry- 
ing out.  There  may  be  some  rise  in  pol 
or  sucrose  as  the  cane  loses  water  but 
generally  there  is  such  a  loss  in  weight 
that  the  grower  really  does  not  come  out 
ahead.  Now  with  the  use  of  penalties  by 
refiners  to  raw  sugar  mills  for  cane  that 
has  risen  above  a  certain  level  of  dex- 
tran,  growers  must  guard  against 
delivering  stale  cane. 

Tests  conducted  last  year  by  this 
author  and  Dr.  Ben  Legendre  of  the 
USDA  Station  in  Houma,  indicated  as 
others  have  shown,  that  dextran  builds 
up  very  rapidly  in  stored  cane  during 
the  early  days  of  grinding  when 
temperatures  are  in  the  80 's  and  90's. 
This  buildup  of  dextran  is  especially 
quick  in  cane  that  has  been  mashed  or 
mangled.  Cane  that  every  grower 
scrapes  up  from  around  the  transloader 
or  cane  that  has  been  rolled  over  by  the 
front  end  loaders  in  the  mill  yard  will 
build  up  very  high  levels  of  dextran  in 
just  one  or  two  days.  This  cane  needs  to 
be  ground  and  processed  quickly. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  the  harvest 
season  during  warm  temperatures,  it  is 
expecially  important  that  growers  not 
cut  cane  ahead  of  the  mill  starting  date 
by  more  than  one  or  two  days.  It  is  im- 
portant that  those  growers  who 
transload  cane  not  build  a  big  stack 
(which  can  cause  high  temperatures 


within  that  stack)  which  might  last  for 
several  days.  It  is  important  that  the 
mill  and  the  grower  both  know  exactly 
what  the  other  is  doing  so  that  only 
enough  cane  is  cut  and  stored  for  what 
the  mill  can  grind.  It  is  important  that 
damaged  cane  (lodged  cane  that  is 
broken  up,  cane  that  is  rolled  over,  or 
cane  that  is  scraped  up  from  around  the 
transloader  stack)  be  delivered  and  pro- 
cessed quickly.  It  is  important  that  the 
mill  not  try  to  have  more  cane  delivered 
than  what  they  are  capable  of  grinding 
in  the  first  few  days  when  unexpected 
breakdowns  often  occur. 

Some  of  these  practices  are  not  easy 
to  do  when  growers  are  cutting  black 
land  early  and  are  trying  to  beat  the 
weather  and  rains  which  may  or  may 
not  fall.  However,  it  is  essential  that 
growers  and  mills  try  their  best  to  ac- 
complish as  many  of  these  good  practices 
as  possible  in  order  to  avoid  dextran 
penalties  which  will  hurt  everyone's 
pocket  book  at  the  end  of  the  year  when 
this  sugar  is  sold  to  the  refiner. 

If  growers  and  processors  can  learn 
how  to  manage  their  harvesting  and 
delivery  practices  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  they  can  surely  do  them  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  Once  the  weather 
cools  down  in  the  middle  and  later  parts 
of  the  harvest  season,  the  problem  with 
dextran  decreases.  Then  the  main  con- 
cern becomes  damaged  cane  or  cane  af- 
fected by  a  freeze. 

HARVEST  SCHEDULE 

All  growers  should  have  a 
harvesting  schedule  in  mind  as  they 
begin  the  grinding  season.  Normally  all 

Continued  on  page  10) 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 


GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg  TMs  of  Bayer  AG  Leverkusen 
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Mobay  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


REVIEW  OF  SUGAR  IMPORT 

QUOTA  FILED  IN 

FEDERAL  REGISTER 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  fil- 
ed its  annual  review  of  the  sugar  import 
quota  in  the  Federal  Register  on 
September  1,  1987.  The  review  is  re- 
quired by  law  and  is  used  to  determine 
whether  or  not  the  import  quota  system 
established  by  Presidential  Proclama- 
tion on  May  5,  1982  should  be  con- 
tinued. The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has 
determined,  in  consultation  with  other 
concerned  agencies,  that  the  current 
system  should  continue  in  operation. 
The  key  factors  in  making  this  deter- 
mination were  continued  depressed 
world  prices  in  relation  to  the  domestic 
price,  and  continued  excess  world  end- 
ing stocks. 

If  it  had  been  determined  that  the 
current  system  did  not  " .  .  .  give  due 
consideration  to  the  interests  in  the 
United  States  sugar  market  of  domestic 
producers  and  materially  affected  con- 
tracting parties  to  the  General  Agree- 
ment on  Tariffs  and  Trade','  the  current 
system  would  have  been  terminated  as 
of  the  first  day  of  October  following  that 
determination.  The  current  system 
would  have  been  replaced  with  a  6.9 
million  short  ton  quota  operating  on  a 
fiscal  year  basis. 

FARM  CREDIT  BILL  TO  BE 
CONSIDERED  BY  HOUSE 

The  House  of  Representatives  is 
scheduled  to  consider  the  farm  credit  bill 
in  mid-September.  House  Speaker  Jim 
Wright  (D-Tex.)  said  the  bill  is  among 
major  legislation  that  will  pass  the 
House  "before  the  leaves  fall".  Wright 
also  predicted  the  House  would  be  able 
to  override  any  veto  of  FCS  aid  package. 


The  House  Agriculture  Committee  com- 
pleted the  farm  credit  bill  just  before  the 
August  recess.  The  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee  also  has  been  working  on  its 
version  of  a  farm  credit  bill. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  September  Crop  Production 
report  forecasting  sugarcane  production 
for  sugar  and  seed  in  1987  at  31.4 
million  tons,  unchanged  from  the 
August  1  forecast  but  up  4  percent  from 
the  1986  crop.  The  increase  from  a  year 
ago  reflects  an  increase  in  the  area  to  be 
harvested.  Area  for  harvest,  at  823,000 
acres,  is  3  percent  above  last  year. 
Average  yield  is  forecast  at  38.1  tons  per 
acre,  same  as  a  year  ago. 

Sugarbeet  production  is  forecast  at 
27.0  million  tons,  up  7  percent  from  last 
year  but  virtually  unchanged  from  the 
August  1  forecast.  Compared  with  a 
year  ago,  the  larger  production  is  the 
combined  result  of  increased  acreage 
and  higher  yields.  Expected  area  to  be 
harvested,  at  1.25  million  acres,  is  5  per- 
cent greater  than  1986.  Yields  are  ex- 
pected to  average  21.7  tons  per  acre,  up 
0.5  of  a  ton  from  the  previous  year. 
Estimates  by  states  are  as  follows: 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  6) 


SUGARBEETS 

AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

188.0 

215.0 

25.7 

25.5 

4,669 

4,832 

5,483 

COLO 

37.2 

36.8 

23.9 

23.0 

46 

889 

846 

IDAHO 

160.0 

161.0 

26.0 

26.5 

3,496 

4,160 

4,267 

MICH 

110.0 

140.0 

20.8 

20.0 

2,325 

2,288 

2,800 

MINN 

311.0 

310.0 

16.7 

19.0 

5,088 

5,194 

5,890 

MONT 

47.0 

49.2 

21.7 

22.0 

811 

1,020 

1,082 

NEBR 

59.0 

56.6 

23.5 

22.0 

1,229 

1,387 

1,245 

NMEX 

2/ 

.5 

2/ 

22.0 

2/ 

2/ 

11 

NDAK 

163.8 

164.0 

17.9 

18.0 

2,423 

2,932 

2,952 

OHIO 

15.0 

16.0 

20.6 

19.0 

258 

309 

304 

OREG 

12.8 

13.3 

30.0 

29.0 

319 

384 

386 

TEX 

37.0 

32.0 

22.4 

22.0 

833 

829 

704 

WYO 

50.5 

53.9 

19.8 

20.0 

1,032 

1,000 

1,078 

US 

1,191.3 

1,248.3 

21.2 

21.7 

22,529 

25,224 

27,048 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED 
SPRING  PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CALIF.    2/  NOT  ESTIMATED. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

FLA 

405.0        415.0 

33.2           34.5 

13,117       13,446       14,317 

HAW 

90.2          88.0 

95.2           97.5 

8,129        8,587         8,580 

LA 

270.0        285.0 

27.3          26.0 

6,006         7,371         7,410 

TEX 

31.0          35.3 

29.3           31.0 

961            907         1,094 

US 

796.2        823.3 

38.1            38.1 

28,213       30,311       31,401 

CROP  PRODUCTION 
SEPTEMBER  1987 
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AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
NASS,  USDA 
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DEXTRAN  AND  THE  LOUISIANA 
SUGAR  INDUSTRY 


The  following  is  a  list  of  common 
questions  that  a  farmer  may  have  con- 
cerning dextran  and  the  answers  to 
these  questions.  Additional  information 
can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  Lou- 
isiana Cooperative  Extension  Service  in 
your  parish. 

What  is  Dextran? 

Dextran  is  a  jelly-like  substance  pro- 
duced by  the  activity  of  the  bacteria 
(Leuconostoc  mesenteroides)  when  they 
come  into  contact  with  sucrose.  They 
change  sucrose  into  dextran,  the  amount 
depending  on  amount  of  bacteria  pre- 
sent and  other  factors  such  as  time, 
temperature  and  humidity. 

Why  is  it  a  Problem? 

Dextran  interferes  with  the  production 
of  sugar.  In  a  raw  sugar  house  it  causes 
a  slow  down  in  factory  operation  and 
decreased  sugar  recoveries.  It  can  affect 
the  shape  of  the  sugar  crystals.  Some  of 
the  dextran  that  is  found  in  juice  passes 
into  the  raw  sugar  and  is  sent  to  the 
refiner.  At  the  refinery  it  causes  the 
same  problems  that  are  found  in  the  raw 
sugar  house.  Dextran  will  then  be  found 
in  the  refined  sugar,  where  at  low  levels, 
in  the  vicinity  of  1  part  in  5000  (200 
parts  per  million),  it  causes  quality  pro- 
blems to  the  refiner's  customers. 

Where  is  it  formed? 

Dextran  will  be  formed  anywhere  the 
bacteria  find  sucrose  solutions  and 
favorable  growth  conditions. 

Where  are  the  bacteria  found? 

These  bacteria  are  normally  found  in 


the  soil.  Infection  is  possible  anyplace 
sucrose  comes  into  contact  with  the  soil 
or  dust  particles. 

What  are  the  favorable  conditions 
for  dextran  formation? 

Temperatures  between  50  and  95F,  and 
high  humidity  are  optimum  for  dextran 
production.  The  higher  the  temperature 
and  humidity,  the  faster  the  dextran 
production. 

Can  dextran  be  produced 
inside  sugarcane? 

Not  normally,  however,  cane  that  is 
severely  damaged  can  be  infected  by 
these  bacteria.  Dextran  will  be  produced 
inside  this  infected  cane.  This  can  be 
physical  damage  (mechanical)  and 
weather  damage  (storms  and  freezing). 

What  percent  of  the  dextran 
comes  into  a  raw  sugar  house 
from  the  field? 

There  is  no  firm  estimate  of  this.  It  will 
vary  with  field  conditions,  weather  con- 
ditions and  from  mill  to  mill.  In  1985, 
however,  high  dextran  in  sugar  occur- 
red primarily  after  bad  weather  — 
especially  after  Hurricane  Juan. 

How  much  dextran  can  be  brought  to 
a  factory  without  causing  problems? 

Currently  there  is  no  answer  to  this 
question,  however  dextran  in  juice  of 
greater  than  1000  ppm  (Brix)  will  usual- 
ly result  in  sufficient  dextran  in  sugar 
to  bring  penalties. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 


Prepared  by  Dr.  Donald  B.  Fontenot,  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  and  Dr.  Donal  F.  Day, 
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Dextran  and  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Industry 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


How  is  dextran  measured? 

There  are  currently  three  available  tests 
for  dextran,  the  Haze  Test,  the  Roberts 
Test  and  ASI  II  Test  Each  of  these 
methods  have  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages. None  of  them  produce  a  rapid 
answer  as  to  the  amount  of  dextran  pre- 
sent. Sugar  contracts  have  the  Haze 
Test  written  in  as  the  method  of  choice. 

How  does  the  Haze  Test  work? 

The  Haze  Test  is  based  on  the  fact  that 
dextran  will  produce  a  measurable 
cloudy  solution  when  suspended  in  50 
percent  alcohol.  This  test  is  repeatable, 
but  not  necessarily  very  accurate.  It  can 
only  be  used  on  sugar  (not  juice). 

How  long  does  it  take  dextran 
to  form  in  cane? 

Whole  stalk,  undamaged  cane,  under 
normal  conditions  may  not  form  ap- 
preciable dextran  for  the  first  three  days 
after  cutting.  This  time  period  depends 
upon  the  temperature  and  humidity. 
When  it  is  warm  and  humid  (as  in  the 
beginning  of  the  harvest  season) 
deterioration  is  quicker.  The  rate  of  for- 
mation is  rapid  once  it  starts,  and  within 
one  day  the  cane  may  be  loaded  with 
dextran. 

What  factors  in  the  field 
enchance  dextran  formation? 

Laying  the  cane  in  the  soil,  running  over 
it  with  tractors,  burning,  freezing  and 
splitting,  and  leaving  it  too  long  in 
transloader  piles  can  cause  dextran  to 
build  up,  even  when  temperatures  are 
cool.  Cane  should  be  cut,  burned  and 
moved  to  the  factory  in  the  shortest 
possible  time. 


Will  allowing  the  cane  to  get  old 
enhance  the  pol  reading  on  the  juice? 

The  small  amount  of  drying  out  of  the 
cane  is  not  offset  by  the  risk  of  deliver- 
ing reduced  quality  cane.  Deliver  as 
soon  as  possible  for  maximum  efficiency. 

How  much  bad  cane  is  necessary  to 
cause  problems  for  the  factory? 

One  truckload  of  high  dextran  cane  can 
upset  a  factory  for  a  day  or  more.  The 
farmer  should  bring  samples  to  the  mill 
if  freshness  is  in  doubt. 

What  is  the  best  way  to 
maximize  profits? 

Bring  the  mill  the  freshest  possible 
cane.  The  factory  needs  to  observe  sim- 
ple sanitation  precautions,  and  mill  the 
cane  as  soon  as  possible  after  it  is 
delivered.  These  steps  will  have  a  good 
payout  in  eliminating  penalties  and  im- 
proving sugar  yields. 


FOR  SALE 

Rail  tank  car, 

32'  long. 

Ideal  for  culvert  or  field  tank. 

$1,200 

Call  Ross  Campesi 

504/545-3040 

or 

545-3970 
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stubble  cane  is  cut  before  plant  cane.  In 
black  land  however,  we  normally  alter 
this  schedule  somewhat  as  growers 
know  that  leaving  cane  for  harvest  late 
in  the  season  in  soils  that  are  difficult 
to  get  in  and  out  of  can  be  unwise. 

The  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
publishes  a  harvesting  schedule  based 
on  information  from  scientists  from 
LSU,  USDA  and  the  League.  In  this 
schedule,  the  stubble  crops  are 
harvested  according  to  the  maturity  of 
the  cane  while  the  plant  cane  is 
harvested  according  to  the  cold 
tolerance  of  the  varieties. 

In  stubble  cane,  the  maturity 
schedule  generally  follows  this  pattern: 
CP  72-370,  CP  70-321,  CP  65-357,  CP 
76-331,  CP  72-356,  and  CP  74-383. 

In  plant  cane,  the  varieties  which 
deteriorate  the  most  from  cold 
temperature  generally  follows  this  pat- 
tern: CP  72-356,  CP  72-370,  CP  74-383, 
CP  76-331,  CP  65-357  and  CP  70-321. 


CLEAN  CANE 

Most  mills  are  now  measuring  mud 
content  of  the  core  samples  taken  from 
delivered  cane  and  many  mills  are 
penalizing  for  mud.  Mechanical  pilers  of 
one  kind  or  another  can  help  to  reduce 
the  soil  picked  up  in  the  loading  opera- 
tion. Growers  should  do  all  they  can  to 
insure  that  there  is  as  little  mud  as 
possible  in  the  cane  they  deliver.  This 
means  not  only  a  good  loading  operation 
but  also  a  good  harvesting  operation. 
Growers  sometimes  forget  that  the 
harvester  operator  can  make  a  big  dif- 
ference in  the  amount  of  field  soil  that 
winds  up  in  the  heap.  Cane  that  is  cut 
with  the  harvester  blade  too  low  brings 
in  mud  while  cane  that  is  cut  too  high 


leaves  tall  stubble  that  the  field  loader 
has  a  hard  time  with  and  can  increase 
problems.  Cane  that  is  not  properly  laid 
out  on  the  heap,  especially  the  first  row 
lying  down  in  the  middle,  can  cause  the 
loader  to  pick  up  extra  soil  when  the 
operator  tries  to  get  all  the  cane. 

In  order  to  get  the  highest  quality 
cane  delivered  to  the  mill,  cane  has  to 
be  cut  and  loaded  well  and  delivered  in 
a  timely  manner.  This  is  not  always 
easy  but  is  essential  if  we  are  to  make 
the  most  sugar  possible  at  the  lowest 
cost  in  our  industry. 

GOOD  MANAGEMENT  is  the 
key.  Keep  your  plans  made  in  advance 
of  your  harvest  operation.  Even  though 
they  may  get  fouled  up  in  poor  weather, 
try  to  think  in  advance  so  you  don't  get 
caught.  Don't  be  a  foolish  grower  who 
is  always  trying  to  catch  up.  BE  A 
WISE  FARM  MANAGER. 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  SllCJdr  ^Bowl 


wi) 


0  FromThe 
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FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From 
Louisiana  Sugar  Families  &  Their  Friends 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 


A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 

Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


Name 


Address 


City. 


.State. 


Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
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4955  River  Road 
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1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  61520         New  Orleans,  LA  70161 


Manard  Molasses  Division 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

700  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

FARM  CREDIT 
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P.O.  Box  16099 
Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  LA  70380 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1149 

New  Iberia,  LA  70561-1149 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMPSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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QUEEN  SUGAR  AND  KING  SUCROSE 
LOUISIANA  SUGAR  CANE  FESTIVAL 


Queen  Sugar  XL VI  is  Kathleen  Dawn  Musso,  the  St.  James  Parish  Sugar 
Queen.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Carolyn  Musso  of  Gramercy  and  cur- 
rently attends  Louisiana  State  University.  An  honor  graduate,  member  of  Who's 
Who  among  American  High  School  Students,  winner  of  a  Presidential  Academic 
Award,  and  Louisiana  Girls  State  Counselor,  Kathleen  will  reign  as  Queen  Sugar 
for  the  next  year.  She  has  also  served  on  the  all-star  dance  team  for  Superbowl 
XX  and  is  the  1986  St.  James  Parish  Miss  V.F.W.  Queen.  She  enjoys  dancing,  cab- 
bage ball,  volleyball,  reading  and  traveling. 

King  Sucrose  XL VI  is  Mr.  Mel  Schudmak,  President,  and  General  Manager 
of  Cora-Texas  Manufacturing  Co.,  White  Castle,  La.  Mel  is  3rd  Vice-President  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  was  featured  in  the  August  15  issue  of  the 
Bulletin. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

AWARD  WINNERS 


At  the  High  Yield  Awards  Lun- 
cheon, sponsored  by  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  and  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service,  the  high 
yield  winners  from  the  1986  crop  were 
officially  recognized  and  presented  with 
certificates  by  League  President  Irving 
Legendre,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Denver  Loupe, 
Vice-Chancellor  of  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Center. 

In  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  are  pic- 
tures of  the  award  winners  from  District 
1.  The  winners  from  the  other  four 
districts  will  be  featured  in  future  issues 
of  the  Bulletin.  Our  congratulations  to 
all  of  the  winners  and  best  wishes  to 
them  and  all  others  during  this  harvest 
season. 

The  high  yield  awards  are  based  on 
production  of  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre 
in  specific  acreage  categories  and  areas 
of  the  State.  The  cane  belt  is  divided  in- 
to four  districts  and  each  area  consists 
of  seven  acreage  categories.  The  acreage 
groups  used  in  the  high  yield  contest  are 
as  follows:  Group  1  consists  of  growers 
with  5  to  49.9  acres,  group  2  consists  of 
growers  with  50  to  99.9  acres,  group  3 
consists  of  growers  with  100  to  199.9 
acres,  group  4  consists  of  growers  with 
200  to  499.9  acres,  group  5  consists  of 
growers  with  500  to  999.9  acres,  group 
6  consists  of  growers  with  1000  to  2499.9 
acres,  and  group  7  consists  of  growers 
with  2500  acres  or  more. 

In  addition  to  the  high  yield  win- 
ners, two  4-H  Club  members  were 
recognized  at  the  luncheon  as  winners 


in  the  1987  Louisiana  4-H  Sugarcane 
Production  Contest.  The  State  winner 
was  Robert  Judice  III,  son  of  Bobby  and 
Carolyn  Judice  of  Centerville.  Robert 
is  a  15  year  old  junior  at  Hanson 
Memorial  High  School  in  Franklin.  His 
4-H  work  in  swine  and  tractor  projects 
have  earned  him  blue  ribbons.  Much  of 
his  time  away  from  school  is  spent  on 
the  cane  farm  or  playing  high  school 
football. 

Chad  Judice,  son  of  Jackie  and 
Rochelle  Judice  of  New  Iberia,  was 
recognized  as  the  first  alternate  in  this 
same  4-H  Sugarcane  Production  Con- 
test. Chad  is  15  years  old  and  attends 
New  Iberia  Senior  High  School.  Chad's 
family  operates  Northside  Planting 
Company  where  he  spends  part  of  his 
time  on  the  cane  farm.  His  other  4-H 
projects  include  swine,  gardening  and 
tractor  programs. 

(Continued  on  page  5) 


FOR  SALE 

1974  GRAIN  TRAILER, 

38'  FEET  LONG  — 

$3500.00 

READY  TO  ROLL  OR 

WILL  TRADE  FOR 

TRACTOR  1066  OR  1466. 

Call  (318)  229-6050, 

ASK  FOR  SKINNER. 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1986  CROP) 

DISTRICT  1:  Lafayette,  St.  Martin  and  Vermillion  Parishes. 


Group/Name 

Address 

Yield  (lbs.) 

Acres 

1 

None 

2 

None 

3 

Willie  Price 

St.  Martinville 

6806 

147.1 

4 

Adam  &  Bernard 

Laviolette 

St.  Martinville 

6503 

408.7 

5 

Chris  Latiolais 

Parks 

6735 

538.0 

6 

Comb  Farms 

Breaux  Bridge 

5249 

1130.8 

7 

Levert-St.  John,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville 

5199 

2645.4 

DISTRICT  2:  Iberia  and  St.  Mary  Parishes. 

1 

Juan  Segura 

New  Iberia 

7153 

17.9 

2 

Robert  Judice,  Jr. 

Franklin 

6197.6 

71.4 

3 

A  and  S  Farms, 

Mark  Patout 

Jeanerette 

7381 

118.8 

4 

Accardo  Brothers 

Patterson 

6308 

374.5 

5 

Bayside  Plantation, 

Robert  Roane 

Jeanerette 

6338 

606.2 

6 

A.  V.  Allain  &  Sons 

Jeanerette 

6172.3 

1652.4 

7 

None 

DISTRICT  3:  Assumption 

,  Lafourche  and  Terrebonne  Parishes. 

1 

Tommy  Richard 

Raceland 

8442 

35.0 

2 

Murphy  Richard 

Napoleonville 

7131 

73.7 

3 

Denis  Knobloch,  Jr. 

Raceland 

7747 

153.3 

4 

Tro-Lon-Ray  Farm 

Raceland 

7503 

223.4 

5 

Matherne  Brothers 

Thibodaux 

7682 

562.5 

6 

Golden  Farm,  Inc. 

Gheens 

5598 

1002.5 

7 

South  Coast  Sugars 

Raceland 

5641 

4622.3 

DISTRICT  4:  Ascension,  Iberville,  Pointe  Couppe,  St. 

Charles,  St. 

James, 

St.  John  and  West  Baton  Rouge  Parishes. 

1 

S.  E.  Wood  and  Sons 

St.  James 

7339 

37.6 

2 

Mark  Callegan 

White  Castle 

7081 

55.4 

3 

Randall  Rivere 

White  Castle 

7272 

154.8 

4 

LeBlanc  Farms 

White  Castle 

7993 

352.6 

5 

Ourso  Farms,  Inc. 

White  Castle 

7841 

760.9 

6 

St.  Louis  Planting,  Inc. 

Plaquemine 

6445 

1062.8 

7 

None 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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St.  Martin  Parish  County  Agent,  James  Devillier  has  provided  the  following 
information  concerning  the  winners  in  the  first  district. 


Willie  Price  received  his  second  high 
yield  award  this  year.  He  had  the  top 
production  average  among  farmers  with 
100  to  199.9  acres.  He  averaged  6,806 
pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  on  147.1  acres. 

His  1986  crop  consisted  of  50  acres 
in  plant  cane,  50  acres  in  first  stubble 
and  47  acres  in  second  stubble.  Varieties 
grown  were  110  acres  of  CP  70-3,21  and 
37  acres  of  CP  65-357. 

His  average  production  was  approx- 
imately 5,300  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre 
in  1985  and  5,634  pounds  per  acre  in 
1983. 

The  47-year-old  farmer  says  he's 
been  producing  cane  all  his  life.  He  is  a 
tenant  on  the  147-acre  farm  where  he 
lives  with  his  wife  Verna  and  their 
child. 

The  Laviolettes  produced  an  average 
of  6,503  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  on 
408.7  acres  to  receive  their  10th  high 
yield  award.  Adam,  Bernard  and  Ber- 
nard Jr.  had  the  best  production  average 
among  farms  between  200  and  499.9 
acres. 

In  1986  they  harvested  164  acres  in 
plant  cane,  139  in  first  stubble  and  106 
acres  in  second  stubble.  They  planted 
221  acres  in  variety  CP  70-321, 95  acres 
in  CP  65-357  and  93  acres  in  CP  72-370. 

They  have  been  growing  cane  all 
their  lives  on  their  409-acre  farm.  Last 
year  they  cultivated  100  percent  of  the 
land  in  sugarcane.  In  1985  they  pro- 
duced an  average  of  6,658  pounds  of 
sugar  an  acre,  6,135  in  1984  and  6,694 
in  1983. 

Adam,  48,  and  his  wife  Jo  Ann  have 
two  children.  Bernard,  44,  and  his  wife 
Melba  are  the  parents  of  three.  Bernard 
Jr.,  21,  is  married  to  Nessie. 


Chris  Latiolais  took  home  his  third 
high  yield  award.  He  produced  an 
average  of  6,735  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre 
on  538  acres.  He  had  the  best  production 
average  among  farmers  with  500  to 
999.9  acres  in  his  district. 

In  1986  he  had  215  acres  in  plant 
cane,  215  acres  in  first  stubble  and  108 
acres  in  second  stubble.  Latiolais  used 
CP  70-321  and  CP  72-370  varieties. 

He  has  been  growing  cane  for  11 
years  on  his  538-acre  farm  where  he  is 
a  tenant.  He  cultivated  100  percent  of 
the  land  in  cane  last  year. 

In  1985  he  produced  an  average  of 
5,932  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre,  6,695  in 
1984  and  6,739  in  1983. 

The  39-year-old  Latiolais  is  married 
to  Marlene.  He  and  his  wife  have  three 
children. 

Comb  Farm  Inc.  received  its  first 
high  yield  award  this  year.  The  farm  is 
run  by  Jackie  Comb,  Michael  Comb  and 
Ricky  Comb.  They  produced  an  average 
of  5,249  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  on 

1.130.8  acres  for  the  best  district  produc- 
tion in  the  acreage  category  of  1,000  to 

2.499.9  acres. 

The  Combs  are  owners  of  their 
1,131-acre  farm.  Last  year  100  percent 
of  their  land  was  cultivated  in  cane.  Ap- 
proximately 578  acres  were  in  plant 
cane,  385  acres  in  first  stubble  and  168 
acres  in  second  stubble.  They  planted 
321  acres  in  variety  CP  70-321,  150 
acres  in  CP  72-370  and  163  acres  in  CP 
65-357. 

Jackie,  42,  and  his  wife  Velma  have 
three  children.  Michael,  27,  and  his  wife 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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Linda  have  two  children  and  Ricky,  37, 
and  his  wife  Patricia  have  three 
children. 

Lawrence  Levert,  III,  of  Levert-St. 
John,  Inc.,  has  been  farming  cane  all  his 
live.  This  year  he  picked  up  his  10th 
high  yield  award  for  an  average  produc- 
tion of  5,199  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  on 
2,645.4  acres.  He  had  the  top  production 
among   farmers   in   his   district   with 


acreage  of  2,500  and  more. 
He  cultivated  100  percent  of  his  land  in 
cane.  In  1986  he  harvested  1,058  acres 
of  plant  cane,  793  acres  of  first  stubble 
and  794  acres  of  second  stubble  on  the 
2,645-acre  farm.  He  had  1,457  acres  in 
variety  CP  70-321,  401  acres  in  CP 
65-357  and  987  in  CP  74-383. 

Levert,  44  and  his  wife  Linda  have 
three  children. 
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Willie  Price  of  St.  Martin- 
ville,  1987  Louisiana  Sugar- 
cane High  Yield  Award 
recipient  in  the  category  of 
District  I  farms  of  100-199.9 
acres.  Pictured  left  to  right 
are  Willie  Price  and  James 
Devillier,  St.  Martin  parish 
county  agent. 


<r-«sr"*    <■* 


*,K 


OCTOBER  15,  1987 


1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Adam  and  Bernard  Laviolette  of  St.  Martinville,  1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High 
Yield  Award  recipients  in  the  category  of  District  I  farms  of  200-499.9  acres.  Pic- 
tured left  to  right  are  Bernard  Laviolette,  Bernard  Laviolette,  Jr.,  Adam  Laviolette, 
and  James  Devillier,  St.  Martin  Parish  county  agent. 
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Chris  Latiolais  of  Parks, 
1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Award  recip- 
ient in  the  category  of 
District  I  farms  of  500-999.9 
acres.  Pictured  left  to  right 
are  James  Devillier,  St. 
Martin  Parish  county 
agent,  Chris  Latiolais,  and 
Richard  Latiolais. 
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Comb  Farms  of  Breaux  Bridge,  1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award  reci- 
pient in  the  category  of  District  I  farms  of  1,000-2,499-9  acres.  Pictured  left  to  right 
are  James  Devillier,  St.  Martin  Parish  county  agent,  Ricky  Comb,  Jackie  Comb, 
and  Mike  Comb. 
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Levert-St.  John,  Inc.,  of  St.  Martinville,  1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award 
recipient  in  the  category  of  District  I  farms  of  2,500  or  more  acres.  Pictured  left 
to  right  are  Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III,  Gabriel  Latiolais,  Jr.,  overseer,  Floyd  Blan- 
chard,  overseer,  and  James  Devillier,  St.  Martin  Parish  county  agent. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

HARVEST  BEGINS  -  GOOD  SUGAR  - 
PLANTING  NEARLY  COMPLETE  -  ACREAGE 


As  of  this  writing,  October  6,  1987, 
at  least  two  mills  have  begun  the  grind- 
ing season  with  the  remainder  to  start 
within  the  next  week  or  so.  Early 
reports  from  these  mills  and  all  of  the 
pregrinding  samples  would  indicate  the 
sugar  content  to  be  very  good,  especial- 
ly in  Polado  treated  cane.  Many 
pregrinding  samples  (clean  cane)  have 
resulted  in  CRS  values  above  200 
pounds  of  sugar  per  ton.  Of  course, 
delivered  cane  may  produce  less,  but 
this  year  may  have  the  potential  to  be 
good  in  sugar  recovery.  A  further  help 
to  the  sugar  content  would  be  for  good 
harvesting  conditions  to  continue.  At 
this  time  most  of  the  crop  is  standing 
very  erect.  This  will  enable  growers  to 
top  cane  well,  place  it  correctly  on  the 
heap  and  pick  it  up  with  a  minimum  of 
trash  and  broken  pieces. 

The  weather  during  the  two  weeks 
prior  to  the  grinding  season  was  ex- 
cellent for  ripening,  with  cool 
temperatures  and  dry  weather. 
Temperatures  as  low  as  the  upper  40's 
had  been  reported  during  the  first  week 
of  October  which  should  cause  further 
ripening  and  an  increase  in  the  sugar 
content.  Low  relative  humidities  and  no 
rain  have  made  for  excellent  harvesting 
and  good  burns  during  the  first  days  of 
the  harvest  season.  Hopefully  these  good 
harvesting  conditions  will  continue. 

With  the  cooler  temperatures,  the 
dextran  problem  may  not  be  as  serious 
in  the  early  part  of  this  harvest  season 
as  in  past  years.  However,  that  will  on- 
ly be  true  if  growers  continue  to  bring 
in  fresh  cane  and  not  let  it  sit  in  the  field 
or  in  transloader  stacks  for  several  days. 

Early  reports  on  tonnage  figures  are 
still  scattered  with  old  stubble  being 


harvested  first  and  Polado  treated  cane 
being  taken  out  early.  However,  stalk 
weights  from  research  samples,  and 
from  those  mills  who  weight  their 
samples  would  indicate  stalk  weight  to 
be  at  least  satisfactory  and  for  some 
samples  above  average. 

PLANTING  NEARLY  COMPLETE 

Nearly  all  of  the  acreage  expected  to 
be  planted  has  been  completed  at  this 
time.  Much  of  the  cane  planted  in  the 
last  two  weeks  of  September  was 
planted  in  soil  with  less  than  the  desired 
moisture  content.  This  land  now  needs 
a  rain  in  order  to  prevent  the  planted 
cane  from  drying  out  in  the  row.  Most 
of  the  land  was  well  prepared  (no  clods) 
and  since  it  was  covered  well,  it  should 
hold  until  rain  does  fall.  One  inch  of  rain 
would  do  this  cane  well  and  still  would 
not  hurt  the  harvest  conditions  since  the 
land  is  so  dry  at  the  present  time. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  cane 
planted  this  year  came  from  either  good, 
heat-treated  cane  or  from  Kleentek 
(registered  product  of  Crop  Genetics  In- 
ternational). In  the  last  few  years, 
growers  have  placed  a  great  deal  of  em- 
phasis on  the  use  of  the  best  possible 
seed.  Use  of  good,  high  quality  seed  cane 
will  greatly  help  industry  yields. 

It  would  appear  that  the  acreage  in 
CP  65-357  may  increase  or  at  least  stop 
its  rapid  decline  this  year.  Growers  are 
reporting  that  they  have  planted  a  con- 
siderable acreage  in  CP  65-357  and  CP 
70-321  again  this  year.  These  two 
varieties,  under  the  right  conditions,  can 
produce  well  and  are  the  best  "all 
around"  varieties  in  the  industry  today. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 

MARKET  STABILIZATION  PRICE  ANNOUNCED 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  September  25  the  market 
stabilization  price  (MSP)  for  sugar  for  the  1988  fiscal  year  will  be  21.76  cents  per 
pound,  raw  value.  The  MSP  is  calculated  as  the  sum  of  the  price  support  loan  rate, 
the  adjusted  average  transportation  costs  for  shipping  raw  cane  sugar,  interest 
costs  of  repaying  a  sugar  price  support  loan  at  full  maturity  plus  two-tenths  of 
a  cent  per  pound.  This  year's  lower  MSP  level  reflects  a  reduction  in  the  interest 
costs  of  repaying  a  sugar  loan  at  full  maturity.  The  calculation  of  the  MSP  over 
the  past  few  years  is  listed  below. 


Fiscal  Year 

Loan  Rate 

Transp. 

Interest 

.20/lb. 

MSP 

1982/83 

17.00 

2.66 

.87 

.20 

20.73 

1983/84 

17.50 

2.62 

.85 

.20 

21.17 

1984/85 

17.75 

2.68 

.94 

.20 

21.57 

1985/86 

18.00 

2.51 

.79 

.20 

21.50 

1986/87 

18.00 

2.93 

.65 

.20 

21.78 

CONGRESSMEN  CALL 

SECOND  MEETING 

OF  SWEETENER  INDUSTRY 

Congressmen  Jerry  Huckaby  CD- 
La.),  Chairman  of  the  Cotton,  Rice  & 
Sugar  Subcommittee,  and  Arlan 
Stangeland  (R-Minn.),  Ranking  Minori- 
ty Member,  called  a  second  meeting  of 
the  sweetener  industry  on  October  1  to 
continue  discussions  on  how  to  maintain 
the  current  sugar  program  and  to  look 
for  ways  to  preserve  the  foreign  import 
quota.  Representatives  of  all  segments 
of  the  nutritive  sweetener  industry  at- 
tended this  latest  meeting,  including 
sugarcane  and  sugarbeet  growers  and 
processors,  corn  growers,  and  HFCS  pro- 
ducers —  ADM,  Staley  Cargill,  CPC  and 
American  Maize  Products.  Several 
smaller  committees  were  appointed  to 
look  at  various  options  with  the  next  full 
meeting  scheduled  for  early  November. 

SUGAR  &  SWEETENER 

SITUATION  AND 

OUTLOOK  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  September  1987  Sugar  & 
Sweetener  Outlook  Report  forecasting 
U.S.  sugar  deliveries  in  fiscal  1986/87  at 
7.95  million  tons,  raw  value,  up  2  per- 


cent from  last  year.  This  would  be  the 
first  increase  in  a  decade  and  reflects  a 
leveling-off  in  substitution  of  high  fruc- 
tose corn  syrup  (HFCS)  for  sugar.  Ac- 
cording to  USDA,  other  factors  include 
a  stronger  market  for  sugar-containing 
products,  greater  inventory  demand, 
and  population  growth.  Deliveries  are 
forecast  to  increase  another  2  percent  in 
1987/88  to  8.1  million  tons. 

U.S.  beet  and  cane  sugar  production 
for  crop  year  1987/88  is  forecast  at  7 
million  short  tons.  Beet  sugar  produc- 
tion is  estimated  at  3.6  million  tons,  an 
increase  of  5  percent  from  1986/87.  Cane 
sugar  production,  estimated  at  3.4 
million  tons,  would  be  up  3.7  percent 
from  last  season's  record  output. 

Total  U.S.  consumption  of  HFCS  is 
forecast  to  reach  approximately  5.65 
million  tons,  dry  weight,  in  1987,  up  2 
percent  from  1986  and  5  percent  above 
1985.  While  growth  rates  have  fallen 
from  the  rapid  expansion  of  1984  and 
1985,  HFCS  continues  to  achieve  some 
growth. 

World  sugar  prices,  after  showing 
some  moderate  price  strength  in  the 
first  half  of  the  season,  have  fallen  below 
6  cents  a  pound.  Season-average  prices 
in  1986/87  were  about  6.2  cents  a  pound, 
compared  with  5.96  cents  in  1985-86. 
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SPEECH  BY  PRESIDENT  IRVING  E.  LEGENDRE,  JR. 

AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

SEPTEMBER  25,  1987 


At  this  time  it  is  customary  for  the 
outgoing  President  to  deliver  a  message 
to  the  membership.  In  making  this 
presentation  I  thought  I  would  recap  the 
major  events  of  the  past  two  years  in 
which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  serve 
this  great  industry.  As  in  any  two  year 
term  there  were  peaks  and  valleys  and 
my  term  was  fortunate  enough  to  begin 
on  a  very  high  note  with  the  passage  of 
the  1985  Farm  Bill.  I  am  also  fortunate 
enough  to  end  on  an  upnote  with  what 
looks  like  a  good  crop. 

The  1985  Farm  Bill,  of  course,  was 
the  most  important  factor  during  this 
term  and  has  enabled  this  industry  to 
continue  to  produce  a  safe  and  healthy 
product  for  this  country.  Much  credit  is 
owed  to  our  Washington  Represen- 
tatives and  of  course  to  the  membership 
for  providing  the  tools,  that  is  the  PAC 
dues,  to  help  accomplish  their  work. 

The  Administration,  during  the  time 
since  the  passage  of  the  Farm  Bill,  has 
provided  some  of  the  low  notes  with 
their  dissatisfaction  with  the  Sugar  Pro- 
gram and  has  offered  counter  measures 
which  are  totally  unacceptable  to  the 
sweetener  producers  of  this  country.  We 
have  been  generally  successful  at 
holding  these  back  through  the  efforts 
of  all  of  the  sugar  producing  areas. 

Many  Congressional  changes  have 
occurred.  On  the  positive  side,  as  well 
as  having  Congressman  Huckaby  as  the 
Chairman  of  the  Cotton,  Rice  and  Sugar 
Subcommittee,  Congressman  Clyde 
Holloway  has  now  been  named  to  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee.  Also, 
Senator  John  Breaux  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  Senate  Agriculture  Com- 


mittee. Our  Congressional  leaders  will 
continue  to  be  very  helpful  to  this  in- 
dustry in  the  future. 

A  stronger  relationship  has  begun 
between  the  Caribbean  Sugar  Produc- 
ing Countries  and  the  domestic  pro- 
ducers. In  light  of  the  problems  we  are 
now  facing  with  increased  acreage  and 
production  of  sugar,  this  relationship 
will  be  important  in  future  negotiations. 

The  League,  as  the  industry 
representative,  is  currently  involved  in 
negotiations  concerning  the  problem 
with  which  we  now  face  —  the  possibili- 
ty of  overproduction  of  sugar  and  as  a 
result  potential  problems  in  the  pricing 
structure  of  the  Sugar  Program.  We  in 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  will 
continue  to  work  towards  the  most  effec- 
tive solution  that  can  be  obtained. 

On  a  high  note  recent  reports  would 
indicate  that  consumption  of  sugar  is  up 
for  this  year  by  about  5%.  This  increase 
should  certainly  help  with  the  over- 
production problem  and  indicates  some 
change  in  the  downward  trend  that  con- 
sumption has  taken  in  recent  years. 

In  the  area  of  research,  much  has 
been  accomplished  and,  of  course,  much 
still  remains  to  be  done.  The  most  im- 
portant change  during  my  term  has 
been  the  dues  increase  specifically  ear- 
marked for  research.  These  added 
dollars  will  supplement  the  monies 
already  given  for  research. 

The  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  for 
which  this  industry  depends  on  for 
research  for  the  processor  segment,  has 
just  recently  been  transferred  to  the 
LSU  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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(Continued  from  page  12) 


With  this  change  it  should  take  on  a 
renewed  direction  in  its  research  ac- 
tivities and  is  now  under  the  same  con- 
trol and  guidance  as  the  sugarcane  field 
research  at  LSU. 

A  new  variety  CP  79-318  was  re- 
leased to  the  industry  this  year  as  part 
of  the  on-going  variety  development  pro- 
gram that  is  conducted  cooperatively 
between  LSU,  USDA  and  the  League. 
Seed  cane  is  now  being  distributed  to  the 
growers. 

With  the  advent  of  tissue  culture 
and  the  commercial  seed  now  being  sold 
in  the  Industry,  there  is  a  renewed  in- 
terest in  the  use  of  clean  seed  to  increase 
yields.  Research  is  continuing  in  this 
tissue  culture  product,  in  heat  treating 
of  seed  cane,  and  in  the  testing  for  RSD 
by  the  scientists  at  LSU,  USDA  and  the 
League. 

Probably  the  biggest  talk  in  the  belt 
in  the  last  two  years  has  been  of  dex- 
tran.  Much  research  has  been  conducted 
by  all  of  the  research  groups  and  efforts 
are  now  being  taken  by  the  industry  to 
follow  these  recommendations  to  reduce 
the  problems  and  the  potential  penalties 
that  could  result. 

In  research,  there  have  been  several 
changes  in  personnel  which  have  occur- 
red at  the  State  and  Federal  level.  Dr. 
Joe  Pollack  has  recently  retired,  Dr. 
Richard  Breaux  will  retire  at  the  end  of 
this  month  and,  Dr.  Gerd  Benda  will  be 
retiring  within  the  next  few  months.  As 
new  leaders,  Dr.  Rex  Millhollon  will  be 
the  new  Research  Leader  at  the  USDA 
Station  in  Houma  and  Dr.  Fred  Martin 
is  the  new  Department  Head  of  the 
Sugar  Station  at  LSU. 

In  the  area  of  sugar  promotion,  we 
have  provided  much  information  concer- 
ning the  good  health  aspects  of  sugar 


and  bad  features  concerning  some  ar- 
tificial sweeteners.  The  League's  par- 
ticipation in  the  sugar  promotion  pro- 
gram has  provided  a  better  understand- 
ing of  our  product  in  the  public's  eye. 

Numerous  other  activities  were  con- 
ducted by  the  League  for  the  benefit  of 
the  members.  Trips  to  California  and 
Florida  provided  our  members  with  an 
understanding  of  other  industries.  And 
of  course  the  cookbook,  From  The  Sugar 
Bowl,  is  providing  valuable  dollars 
which  will  go  towards  research. 

All  of  these  factors,  whether 
political,  research  oriented  or  other 
League  activities  have  made  for  a  very 
interesting  and  I  believe  productive  two 
years.  To  me  it  has  been  a  very  reward- 
ing part  of  my  career.  At  this  time  I 
would  like  to  thank  numerous  groups 
for  their  help  during  the  last  two  years, 
including,  League  officers,  Board 
Members,  Committee  Members,  Staff 
Members  of  the  League  here  in  Lou- 
isiana and  the  Washington  Represent- 
atives, and  especially  the  membership 
of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 


Tell  Them 
You  Saw  It  In 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  10) 

However,  they  are  both  getting  old,  CP 
65-357  has  been  grown  for  about  14 
years  while  CP  70-321  has  already  been 
in  the  industry  for  9  years.  Under  Loui- 
siana conditions,  this  is  a  long  time  to 
depend  upon  a  variety  and  we  in 
research  are  aware  that  another 
superior  variety  is  needed.  Most  of  the 
other  varieties  released  since  CP  70-321 
are  being  grown  as  secondary  type 
varieties.  The  Louisiana  breeding  pro- 
gram, composed  of  LSU,  USDA  and  the 
League  is  working  very  hard  to  try  to 
find  another  variety  or  varieties  that 
can  replace  these  major  canes  and  be 
grown  on  more  than  25  or  30  percent  of 
the  acreage. 

REPORT  YOUR  ACREAGE 

ASCS  County  Directors  will  be  sen- 
ding out  acreage  questionnaires  very 
shortly.  Take  the  time  to  fill  these  out 
accurately  so  that  this  ihdustry  may 
track  its  progress  in  an  effective  man- 
ner. Industry  yields  cannot  be  calculated 
until  a  reasonable  measure  of  the  cane 
used  for  seed  from  this  crop  is  taken. 
Complete  these  reports  now  while  the 
figures  are  still  fresh  in  your  mind. 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

iromThe  Suqar  <BoipI 

J 


p  FromThe 

oucrar 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From 
Louisiana  Sugar  Famiiies  &  Their  Friends 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 

Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


Name 


Address 
City 


State. 


.Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

AWARD  WINNERS 

At  the  High  Yield  Awards  Luncheon,  sponsored  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  and  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  the  high  yield  winners 
from  the  1986  crop  were  officially  recognized  and  presented  with  certificates  by 
League  President  Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Denver  Loupe,  Vice-Chancellor 
of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center. 

In  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  are  pictures  of  the  award  winners  from  District 
2.  The  winners  from  the  other  districts  are  being  featured  in  other  issues  of  the 
Bulletin.  Our  congratulations  to  all  of  the  winners  and  best  wishes  to  them  and 
all  growers  during  this  harvest  season. 

The  high  yield  awards  are  based  on  production  of  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  in 
specific  acreage  categories  and  areas  of  the  state.  The  cane  belt  is  divided  into 
four  districts  and  each  area  consists  of  seven  acreage  categories.  The  acreage  groups 
used  in  the  high  yield  contest  are  as  follows:  Group  1  consists  of  growers  with  5 
to  49.9  acres,  group  2  consists  of  growers  with  50  to  99.9  acres,  group  3  consists 
of  growers  with  100  to  199.9  acres,  group  4  consists  of  growers  with  200  to  499.9 
acres,  group  5  consists  of  growers  with  500  to  999.9  acres,  group  6  consists  of 
growers  with  1000  to  2499.9  acres,  and  group  7  consists  of  growers  with  2500  acres 
or  more. 

1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1986  CROP) 


DISTRICT  2:    Iberia  and  St. 

Mary  Parishes. 

Group/Name 

Address 

Yield  (lbs.) 

Acres 

1       Juan  Segura 

New  Iberia 

7153 

17.9 

2       Robert  Judice,  Jr. 

Franklin 

6197.6 

71.4 

3       A  and  S  Farms, 

Mark  Patout 

Jeanerette 

7381 

118.8 

4       Accardo  Brothers 

Patterson 

6308 

374.5 

5       Bayside  Plantation, 

Bobby  Roane 

Jeanerette 

6338 

606.2 

6       A.V.  Allain  &  Sons 

Jeanerette 

6172.3 

1652.4 

7       None 

St.  Mary  Parish  County  Agent,  Lynn  Simon  and  Iberia  Parish  County  Agent, 
James  Abadie  have  provided  the  following  information  concerning  the  winners 
in  the  second  district. 

The  three  winners  in  district  2  discussed  below  were  from  St.  Mary  Parish, 
according  to  Lynn  Simon. 

Robert  Judice  Jr.'s  outstanding  production  over  the  years  has  given  him 
recognition.  This  year  he  picked  up  his  11th  high  yield  award  for  the  best  produc- 
tion average  among  farmers  in  his  district  with  acreage  of  50  to  99.9  acres,  averag- 
ing 6,197.6  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  on  71.4  acres. 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Judice,  42,  has  been  growing  sugar- 
cane for  20  years  on  the  60-acre  farm  as 
a  tenant.  He  and  his  wife  Carolyn  have 
five  children. 

Last  year  75  percent  of  his 
cultivated  land  was  in  cane.  His  1986 
crop  consisted  of  20  acres  in  plant  cane, 
20  acres  in  first  stubble  and  20  acres  in 
second  stubble.  Varieties  grown  were  20 
acres  of  CP  70-321, 20  acres  of  CP  65-357 
and  20  acres  of  CP  74-383. 

The  Accardo  Brothers  took  home 
their  fifth  high  yield  award  this  year  for 
having  the  best  production  among 
farmers  with  200  to  499.9  acres.  Their 
average  production  was  6,308  on  374.5 
acres. 

The  farm  is  operated  by  59-year-old 
Angelo  Accardo,  36-year-old  Nick  Accar- 
do and  34-year-old  Michael  Accardo. 
Angelo  and  his  wife  Ruth  have  two 
children,  Nick  and  his  wife  Denise  have 
two  children  and  Michael  and  his  wife 
Susan  have  two  children. 

The  Accardos  planted  approximate- 
ly 66  percent  of  their  600-acre  farm  in 
cane  last  year.  Angelo  has  been  produc- 
ing sugarcane  for  45  years. 

Last  year  they  harvested  145  acres 
in  plant  cane,  160  acres  in  first  stubble 
and  120  acres  in  second  stubble.  They 
used  varieties  CP  65-357,  CP  70-321,  CP 
72-370  and  CP  70-330. 

A.  V.  Allain  and  Sons,  Inc.,  operated 
by  Robert  Allain  and  J.  Bryan  Allain, 
received  a  high  yield  award  for  the  fifth 
time.  The  Allains  produced  an  average 
of  6,172.3  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  on 
1,652.4  acres  to  become  district  reci- 
pients in  the  category  of  farms  with 
acreage  between  1,000  to  2,499.9. 

The  Allains  have  been  producing 
cane  for  more  than  35  years.  Last  year 
they  committed  90  percent  of  their  land 
to  cane.  Approximately  675  acres  were 
harvested  in  plant  cane,  635  acres  in 
first  stubble  and  515  acres  in  second 
stubble.  They  planted  1,100  acres  in  CP 
70-321,  450  in  CP  74-383,  190  in  CP 
65-357  and  100  in  CP  76-331. 


The  three  winners  in  district  2  dis- 
cussed below  were  from  Iberia  Parish, 
according  to  James  Abadie. 

Juan  Segura  received  his  first  high 
yield  award  this  year.  He  had  the  top 
production  average  among  farmers  with 
5  to  49.9  acres.  He  averaged  7,153 
pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  on  17.9  acres. 

He  harvested  his  17.9-acre  farm  in 
first  stubble  in  1986  using  CP  70-321 
variety. 

The  22-year-old  Segura  has  been  far- 
ming for  two  years.  His  wife's  name  is 
Wendy. 

A  &  S  Farms'  owner  Mark  Patout 
picked  up  his  fifth  high  yield  award.  The 
34-year-old  Patout  was  the  district  reci- 
pient in  the  category  of  farms  with 
acreage  between  100  and  199.9  acres. 
He  averaged  7,381  pounds  of  sugar  an 
acre  on  118.8  acres. 

Last  year  he  cultivated  approx- 
imately 75  percent  of  his  land  in  cane, 
harvesting  40  acres  in  plant  cane,  50 
acres  in  first  stubble  and  40  acres  in  se- 
cond stubble.  He  used  varieties  CP 
70-321  and  CP  65-357. 

In  1985  his  average  production  was 
6,581  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre,  5,749  in 
1984  and  7,852  in  1983. 

Patout  has  been  producing  cane  for 
10  years.  He  and  his  wife  Becky  have 
three  children. 

Robert  Roane  of  Bayside  Plantation 
received  his  fourth  high  yield  award. 
The  57-year-old  producer  had  a  produc- 
tion average  of  6,338  pounds  of  sugar  an 
acre  on  606.2  acres.  He  had  the  best  pro- 
duction average  among  farmers  in  his 
district  with  500  to  999.9  acres. 

In  1986  he  cultivated  approximate- 
ly 76  percent  of  his  land  in  cane.  He 
harvested  276  acres  in  plant  cane,  276 
acres  in  first  stubble  and  313  acres  in 
second  stubble.  Roane,  who's  been  grow- 
ing cane  for  15  years,  planted  approx- 
imately 400  acres  in  CP  70-321,  140 
acres  in  CP  65-357  and  193  acres  in 
other  varieties. 
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Three  Growers  from  St.  Mary 

Robert  Judice  Jr.,  of 
Franklin,  1987  Louisiana 
Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Award  recipient  in  the 
category  of  District  II 
farms  of  50-99.9  acres.  Pic- 
tured from  left  to  right  are 
Robert  Judice  Jr.,  and  Don 
Fontenot,  Louisiana  Coop- 
erative Extension  Service 
sugarcane  specialist. 


Three  Growers  from  St.  Mary 

Accardo  Brothers  of  Pat- 
terson, 1987  Louisiana 
Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Award  Recipients  in  the 
category  of  District  II 
farms  of  200-499.9  acres. 
Pictured  from  left  to  right 
are  Rick  Accardo,  Angelo 
Accardo,  Mike  Accardo 
and  Lynn  Simon,  St.  Mary 
Parish  county  agent. 
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1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Three  Growers  from  St.  Mary 

A.  V.  Allain  &  Sons  of  Jeanerette,  1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award  re- 
cipients in  the  category  of  District  II  farms  of  1,000-2,499.9  acres.  Pictured  from  left 
to  right  are  Lynn  Simon,  St.  Mary  Parish  county  agent,  Robert  Allain,  Bryan  Allain, 
Bret  Allain,  Jack  Champagne  and  Don  Fontenot,  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension 
Service  sugarcane  specialist. 


Three  Growers  from  Iberia 

Juan  Segura  of  New 
Iberia,  1987  Louisiana 
Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Award  recipient  in  the 
category  of  District  II 
farms  of  5-49.9  acres.  Pic- 
tured from  left  to  right  are 
James  Abadie,  Iberia 
Parish  county  agent  and 
Juan  Segura. 
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1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Three  Growers  from  Iberia 

A  &  S  Farms  of  Jeanerette, 
1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Award  reci- 
pient in  the  category  of 
District  II  farms  of 
100-199,9  acres.  Pictured 
left  to  right  are  James 
Abadie,  Iberia  Parish 
county  agent,  and  Mark 
Patout. 


Three  Growers  from  Iberia 

Bayside  Plantation  of 
Jeanerette,  1987  Louisiana 
Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Award  recipient  in  the 
category  of  District  II 
farms  of  500-999.9  acres. 
Pictured  from  left  to  right 
are  James  Abadie,  Iberia 
Parish  county  agent, 
Patrick  Roane  and  Robert 
Roane. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

EXCELLENT  SUGAR  PER  TON  -  REDUCED  TONNAGE 
KEEP  FIELDS  IN  GOOD  SHAPE  -  DRY  FIELD  CONDITIONS 


Nearly  all  sugar  factories  in  Lou- 
isiana are  reporting  excellent  recoveries 
of  sugar  per  ton  as  the  1987  harvest 
season  gets  underway.  Most  mills  are 
reporting  CRS  values  of  200  or  more 
pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 

Growers  seem  to  be  well  pleased 
with  the  high  sugar  per  ton  for  the  crop 
but  are  somewhat  disappointed  with  the 
tonnage  being  delivered  to  the  mills. 
The  lower  tonnage  can  probably  be  ex- 
plained with  a  number  of  factors.  The 
high  rainfall  during  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer reduced  the  number  of  tillers  which 
were  able  to  survive  and  turn  into 
millable  stalks.  Most  growers  reported 
excellent  stands  of  tillers  early  in  the 
year,  but  populations  of  millable  stalks 
are  only  average  at  best  in  many  fields. 
On  top  of  that,  the  continued  rain  dur- 
ing the  summer  cut  down  on  the  amount 
of  sunlight  which  may  have  affected 
growth.  Most  growers,  up  to  this  time, 
have  harvested  only  old  stubble  or  cane 
in  very  bad  land  which  normally  would 
not  be  expected  to  produce  very  high 
field  tonnage.  Much  of  the  cane 
harvested  to  date  has  been  treated  with 
Polado  and  therefore  has  been  held  back 
in  late  season  cane  growth.  The  drought 
that  the  crop  has  suffered  through  for 
the  last  six  weeks  has  certainly  had 
some  effect  on  cane  weights.  Finally,  the 
cool  weather  experienced  during  late 
September  and  up  to  mid  October  has 
reduced  any  late  growth  that  we  would 
normally  experience  in  most  years  and 
would  add  on  some  tonnage  in  varieties 
like  CP  65-357  which  tend  to  grow  late. 

The  excellent  sugar  being  reported 
at  the  mills  can  probably  be  explained 
with  fewer  explanations.  The  cool,  dry 
weather  for  the  past  six  weeks  has 


forced  the  cane  to  ripen  naturally.  Cool 
and  dry  are  two  factors  which  will 
naturally  turn  the  cane  plant  from  the 
vegetative  state  to  a  ripening  state.  Of 
course,  with  the  ripening  comes  in- 
creased sugar  per  ton  but  not  much  ad- 
ditional cane  tonnage. 

Growers  are  reporting  that  Polado 
treated  cane  seems  to  be  providing 
higher  sugar  per  ton  than  untreated 
cane  as  would  be  expected.  In  fields 
where  no  Polado  was  used  the  CRS  is 
still  good  but  often  times  10  to  25  pounds 
less  than  other  cane  being  hauled  in 
that  has  been  treated.  These  are  not 
scientific  tests  but  only  observations 
that  have  been  reported  by  various  mills 
and  growers. 

The  dry  weather  along  with  the 
erectness  of  the  cane  means  that  very 
little  mud  is  being  delivered  to  the  mills 
and  very  little  scrap  is  being  left  in  the 
fields.  The  easy  harvest  conditions 
should  make  for  a  less  expensive  begin- 
ning to  the  harvest  season  as  compared 
to  last  year  when  mud  and  lodged  cane 
were  plentiful. 

Because  of  the  cool  weather,  low  dex- 
tran  levels  are  being  reported  by  most 
mills.  This  will  only  continue,  however, 
if  growers  continue  to  deliver  fresh  cane. 
Stale  cane,  as  has  been  stated  over  and 
over  again,  will  cause  you  problems  in 
yield  and  in  dextran  at  the  mill. 

KEEP  THE  FIELDS 
IN  GOOD  SHAPE 

Although  fields  are  perfectly  dry  as 
of  this  writing  on  October  19,  rain  will 
certainly  fall  before  long.  Growers 
should  be  reminded  that  field  drains 
have  to  be  kept  clean.  With  no  water  in 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


PRELIMINARY  REGIONAL  LOAN  RATES  SET  FOR  SUGAR 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
issued  a  notice  October  14  to  its  ASCS 
state  and  county  offices  setting  the 
preliminary  regional  loan  rates  for  the 
1987  crop  of  cane  sugar  and  refined  beet 
sugar.  Although  loans  should  have  been 
available  to  processors  at  the  beginning 
of  the  1988  fiscal  year  on  October  1, 
1987,  the  regional  loan  rates  had  not 
been  announced  by  USDA  and  local 
ASCS  offices  could  not  make  any  loans. 
Since  some  processors  were  already 
grinding  1987-crop  cane,  including 
many  in  Louisiana,  USDA  decided  to  go 
ahead  and  provide  preliminary  loan 
rates  which  could  be  used  for  loan- 
making  until  the  final  rates  are  an- 
nounced. Preliminary  regional  loan 
rates  for  refined  beet  sugar  range  from 
20.76  to  22.10  cents  per  pound. 
Preliminary  regional  loan  rates  for  cane 
sugar  are  as  follows: 


Cents  per  pound, 

Region 

Raw  Sugar  Value 

Florida 

18.07 

Louisiana 

18.54 

Texas 

18.29 

Hawaii 

17.64 

Puerto  Rico 

17.53 

SUGAR  USERS  GROUP 
PREPARING  SUGAR  BILL 

It  has  been  reported  that  the 
Sweetener  Users  Group  has  been  work- 
ing with  members  of  Congress  on  draf- 
ting legislation  to  cut  the  sugar  loan 
rate  and  increase  the  U.S.  import  quota. 

Reportedly,  the  draft  bill  would  set 
a  1988  minimum  sugar  import  quota  of 
1.5  million  short  tons,  increasing  to 
three  million  tons  by  1990.  At  the  same 
time,  it  would  cut  the  sugar  loan  rate 
from  the  current  18  cents  per  pound  to 
16.5  cents  in  1988, 15  cents  in  1989, 13.5 
cents  in  1990  and  12  cents  in  1991.  It 
would  not  include  a  buyout  or  direct 


payment  for  growers  like  the  Adminis- 
tration had  proposed  earlier  this  year. 

AG  COMMITTEES  WORK  ON 
FARM  SPENDING  CUTS 

At  press  time,  the  House  and  Senate 
Agriculture  Committees  were  working 
on  ways  to  adjust  farm  programs  to  meet 
a  FY  1988  spending  reduction  target  of 
$1.2  billion  set  by  Congress.  The  cuts 
are  required  to  meet  an  overall  federal 
budget  reduction  goal  of  $23  million  and 
to  avoid  an  across-the-board  cut  of  8.5 
percent  which  would  go  into  effect  if  the 
Gramm/Rudman/Hollings  deficit  reduc- 
tion target  is  not  met.  Unless  Congress 
and  the  President  agree  on  a  new 
budget,  the  across-the-board  cuts  would 
be  triggered. 

HOUSE  PASSES 
FARM  CREDIT  BILL 

The  House  passed  a  compromise 
farm  credit  package  by  a  vote  of  365  to 
49.  The  bill  was  approved  after  a  com- 
promise in  the  secondary  market  provi- 
sion was  agreed  to  deleting  exemptions 
from  state  and  federal  securities  laws 
and  removing  explicit  allowance  for 
banks  to  underwrite  farm  mortgage 
securities.  Included  in  the  compromise 
amendment  was  $2.5  billion  in  aid  to 
the  ailing  Farm  Credit  System  (FCS). 
The  House-passed  bill  also  would  (1)  re- 
quire FCS  to  reduce  its  37  regional 
banks  into  six,  with  one  national  bank 
to  set  policy;  (2)  give  local  lending 
associations  more  freedom  to  merge; 
and,  (3)  guarantee  full  value  of  stock 
that  borrowers  must  buy  when  they 
take  out  loans. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  October  Crop  Production 
report  forecasting  sugarcane  production 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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(Continued 

for  sugar  and  seed  in  1987  at  31.9 
million  tons,  up  1  percent  from  Septem- 
ber 1  forecast,  and  5  percent  more  than 
1986  crop.  The  larger  production  from 
last  year  is  the  combined  result  of  in- 
creased acreage  and  higher  yields.  Area 
for  harvest,  at  828,000  acres,  is  4  per- 
cent greater  than  in  1986.  Average  yield 
is  forecast  at  38.5  tons  per  acre. 


from  page  9) 

Sugarbeet  production  is  forecast  at 
27.3  million  tons,  an  increase  of  1  per- 
cent from  the  September  1  forecast  and 
up  8  percent  from  last  year's  production. 
Acreage  expected  to  be  harvested  is  up 
5  percent  from  1986.  An  average  yield 
of  21.9  tons  per  acre  is  expected,  com- 
pared with  21.2  tons  in  1986. 

Estimates  by  states  are  as  follows: 


SUGARBEETS  1/ 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1,000  A 

kCRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

188.0 

215.0 

25.7 

26.5 

4,669 

4,832 

5,698 

COLO 

37.2 

36.8 

23.9 

22.5 

46 

889 

828 

IDAHO 

160.0 

161.0 

26.0 

26.5 

3,496 

4,160 

4,267 

MICH 

110.0 

140.0 

20.8 

20.0 

2,325 

2,288 

2,800 

MINN 

311.0 

310.0 

16.7 

19.0 

5,088 

5,194 

5,890 

MONT 

47.0 

49.2 

21.7 

22.0 

811 

1,020 

1,082 

NEBR 

59.0 

56.6 

23.5 

22.0 

1,229 

1,387 

1,245 

NMEX 

2/ 

.5 

2/ 

22.0 

2/ 

2/ 

11 

NDAK 

163.8 

164.0 

17.9 

18.5 

2,423 

2,932 

3,034 

OHIO 

15.0 

16.0 

20.6 

20.0 

258 

309 

320 

OREG 

12.8 

13.3 

30.0 

29.0 

319 

384 

386 

TEX 

37.0 

32.0 

22.4 

22.0 

833 

829 

704 

WYO 

50.5 

53.9 

19.8 

20.0 

1,032 

1,000 

1,078 

US 

1,191.3 

1,248.3 

21.2 

21.9 

22,529 

25,224 

27,343 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED 
SPRING  PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CALIF.    2/  NOT  ESTIMATED. 

(Table  continued  on  page  12) 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  —  GENERAL  MANAGER 

This  individual  will  be  responsible  for  the  leadership  and  management  of  those 
activities  necessary  for  the  continued  enhancement  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry. 
The  applicant  must  be  an  effective  communicator,  have  the  ability  to  work  with  national 
and  state  legislative  personnel,  capable  of  constructing  and  analyzing  factful  informa- 
tion, and  experience  in  sugar  and/or  agriculture  desirable. 

Please  send  inquiries  to  Dr.  Charles  Richard,  Acting  General  Manager,  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  615  Whitney  Bldg.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130-2692. 
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(Continued  from  page  10) 
SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

FLA 

405.0         420.0 

33.2           34.5 

13,117       13,446       14,490 

HAW 

90.2           88.0 

95.2           97.5 

8,129         8,587         8,580 

LA 

270.0         285.0 

27.3           27.0 

6,006         7,371         7,695 

TEX 

31.0           35.3 

29.3           31.0 

961            907         1,094 

US 

796.2         828.3 

38.1            38.5 

28,213       30,311       31,859 

CROP  PRODUCTION 
OCTOBER  1987 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
A-33  NASS,  USDA 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


sight  that  may  be  easy  to  forget,  but 
stopped  up  drains  during  late  winter 
with  saturated  field  conditions  and  cold 
temperatures  will  reduce  stands  for  next 
year.  Take  the  time  now  while  condi- 
tions are  good  to  make  sure  that  fields 
you  plan  on  keeping  for  stubble  next 
year  have  open  drains  and  are  in  good 
shape. 

DRY  FIELD  CONDITIONS 

Newly  planted  cane  can  certainly 
use  a  rain  at  this  time.  Much  of  the  late 
planted  cane  was  planted  in  land  that 
had  been  prepared  late  because  of  the 
wet  summer  and  therefore  had  very  lit- 
tle moisture.  This  cane  has  already  suf- 
fered but  only  time  will  tell  how  much 
damage  has  been  done.  Two  inches  of 
rain  at  this  time  would  do  all  of  the  cane 
belt  much  good  in  sealing  off  planted 
cane  and  helping  to  insure  good  stands 
next  spring  as  well  as  adding  some 
weight  to  this  year's  crop. 

Because  of  the  dry  field  conditions, 


cane  fires  have  been  a  problem.  A 
number  of  growers  have  had  to  harvest 
burnt,  standing  cane  because  a  cane  fire 
got  away  with  the  dry  conditions.  Also 
at  least  one  harvester,  one  pick-up 
truck,  and  several  electric  poles  have 
been  lost  due  to  cane  fires.  Growers 
would  do  well  to  make  sure  they  have 
sufficient  equipment  to  keep  cane  fires 
under  control.  A  good  sprayer,  set  of 
choppers  and  fire  extinguishers  are  a 
necessity  with  the  dry  conditions. 
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SENCOR. 
GUTHION. 


Sugarcane  Update. 


Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  Bayer  AG,  Leverkusen 


|^ 


Mobay  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

AWARD  WINNERS 

At  the  High  Yield  Awards  Luncheon,  sponsored  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  and  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  the  high  yield  winners 
from  the  1986  crop  were  officially  recognized  and  presented  with  certificates  by 
League  President  Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Denver  Loupe,  Vice-Chancellor 
of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center. 

In  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  are  pictures  of  the  award  winners  from  District 
3.  The  winners  from  the  other  districts  are  being  featured  in  other  issues  of  the 
Bulletin.  Our  congratulations  to  all  of  the  winners  and  best  wishes  to  them  and 
all  growers  during  this  harvest  season. 

The  high  yield  awards  are  based  on  production  of  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  in 
specific  acreage  categories  and  areas  of  the  state.  The  cane  belt  is  divided  into 
four  districts  and  each  area  consists  of  seven  acreage  categories.  The  acreage  groups 
used  in  the  high  yield  contest  are  as  follows:  Group  1  consists  of  growers  with  5 
to  49.9  acres,  group  2  consists  of  growers  with  50  to  99.9  acres,  group  3  consists 
of  growers  with  100  to  199.9  acres,  group  4  consists  of  growers  with  200  to  499.9 
acres,  group  5  consists  of  growers  with  500  to  999.9  acres,  group  6  consists  of 
growers  with  1000  to  2499.9  acres,  and  group  7  consists  of  growers  with  2500  acres 
or  more. 

1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1986  CROP) 
DISTRICT  3:    Assumption,  Lafourche,  and  Terrebonne  Parishes. 
Group/Name  Address 

1  Tommy  Richard  Raceland 

2  Murphy  Richard  Napoleonville 

3  Denis  Knobloch,  Jr.  Raceland 

4  Tro-Lon-Ray  Farm  Raceland 

5  Matherine  Brothers  Thibodaux 

6  Golden  Farm,  Inc.  Gheens 

7  South  Coast  Sugars  Raceland 

Lafourche  Parish  County  Agent,  Dalton  Landry  and  Assumption  Parish  County 
Agent,  Arthur  Bergeron  have  provided  the  following  information  concerning  the 
winners  in  the  third  district. 

The  following  winner  in  district  three  was  from  Assumption  Parish  according 
to  Arthur  Bergeron. 

Murphy  Richard  of  Napoleonville,  received  his  first  high  yield  award  this  year. 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Yield  (lbs.) 

Acres 

8442 

35 

7131 

73.7 

7747 

153.3 

7503 

223.4 

7682 

562.5 

5598 

1002.5 

5641 

4622.2 
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He  had  the  best  production  average 
among  farmers  in  his  district  with  50  to 
99.9  acres,  averaging  7,131  pounds  of 
sugar  an  acre  on  73.7  acres. 

Richard,  59,  has  been  growing 
sugarcane  for  42  years  and  owns  a 
110-acre  farm.  He  and  his  wife  Thelma 
have  three  children. 

Last  year  about  two-thirds  of  his 
cultivated  land  was  in  cane.  His  1986 
crop  consisted  of  26  acres  in  plant  cane, 
30  acres  in  first  stubble  and  25  acres  in 
second  stubble.  Varieties  grown  were  45 
acres  of  CP  72-370, 33  acres  of  CP  65-357 
and  3  acres  of  CP  74-383. 

Richard's  production  average  was 
6,327  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  in  1985, 
6,155  in  1984  and  5,815  in  1983. 

The  following  six  winners  in  district 
3  were  from  Lafourche  Parish  according 
to  Dalton  Landry. 

Tommy  Richard  of  Raceland  re- 
ceived his  fifth  sugarcane  high  yield 
award  this  year  in  the  classification  of 
farms  with  acreage  between  5  and  49.9. 
He  had  the  top  production  average 
among  growers  in  all  four  districts.  He 
averaged  8,442  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre 
on  35  acres. 

The  42-year-old  producer  has  been 
growing  sugarcane  for  23  years  on  his 
51-acre  farm  and  is  part  owner  of  the  re- 
maining acreage.  Last  year  approx- 
imately 74  percent  of  his  cultivated  land 
was  in  cane. 

His  1986  crop  consisted  of  10.6  acres 
in  plant  cane,  13.1  in  first  stubble  and 
13.9  in  second  stubble.  Approximately 
17.5  acres  were  planted  in  variety  CP 
65-357,  3.2  acres  in  CP  70-321, 8.4  acres 
in  CP  72-370, 5.5  acres  in  CP  74-383  and 
3  acres  in  CP  76-331. 

Richard's  1985  crop  averaged  7,411 


pounds  of  sugar  an  acre.  In  1984  it  was 
7,561  and  in  1983,  6,781. 

Denis  Knobloch,  Jr.  of  Raceland 
received  his  fourth  high  yield  award  this 
year.  He  had  the  best  production 
average  among  farmers  with  100  to 
199.9  acres,  averaging  7,747  pounds  of 
sugar  on  153.3  acres. 

Knobloch,  34,  is  a  tenant  on  the  221 
acre  farm,  which  was  planted  to  73  per- 
cent sugarcane  last  year.  He  has  been 
producing  cane  for  16  years  on  this  farm 
where  he  lives  with  his  wife  Debra  and 
their  three  children. 

Last  year  he  had  61  acres  in  plant 
cane,  52  acres  in  first  stubble  and  49.3 
acres  in  second  stubble.  He  planted  45 
acres  in  CP  70-321,  27  acres  in  CP 
65-357, 19  acres  in  CP  72-356,  40  acres 
in  CP  72-370,  17.3  acres  in  CP  74-383 
and  14  acres  in  CP  76-331. 

His  1985  production  average  was 
6,808  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre.  It  was 
7,029  in  1984  and  6,816  in  1983. 

A  first  time  high  yield  award  recip- 
ient, Ray  Champagne  of  Tro-Lon-Ray 
Farm  of  Raceland,  had  a  production 
average  of  7,503  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre 
on  233.4  acres.  This  was  the  best  produc- 
tion average  in  District  III  for  farms 
with  acreage  between  200  and  499.9. 

Champagne  has  been  producing 
cane  for  10  years.  He  is  a  tenant  on  the 
331-acre  farm  where  he  committed  75 
percent  of  his  land  to  cane  last  year.  He 
harvested  94.3  acres  in  plant  cane,  91.5 
acres  in  first  stubble  and  59.9  in  second 
stubble. 

In  1985  he  produced  an  average  of 
6,650  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre,  6,179  in 
1984  and  6,590  in  1983. 

The  43-year-old  producer  and  his 
wife  Linda  have  two  children. 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


(Continued  from  page  4) 


The  Matherne  Brothers  of 
Thibodaux  have  been  top  sugarcane  pro- 
ducers for  years.  They  took  home  their 
21st  high  yield  award  this  year  for  hav- 
ing the  best  production  among  farmers 
with  500  to  999.9  acres.  Their  average 
production  was  7,682  pounds  an  acre  on 
562.5  acres. 

The  four  brothers  who  work  the 
farm  are  J.C.  (Jake)  Matherne,  57; 
Kirlin  Matherne,  56;  Clarence 
Matherne,  52;  and  Francis  Matherne, 
50.  J.C.  and  his  wife  Mabel  are  the 
parents  of  four  children;  Kirlin  and  his 
wife  Lou  Emma  have  six  children; 
Clarence  and  his  wife  Joyal  have  five 
children;  and  Francis  and  his  wife 
Adeline  have  three  children. 

The  Mathernes  planted  approx- 
imately 72  percent  of  their  821-acre 
farm  in  cane  last  year.  They  have  been 
producing  sugarcane  for  42  years  and 
have  been  tenants  at  their  present  loca- 
tion for  27  years. 

Last  year  they  harvested  195  acres 
in  plant  cane,  203  in  first  stubble  and 
196.8  in  second  stubble.  They  planted 
approximately  130  acres  in  variety  CP 
65-357,  174  acres  in  CP  70-321,  117 
acres  in  CP  72-356,  73  acres  in  CP 
74-383,  40  acres  in  CP  72-370,  33  acres 
in  CP  73-351, 15  acres  in  CP  70-330  and 
8  acres  in  CP  76-331. 

The  Mathernes'  outstanding 
achievement  is  demonstrated  year  after 
year.  In  1985  their  average  production 
was  6,789  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre.  It 
was  6,917  in  1984  and  7,102  in  1983. 

Golden  Farms,  Inc.,  operated  by 
Leonard  Oncale  and  Ivy  Melancon,  of 
Gheens,  received  its  first  high  yield 
award  this  year  for  having  the  best  pro- 
duction among  district  farmers  with 


1,000  to  2,499.9  acres.  Their  average 
production  was  5,598  pounds  of  sugar  on 
1,002.5  acres. 

Oncale  has  been  producing  cane  for 
23  years,  while  Melancon  has  been  a 
sugarcane  producer  all  his  life.  Oncale, 
46,  and  his  wife  Marion  have  four 
children.  Melancon,  68,  and  his  wife 
Christine  also  have  four  children. 

Last  year,  they  had  approximately 
432  acres  in  plant  cane,  357  in  first  stub- 
ble and  267  in  second  stubble.  Sixty -five 
percent  of  the  land  was  planted  in  varie- 
ty CP  65-357,  10  percent  in  CP  70-321 
and  15  percent  in  72-356. 

In  1985  their  average  production  on 
the  1,319-acre  farm  was  5,622  pounds  of 
sugar  an  acre,  5,331  in  1984  and  5,403 
in  1983. 

South  Coast  Sugars,  Inc.  of 
Raceland,  received  its  sixth  high  yield 
award  this  year  in  the  category  of  the 
largest  farms  in  the  district  —  acreage 
of  2,500  and  more.  Its  production 
average  was  5,641  pounds  of  sugar  an 
acre  on  4,622.3  acres. 

Norris  Matherne  is  field  manager  of 
the  7,522-acre  farm,  68  percent  of  which 
is  planted  in  sugarcane.  The  34-year-old 
Matherne  and  his  wife  Susan  have  one 
child. 

Last  year,  South  Coast  had  approx- 
imately 1,958  acres  in  plant  cane,  2,038 
acres  in  first  stubble  and  1,129  acres  in 
second  stubble.  Approximately  2,539 
acres  were  planted  in  variety  CP  65-357, 
1055  acres  in  CP  72-356,  902  acres  in  CP 
70-321,  448  acres  in  CP  74-383,  122 
acres  in  CP  72-370,  34  acres  in  CP 
76-331  and  10  acres  in  other  varieties. 

The  farm's  production  average  in 
1985  was  5,140  pounds,  of  sugar  an  acre, 
5,048  in  1984  and  5,291  in  1983. 
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1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Thomas  "Tommy"  Richard 
of  Raceland,  recipient  of 
the  1987  Louisiana  Sugar- 
cane High  Yield  Award  for 
District  3  farms  of  5  to  49.9 
acres. 


iiSSEB^ 


Murphy  Richard  of  Napoleonville,  recipient  of  the  1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High 
Yield  Award  for  District  3  farms  of  50  to  99.9  acres.  Shown  with  Richard  is  Lou- 
isiana Cooperative  Extension  Service  County  Agent  Arthur  Bergeron  of  Assump- 
tion Parish,  at  left. 
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1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Denis  Knobloch  Jr.  of 
Raceland,  recipient  of  the 
1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Award  for 
District  3  farms  of  100  to 
199.9  acres. 


Tro-Lon-Ray  Farm  of 
Raceland  captured  the 
1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Award  for 
District  3  farms  of  200  to 
499.9  acres.  Pictured  is  Ray 
Champagne  of  Tro-Lon- 
Ray. 
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1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


The  Matherne  Brothers  of  Thibodaux,  recipients  of  the  1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Award  in  the  category  of  District  3  farms  of  500  to  999.9  acres.  Pictured 
from  left,  the  brothers  are  Buck  Matherne,  Curly  Matherne  and  Francis  Matherne, 
along  with  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  County  Agent  Dalton  Landry. 
Not  pictured  is  J.C.  "Jake"  Matherne. 


HP^F 


Golden  Farms,  Inc.  cap- 
tured the  1987  Louisiana 
Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Award  for  District  3  farms 
of  1,000  to  2,499.9  acres. 
Pictured  is  Leonard  On- 
cale  of  Golden  Farms.  Not 
pictured  is  Ivy  Melancon. 
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1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Southcoast  Sugars  Inc.  captured  the  1987  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award 
for  District  3  farms  of  2,500  or  more  acres.  Pictured  from  left  are  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  County  Agent  Dalton  Landry  and  Norris  Matherne, 
Robert  Gautreaux,  Harris  LeBlanc  Jr.,  Danny  Broussard  and  Brian  Zeringue,  all 
of  Southcoast. 


FOR  SALE 

All  equipment  from 
300  acre  sugar  farm, 

Call 

504  369-7382 

after  6  p.m. 


Tell  Them 
You  Saw  It  In 

THE 

SUGAR  BULLETIN 


POSITION 
WANTED 

Field  Manager 

or 

Field  Contact  Man 

for  sugar  mill. 

25  years  experience. 

Agriculture  graduate. 

Please  send  replies  to: 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Ad  101 

615  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

KEEP  GOOD  PLANTING  RECORDS  -  ACREAGE  RECORDS 

VARIATION  FROM  SAMPLE  TO  SAMPLE 

AND  MILL  TO  MILL 


Growers  are  reminded  that  the  only 
way  they  can  keep  track  of  the 
numerous  varieties  they  have  in  produc- 
tion is  to  make  and  keep  accurate  plant- 
ing maps.  Many  times  in  the  rush  to  get 
the  planting  operation  completed  this 
task  is  sometimes  put  off.  If  it  hasn't 
been  done  yet,  you  should  try  to  do  it 
before  you  forget  which  block  you  might 
have  planted  that  special  cane  or 
perhaps  your  heat  treated  seed  in.  A  set 
of  good  planting  maps  is  your  key 
towards  monitoring  your  progress  and 
evaluating  how  varieties  are  performing 
on  your  particular  farm. 

Keeping  good  maps  becomes 
especially  important  with  the  number  of 
varieties  that  many  now  have  on  their 
farm.  It  also  becomes  important  now 
that  many  of  the  varieties  tend  to  look 
alike.  Of  course  everyone  can  tell  CP 
72-370  from  the  rest,  but  separating 
varieties  like  CP  76-331  and  CP  74-383 
can,  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  be  dif- 
ficult and  in  many  cases  it  requires  one 
of  the  variety  experts  to  look  at  them 
and  tell  them  apart. 

If  growers  are  to  compete  under 
these  modern  economic  times,  they  must 
keep  good  records  of  the  cane  they  have 
planted.  Only  with  good  records  can  you 
spray  herbicides  properly,  use  seed  cane 
properly,  plan  a  harvest  schedule  pro- 
perly, harvest  after  a  freeze  properly, 
plan  on  keeping  stubble  properly,  plan 
future  years  planting  properly  and  track 
the  adaptability  of  each  variety  on  your 
farm  properly.  Take  the  time  to  make 
and  keep  good  field  maps. 

ACREAGE  RECORDS 

As  an  efficient  grower,  you  should  be 
reporting  your  seed  cane  acreage  and 
overall  acreage  to  your  ASCS  office  as 
accurately  as  possible.  If  you  aren't  pro- 


viding good  records,  then  you  certainly 
cannot  expect  to  have  your  farm  ac- 
curately determine  just  how  good  your 
production  is.  Also,  your  Parish  and  this 
industry  cannot  track  its  progress.  Work 
with  your  ASCS  County  Executive 
Director  so  that  this  industry  will  have 
good  records.  The  ASCS  representative 
in  your  Parish  is  paid  to  work  with  you 
and  make  the  records  as  accurate  as 
possible.  We  need  to  take  advantage  of 
this  so  that  this  data  can  be  useful  to 
you. 

SAMPLE  TO  SAMPLE  AND 
MILL  TO  MILL  VARIATION 

Every  year  we  receive  questions 
about  sampling  variation.  Growers  are 
always  questioning  why  there  should  be 
10,  20,  30  or  more  pounds  of  sugar  dif- 
ference in  samples  taken  from  the  same 
field  of  cane.  In  research  work,  we  have 
terms  which  describe  this  kind  of  varia- 
tion that  can  be  expected  from  within 
the  same  variety  of  cane,  the  same  field, 
same  harvesting  date,  etc.  The  variation 
that  we  measure  in  outfield  variety 
tests,  for  example,  normally  ranges 
anywhere  from  5  to  10%  in  CRS.  These 
samples  are  pulled  by  hand.  In  tests 
where  cane  is  mechanically  loaded  the 
variation  is  always  higher.  Even  in 
research  we  get  samples  with  50  pounds 
or  more  variation  every  now  and  then. 
Therefore,  growers  should  understand 
that  some  variation  is  normal.  In  most 
cases  it  will  average  out  over  the  year. 
In  cases  where  the  variation  becomes  ex- 
treme there  are  usually  reasons  to  ex- 
plain it  and  many  times  they  deal  with 
mechanical  loading  of  the  cane  and  the 
trash  or  mud  that  comes  in  with  the 
samples. 

Growers  should  also  be  reminded 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR  LEGISLATION  TO  BE 
INTRODUCED  IN  CONGRESS 

Congressman  Tom  Downey  (D-NY) 
and  several  of  his  colleagues  announced 
they  plan  to  introduce  legislation  in  the 
House  on  November  12  to  lower  the 
sugar  loan  rate  and  establish  a 
minimum  import  quota  level.  The  loan 
rate  of  18  cents  per  pound  for  raw  cane 
sugar  would  be  lowered  1.5  cents  per 
year  beginning  in  1988  down  to  12  cents 
in  1991.  The  sugar  import  quota  level 
would  be  increased  from  the  current  1 
million  tons  to  1.5  million  short  tons  in 
1988  and  would  be  increased  500,000 
million  tons  per  year  to  3  million  tons 
by  1991.  This  legislation  is  similar  to  a 
Reagan  administration  proposal  in- 
troduced earlier  this  year  which  would 
have  lowered  the  sugar  loan  rate  while 
providing  "transition"  payments  to  pro- 
ducers. There  is  no  provision  for  transi- 
tion payments  in  the  Downey  proposal. 
The  administration  bill  has  received 
minimal  support  in  Congress  since  its 
introduction.  Representative  Downey 
has  been  drafting  the  legislation  with 
the  assistance  of  the  U.S.  Sweetener 
Users  Association.  He  offered  a  similar 
amendment  to  lower  the  sugar  loan  rate 
during  debate  on  the  1985  Farm  Bill, 
but  it  was  defeated  on  the  House  floor 
by  an  almost  two  to  one  margin. 

On  the  Senate  side,  Senators 
Bradley  (D-N J),  Chafee  (R-RI)  and  Roth 
(R-DE)  have  also  circulated  a  letter  to 
members  of  the  Senate  indicating  they 
will  introduce  a  similar  bill  on  the 
Senate  side. 

DRAWBACK  PROVISION 
PUT  ON  HOLD 

Conferees  on  the  joint  House-Senate 
Trade  Bill  Conference  Committee  began 
meeting  last  month  to  try  and  reconcile 
their  versions  of  the  trade  bill.  During 
the  committee's  initial  meeting  to 
review  the  various  tariff  provisions  of 
the  legislation,  the  section  to  extend  the 


sugar  drawback  time  period  was  put  on 
hold  for  further  review  at  the  request  of 
Senators  Packwood  (R-Ore.)  and  Chafee 
(R-RI)  who  have  questioned  what  it 
might  cost  the  federal  government.  The 
drawback  provision  is  identical  in  both 
the  House  and  Senate  bills,  and  pro- 
ponents had  felt  it  would  be  considered 
"nonconferenceable"  and  not  subject  to 
further  debate  during  conference  com- 
mittee meetings.  However  opponents 
said  that  since  it  is  an  amendment  to  the 
trade  bill  and  not  part  of  the  main  body 
of  the  bill,  that  they  were  justified  in 
asking  for  further  discussion. 

CONGRESSMEN  VISIT 
LOUISIANA  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 

At  the  invitation  of  Congressman 
Jimmy  Hayes  (D-LA),  several  of  his 
fellow  freshmen  members  of  the  House 
had  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  Loui- 
siana sugar  industry  October  23  as 
guests  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  They  were  able  to  get  a 
firsthand  look  at  sugarcane  harvesting 
and  mill  operations  in  Louisiana.  Par- 
ticipating in  the  day  long  trip  with 
Hayes  were:  Congressmen  Bilbray  (D- 
NV),  Buechner  (E-MO),  Campbell  CD- 
CO),  Chapman  (D-TX),  Espy  (D-MS), 
Harris  (D-AL)  and  Johnson  (D-SD). 
Another  trip  is  scheduled  November  16 
to  be  hosted  by  Congressman  Clyde 
Holloway  (R-LA). 

WORK  CONTINUES  ON 
BUDGET  COMPROMISE 

Congressional  leaders  and  White 
House  officials  continue  working  to  try 
and  forge  an  agreement  on  a  deficit 
reduction  package  to  avoid  across-the 
board  cuts  required  under  the 
Gramm/Rudman/Hollings  law.  If  the 
White  House  and  Congress  do  not  reach 
agreement  by  November  20,  the 
balanced-budget  law  will  require  $23 
billion  in  across-the-board  spending  cuts 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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equally  divided  between  domestic  and 
defense  spending  although  not  all  pro- 
grams are  affected.  An  8.5%  automatic 
spending  cut  would  go  into  effect  for 
agriculture  spending,  including  1988 
crop  loans  and  other  farm  program 
benefits. 

U.S.  SUGAR  INDUSTRY  CALLS 
FOR  END  TO  AG  SUBSIDIES 

A  coalition  representing  U.S.  sugar 
producers  and  processors  called  upon  the 
Reagan  Administration  to  push  for  an 
end  to  all  international  agriculture  sub- 
sidy programs  by  the  year  2000,  in  the 
face  of  European  Economic  Community 
(EEC)  objections.  U.S.  negotiators  at  the 
General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and 
Trade  (GATT)  meetings  being  held  in 
Brussels  have  offered  the  Reagan  plan 
to  move  toward  international  free  trade 
for  agriculture.  The  European  Com- 
munity not  only  rejected  the  free  trade 
proposal  but  also  proposed  new 
agriculture  import  restrictions. 

The  EEC's  Common  Agriculture 
Plan  for  sugar  is  among  its  most 
agressive  export  subsidization  pro- 
grams. Nearly  all  of  the  sugar  traded  on 
the  so-called  "world  market"  is  excess 
EEC  sugar. 

In  a  statement  released  at  the 
American  Agriculture  Editors'  Associa- 
tion's 1987  annual  meeting  in  Min- 
neapolis, Van  Olsen,  President  of  the 
Sugar  Information  Bureau  said,  "The 
American  farmer  is  very  efficient  in  the 
production  of  sugar  as  in  the  production 
of  other  crops.  If  the  Administration's 
GATT  proposal  resulted  in  the 
negotiated  elimination  of  all  trade  bar- 
riers and  export  subsidies  in  every 
country,  our  sugar  industry  would  be 
competitive  by  world  standards. 
However,  subsidized  sugar  originating 
in  the  European  Community  is  now 
devastating  the  sugar  industries  of  the 


world's  less  developed  countries.  These 
countries  in  turn  utilize  limited 
resources  to  subsidize  their  own  sugar 
production.  Such  subsidized  production 
could  indeed  devastate  the  U.S.  sugar 
industry  if  the  country's  domestic  sugar 
policies  were  unilaterally  abandoned  in 
hopes  that  the  rest  of  the  world  would 
follow  suit." 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
that  the  core  sampling  procedure  works 
very  well  to  distribute  the  growers  share 
of  a  mill's  sugar  amongst  the  shippers 
of  that  one  mill.  However  it  may  not  be 
effective  in  comparing  one  grower  of  one 
mill  to  a  grower  from  another  mill  or 
comparing  one  mill  to  another.  This  is 
due  to  differences  in  the  core  sample  lab 
procedures  used  by  each  mill.  Dif- 
ferences in  the  kinds  of  prebreaker  or 
shredder,  the  pressure  used  in  the  press, 
the  time  in  which  a  sample  is  pressed, 
the  amount  of  pressed  cake  used  to 
determine  the  fiber  percentage,  the  dry- 
ing time,  the  method  of  drying  whether 
conventional  ovens  or  microwave  ovens, 
and  simple  laboratory  techniques  will 
all  effect  the  calculation  of  CRS.  Since 
all  of  these  procedures  are  constant 
within  any  one  mill,  then  the  division 
of  the  growers  share  (approximately 
60%)  of  the  sugar  will  be  made  fairly 
amongst  all  of  the  shippers  to  that  mill. 
In  addition  to  factors  inside  the  core  lab, 
the  liquidation  factor  used  by  each  mill 
can  vary  and  therefore  comparing 
numbers  from  one  mill  to  another  can 
be  even  more  deceiving.  At  some  point 
in  time  the  mills  may  decide  to  standar- 
dize their  procedures  in  the  core  lab,  but 
until  that  time,  growers  should  be 
careful  about  comparisons  from  mill  to 
mill. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

AWARD  WINNERS 

At  the  High  Yield  Awards  Luncheon,  sponsored  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  and  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  the  high  yield  winners 
from  the  1986  crop  were  officially  recognized  and  presented  with  certificates  by 
League  President  Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Denver  Loupe,  Vice-Chancellor 
of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center. 

In  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  are  pictures  of  the  award  winners  from  District 
4.  The  winners  from  the  other  three  districts  will  be  featured  in  future  issues  of 
the  Bulletin.  Our  congratulations  to  all  of  the  winners  and  best  wishes  to  them 
and  all  growers  during  this  harvest  season. 

The  high  yield  awards  are  based  on  production  of  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  in 
specific  acreage  categories  and  areas  of  the  state.  The  cane  belt  is  divided  into 
four  districts  and  each  area  consists  of  seven  acreage  categories.  The  acreage  groups 
used  in  the  high  yield  contest  are  as  follows:  Group  1  consists  of  growers  with  5 
to  49.9  acres,  group  2  consists  of  growers  with  50  to  99.9  acres,  group  3  consists 
of  growers  with  100  to  199.9  acres,  group  4  consists  of  growers  with  200  to  499.9 
acres,  group  5  consists  of  growers  with  500  to  999.9  acres,  group  6  consists  of 
growers  with  1000  to  2499.9  acres,  and  group  7  consists  of  growers  with  2500  acres 
or  more. 

1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 
(1986  CROP) 

DISTRICT  4:    Ascension,  Iberville,  Pointe  Coupee,  St.  Charles,  St.  James, 

St.  John  and  West  Baton  Rouge  Parishes. 
Group/Name 

1  S.E.  Wood  and  Sons 

2  Mark  Callegan 

3  Randall  Rivere 

4  LeBlanc  Farms 

5  Ourso  Farms,  Inc. 

6  St.  Louis  Planting,  Inc. 

7  None 

St.  James  Parish  County  Agent,  James  Garrett,  Jr.  and  Iberville  Parish  County 
Agent,  Louis  Favaron  have  provided  the  following  information  concerning  the  win- 
ners in  the  fourth  district. 

The  following  winner  in  district  four  was  from  St.  James  Parish  according  to 
James  Garrett,  Jr. 

S.  E.  Wood  and  Sons,  run  by  Gerald  E.  Wood  and  Michael  Wood,  received  its 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Address 

Yield  (lbs.) 

Acres 

St.  James 

7339 

37.6 

White  Castle 

7081 

55.4 

White  Castle 

7272 

154.8 

White  Castle 

7993 

352.6 

White  Castle 

7841 

760.9 

Plaquemine 

6445 

1062.8 
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first  high  yield  award  this  year.  The 
farm  had  the  best  production  average 
among  farmers  in  its  district  with  5  to 
49.9  acres,  averaging  7,339  pounds  of 
sugar  an  acre  on  37.6  acres. 

Gerald  Wood,  46,  has  been  growing 
sugarcane  for  14  years  and  working  the 
50-acre  farm  where  he's  been  a  tenant 
for  30  years.  He  and  his  wife  Barbara 
have  four  children. 

Last  year  about  72  percent  of  the 
Woods'  cultivated  land  was  in  cane. 
They  used  varieties  CP  72-370,  CP 
65-357  and  CP  72-356. 

The  Woods  production  average  was 
4,424  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  in  1985, 
6,120  in  1984  and  6,742  in  1983. 

The  following  five  winners  in 
district  four  were  from  Iberville  Parish 
according  to  Louis  Favaron. 

Mark  Callegan,  of  White  Castle, 
received  his  first  sugarcane  high  yield 
award  this  year  in  the  classification  of 
farms  with  acreages  between  50  and 
99.9.  His  production  average  was  7,081 
pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  on  55.4  acres. 

The  29-year-old  producer  has  been 
growing  sugarcane  for.  10  years  on  the 
70-acre  farm  where  he  lives  with  his 
wife  Ann  and  their  two  children.  Last 
year  he  harvested  approximately  30 
acres  in  plant  cane,  20  acres  in  first 
stubble  and  21  acres  in  second  stubble. 
He  used  varieties  CP  70-321  and  CP 
74-383. 

Randall  Rivere,  of  White  Castle, 
received  his  fifth  high  yield  award  this 
year.  He  had  the  best  production 
average  among  farmers  with  100  to 
199.9  acres,  averaging  7,272  pounds  of 
sugar  on  154.8  acres. 

Rivere,  30,  is  a  tenant  on  the  farm 
where  he  has  been  growing  cane  for  10 
years.   His   main  varieties  were   CP 


70-321,  CP  70-330,  CP  72-356  and  CP 
74-383. 

In  1985  he  averaged  6,405  pounds  of 
sugar  an  acre  to  receive  the  1986  high 
yield  award. 

LeBlanc  Farms,  operated  by  Dudley, 
Jeddy  and  Jerry  LeBlanc,  of  White  Cas- 
tle, received  its  third  high  yield  award 
averaging  7,993  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre 
on  352.8  acres.  This  was  the  best  produc- 
tion average  in  district  4  for  farms  with 
acreage  between  200  and  499.9. 

The  LeBlancs  have  been  producing 
cane  for  over  30  years  on  the  350-acre 
farm  where  they  are  tenants.  Last  year 
160  acres  were  harvested  in  plant  cane, 
160  acres  in  first  stubble  and  100  acres 
in  second  stubble.  They  used  varieties 
CP  70-321,  CP  72-370,  CP  74-383,  CP 
72-356  and  CP  76-331. 

Dudley,  54,  and  his  wife  Marie  have 
seven  children.  Jeddy,  48,  and  his  wife 
Clara  Ann  have  three  children  and 
Jerry,  46,  and  his  wife  Hilda  have  four 
children. 

Ourso  Farms,  also  of  White  Castle, 
received  its  second  high  yield  award  this 
year  for  an  average  production  of  7,841 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  760.9  acres 
becoming  the  top  producer  among  those 
with  500  to  999.9  acres  in  the  district. 
Last  year  they  averaged  6,176  pounds 
of  sugar  to  receive  a  first  high  yield 
award. 

The  four  brothers  who  work  the 
farm  are  34-year-old  Milton  "Rocky" 
Ourso  Jr.,  32-year-old  Donnie,  26-year- 
old  Mitchell  and  24-year-old  Artie. 
Rocky  and  his  wife  Drena  have  one 
child,  Donnie  and  his  wife  Sylvia  have 
two  children,  Mitchell  and  his  wife  Amy 
have  one  child  and  Artie  and  his  wife 
Christine  have  one  child. 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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The  brothers  have  been  producing 
cane  16  years.  They've  been  tenants  for 
four  years  on  the  1300-acre  farm  where 
they  raise  cane. 

Last  year  they  harvested  380  acres 
in  plant  cane,  350  acres  in  first  stubble 
and  95  acres  in  second  stubble.  They 
planted  varieties  CP  70-321,  CP  72-356, 
CP  74-383  and  CP  70-330. 

St.  Louis  Planting  Inc.,  operated  by 
John  and  Price  Gay,  of  Plaquemine, 
received  its  first  high  yield  award  this 
year  for  having  the  best  production 
among  district  farmers  with  1,000  to 
2,499.9  acres.  Their  average  production 
was  6,445  pounds  of  sugar  on  1,062.8 
acres. 

John  and  Price  have  been  producing 
cane  for  15  years  and  have  been  tenants 
on  the  1950-acre  farm  for  three  years. 


John  and  his  wife  Karen  have  four 
children,  while  Price  and  his  wife 
Lanelle  have  one  child. 

Last  year,  they  had  approximately 
410  acres  in  plant  cane,  403  in  first  stub- 
ble, 358  in  second  stubble,  119  acres  in 
third  stubble  and  69  acres  in  fourth 
stubble.  Thirty  percent  of  the  land  was 
planted  in  variety  CP  70-321,  34  percent 
in  CP  74-383,  10  percent  in  CP  72-370 
and  5  percent  in  CP  76-331. 

In  1985  their  average  production 
was  5,870  pounds  of  sugar  an  acre  and 
5,850  in  1984. 
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FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From 
Louisiana  Sugar  Families  &  Their  Friends 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

615  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me. 


.copies  at  $9.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $11.50. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


Name 


Address 


City. 


.State. 


-Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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The  farm  of  S.E.  Wood  and 
Sons,  Rt.  2,  St.  James,  is  a 
recipient  in  the  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Awards  Pro- 
gram sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension Service  and  the 
American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  having  produced 
7,339  pounds  of  sugar  per 
acre  on  37.6  acres  in  1986. 
Discussing  the  1987  crop 
with  Gerald  Wood  (left)  is 
St.  James  Parish  Exten- 
sion Agent  James  N.  Gar- 
rett, Jr. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark 
Callegan,  Rt.  1,  White  Cas- 
tle, are  recipients  in  the 
Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Awards  Program  spon- 
sored by  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension 
Service  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  hav- 
ing produced  7,081  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  on  55.4 
acres  in  1986.  With  the 
Callegans  are  their  son 
Lance  and  daughter  Lacey. 
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1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Randall  Rivere  (left),  Rt.  1, 
White  Castle,  is  a  recipient 
in  the  Sugarcane  High 
Yield  Awards  Program 
sponsored  by  the  Louisi- 
ana Cooperative  Extension 
Service  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  hav- 
ing produced  7,272  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  on  154.8 
acres  in  1986.  With  Rivere 
is  Louis  Favaron,  county 
agent  in  Iberville  Parish. 


LeBlanc  Farms,  Rt.  1,  White  Castle,  is  a  recipient  in  the  Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Awards  Program  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  and 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  having  produced  7,993  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre 
on  352.6  acres  in  1986.  Operators  of  the  farm  are  (first  row  left  to  right)  Jeddy 
LeBlanc,  Jerry  LeBlanc  and  Dudley  LeBlanc  and  one  son  of  each  respectively  (se- 
cond row)  Darin  LeBlanc,  Todd  LeBlanc  and  Kim  LeBlanc. 
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1987  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Ourso  Farms  Inc.,  Rt.  1,  White  Castle,  is  a  recipient  in  the  Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Awards  Program  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  and 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  having  produced  7,841  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre 
on  760.9  acres  in  1986.  Operators  of  the  farm  are  Geft  to  right)  Rocky  Ourso,  Mit- 
chell Ourso,  Artie  Ourso  and  Donnie  Ourso. 


St.  Louis  Planting  Inc.,  3105  St.  Louis  Road,  Plaquemine  is  a  recipient  in  the  Sugar- 
cane High  Yield  Awards  Program  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  having  produced  6,445  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  on  1,062.8  acres  in  1986.  Managers  John  Gay  (left)  and  Price  Gay 
(right)  discuss  the  use  of  a  Laserplane  in  leveling  land  with  Iberville  Parish  Exten- 
sion Agent  Louis  Favaron. 


DECEMBER  1,  1987 


SENCOR. 
GUTHION. 


Sugarcane  Update. 
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Don't  take  chances 
with  your  sugar  crop. 


Tests  prove  it.  And  years  of  grower  use 
confirm  it. 

When  you  want  early,  dependable 
protection  from  sucrose-robbing  weeds 
and  insects,  you  can't  do  better 
than  SENCOR  herbicide  and 
GUTHION  insecticide. 

SENCOR  gives  you  control  of 
grass  and  broadleaf  weeds 
before  they  become  a 
problem.  Without  injuring 
your  cane. 

GUTHION  provides 
fast  knockdown  of  sugar- 
cane borer,  and  long 
residual  control  even  in 
hot  weather. 

And  both  offer  you  ap- 
plication flexibility,  at  a  price 
that  makes  good  business  sense. 

This  year,  don't  compromise.  Ask  your 
chemical  supplier  for  the  proven  protection 
of  SENCOR  and  GUTHION. 

GUTHION  2L  is  a  RESTRICTED  USE  PESTICIDE. 

SENCOR  and  GUTHION  are  Reg.  TMs  of  Bayer  AG,  Leverkusen. 


|^ 


Mobay  Corporation 

Agricultural  Chemicals  Division 
Box  4913,  Kansas  City,  MO  64120 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

SPECIAL  RESEARCH  PROGRAM  -  DR.  G.T.A.  BENDA  RETIRES 


During  1986,  a  special  dues  increase 
was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
additional  money  for  research  that  is  im- 
portant to  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  In- 
dustry. The  dues  increase  was  a  two 
phase  program,  with  a  one  cent  increase 
collected  from  the  1986  crop  and  a  two 
cent  increase  collected  from  the  1987 
crop.  The  dues  increase  applies  to  both 
the  grower's  and  the  processor's  share 
of  the  dues,  therefore  providing  a  total 
of  two  cents  per  ton  more  from  the  1986 
crop  and  four  cents  per  ton  more  from 
the  1987  and  following  crops. 

With  the  one  cent  of  additional  dues 
collected  from  the  1986  crop  that  was 
grown  and  ground,  $145,436.98  was  col- 
lected. This  money  has  been  placed  in 
a  special  account  in  which  only  these 
monies  are  kept.  As  reported  in  the  May 
1  issue  of  the  Bulletin,  a  committee  of 
eight  (composed  of  both  growers  and  pro- 
cessors) met  and  selected  the  best  of  the 
research  proposals  that  had  been  sub- 
mitted. The  proposals  and  authors  that 
were  funded  are  listed  below  by 
category: 

Processing  Research 

Quick  core  lab  test  for  dextran.  S.J. 
Clarke,  D.F.  Day  and  D.  Sarkar. 

Dextranase  from  yeast-further  devel- 
opment. 

Donal  F.  Day  Automatic  vacuum  pan 
control.  W.  Keenliside. 

Field  Research 

Factors  influencing  the  concentra- 
tion of  dextran  in  sugarcane  juice- 
a  field  perspective.  B.L. 
Legendre. 

Expand  the  size  of  the  commercial 
breeding  program  from  75  to  90 
thousand  seedlings  at  Houma  to 
offset  losses  from  sugarcane 
smut.  R.D.  Breaux  and  J.W. 
Dunckelman. 

Investigations    on    the    role    of 


Pythium  root  rot  in  stubble 
decline  and  measures  for  its  con- 
trol. J.W.  Hoy  and  R.W. 
Schneider. 

Developing  more  effective  and 
efficient  methods  to  control  it- 
chgrass  in  sugarcane.  R.W. 
Millhollon. 

Sampling  and  spread  of  ratoon 
stunting  disease.  K.E.  Damann, 
Jr.,  V.L.  Wright,  C.A.  Hollier. 

False  shaving  for  unincorporated 
herbicides:  Is  it  profitable?  E.P. 
Richard,  Jr. 

Biotechnology  tools  for  production 
and  research.  Michael  P. 
Grisham. 

The  total  expenditure  of  these  ten 
research  proposals  amounts  to 
$137,414.00.  Status  reports  will  be  re- 
ceived from  the  scientists  of  each  of  the 
proposals  funded  during  1987.  Requests 
for  proposals  for  this  coming  year  are 
now  being  mailed.  Any  interested  scien- 
tists can  send  in  proposals  for  funding. 
Information  concerning  the  format  for 
the  preparation  of  research  proposals 
can  be  obtained  from  the  League  Office. 

DR.  BENDA  RETIRES 

Dr.  Gerd  Thomas  Alfred,  Benda, 
more  affectionately  known  to  all  of  us 
as  simply  Dr.  Benda,  retired  from  the 
USDA  on  November  19, 1987.  Dr.  Ben- 
da has  served  this  industry  well  for  more 
than  20  years.  There  is  much  about  Dr. 
Benda  that  I  believe  would  interest  most 
people. 

Dr.  Benda  was  born  in  Berlin,  Ger- 
many and  moved  to  New  York  at  an  ear- 
ly age  with  his  parents.  He  attended 
Pennington  Preparatory  School  and 
then  graduated  from  Princeton  Univer- 
sity with  honors  at  the  age  of  18!  He 
then  attended  graduate  school  at  Yale 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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(Continued  from  page  11) 


and  served  in  the  Army  Air  Corps.  Upon 
his  discharge  from  the  service  he  re- 
turned to  Yale  to  teach.  He  later  served 
on  a  post-doctoral  at  the  Rothemstead 
Experiment  Station  in  Rothemstead, 
England.  He  continued  his  post  doctoral 
work  under  the  Nobel  Laureate, 
Wendell  Stanley,  in  the  virus  laboratory 
at  the  University  of  California, 
Berkeley.  In  1957,  he  moved  to  Notre 
Dame  University  where  he  taught,  con- 
ducted research  and  supervised 
graduate  students. 

In  1964,  on  a  Rockerfeller  Founda- 
tion Grant,  he  began  his  work  on  the 
heat  treatment  of  sugarcane  diseases  in 
Compinos,  Brazil. 

Since  February  1, 1966,  he  has  been 
employed  as  a  Research  Scientist  at  the 
USDA  Sugar  Cane  Field  Laboratory  in 
Houma.  He  has  published  over  85  scien- 
tific papers  and  is  considered  a 
worldwide  expert  in  sugarcane  diseases 
and  in  the  heat  therapy  for  their  control. 
His  most  notable  contribution  to  the 
Louisiana  Industry  is  of  course  the  hot 
water  treatment  for  control  of  Ratoon 
Stunting  Disease.  His  work  has  shown 
that  the  disease  can  be  controlled  with 
a  method  that  did  not  require  stripping 
of  the  cane  leaves  and  could  give  a  good 
survival  when  the  heat  resistance  of  the 
cane  is  maximized.  All  of  the  details  of 
the  process  have  been  worked  out  by  Dr. 
Benda  including  the  cultural  practices, 
time  and  temperature  restrictions,  and 
variety  order  for  treatment. 

In  addition  to  his  research  on  heat 
treatment,  he  has  conducted  research  in 
numerous  other  areas  which  have  been 
important  to  the  industry.  Not  all  of 
these  have  been  necessarily  used  by 
growers,  but  all  of  them  have  added  to 


our  understanding  of  cane  and  how  it  is 
affected  by  diseases  and  other  factors. 

During  his  career,  Dr.  Benda  has 
been  an  author  on  many  scientific 
papers,  has  worked  with  nearly  every 
scientist  at  the  Houma  Station,  has  at- 
tended and  participated  in  numerous 
scientific  meetings  and  is  respected 
throughout  the  world  as  an  expert  in  his 
field.  His  research  in  this  industry  has 
had  practical  application  as  evidenced 
by  the  wide  spread  use  of  the  heat  treat- 
ment control  measures  for  Ratoon 
Stunting  Disease.  He  has  been,  and 
hopefully  will  continue  to  be,  a  friend  of 
this  sugar  industry. 

Out  congratulations  to  Dr.  Benda  on 
his  successful  career  and  our  best  wishes 
to  him  and  his  family  in  their  future 
endeavors. 


POSITION 
WANTED 

Field  Manager 

or 

Field  Contact  Man 

for  sugar  mill. 

25  years  experience. 
Agriculture  graduate. 

Please  send  replies  to: 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Ad  101 

615  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


DOWNEY/BRADLEY  INTRODUCE 
SUGAR  LEGISLATION 

Congressman  Tom  Downey  (D-NY) 
and  Senator  Bill  Bradley  (D-N.J.)  held 
a  joint  press  conference  November  17  to 
announce  that  they  were  introducing 
legislation  to  lower  the  sugar  loan  rate 
and  increase  the  import  quota  level. 
Under  their  bill,  the  current  loan  rate 
of  18  cents  per  pound  for  raw  cane  sugar 
would  be  lowered  1.5  cents  per  year 
beginning  in  1988,  down  to  12  cents  in 
1991.  The  sugar  import  quota  level 
would  increase  from  the  current  1 
million  tons  to  1.5  million  short  tons  in 
1988  and  would  be  increased  an  addi- 
tional 500  million  tons  per  year  to  3 
million  tons  by  1991.  Sponsors  said  it 
would  lower  the  price  of  sugar  to  con- 
sumers and  would  insure  continued  im- 
ports from  the  Caribbean  and  other 
sugar-exporting  countries. 

Reacting  to  introduction  of  the  anti- 
sugar  bill,  Van  Olsen,  president  of  the 
Sugar  Information  Bureau  said  that  the 
"food  and  beverage  industry,  which  has 
nearly  doubled  its  profits  since  1981, 
ought  to  be  embarrassed  by  this  legisla- 
tions^ attempt  to  create  further  wind- 
fall profits  for  the  industry  at  the  ex- 
pense of  U.S.  sugar  farmers."  "The 
claim  that  the  proposed  program  will 
save  consumers  billions  of  dollars  is 
totally  misleading.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  a  reduction  in  sugar  prices  will  be 
passed  on  to  the  consumer,"  Olsen  said. 

Senator  Bradley  was  joined  by  six 
additional  cosponsors  in  the  Senate, 
Congressman  Downey  had  26  cospon- 
sors in  the  House. 

SUGAR  DRAWBACK 
HEARING  HELD 

Senator  John  Melcher  (D-MT), 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Subcommittee  on  Production,  Market- 
ing and  Stabilization  of  Prices,  held  a 


hearing  November  16  on  the  effect  of  the 
drawback  extension  amendment  on  the 
sugar  program.  Although  this  provision 
is  identical  in  both  the  Senate  and 
House  trade  bills,  Senators  Melcher, 
Packwood  (R-OR),  and  Chafee  (R-RI)  had 
requested  the  conference  committee  to 
put  it  on  hold  for  further  review. 

Testifying  on  behalf  of  the  Reagan 
Administration  in  opposition  to  exten- 
sion of  the  drawback  program  were 
Richard  W.  Goldberg.  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  Richard  Rosetti, 
U.S.  Customs  Service.  Testifying  in  sup- 
port of  the  extension  were  Nick 
Kominus,  U.S.  Cane  Refiners  Associa- 
tion, William  Shanley,  Amstar  Sugar 
Corp.,  Robert  Hanna,  Imperial  Sugar 
Co.,  William  Sprague,  Savannah  Foods 
&  Industries,  and  Andrew  Ferrier, 
Refined  Sugar. 

SWEETENER  INDUSTRY 
MEETS  AGAIN 

The  U.S.  sweetener  industry  met  for 
a  third  time  on  November  12  in 
Washington  to  continue  discussions  on 
how  to  maintain  the  current  sugar  pro- 
gram and  to  look  for  ways  to  preserve 
the  foreign  import  quota.  Represen- 
tatives of  all  segments  of  the  nutritive 
sweetener  industry  attended  this  latest 
meeting.  Representing  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  were  Fred  Clark, 
Randy  Roane,  Pete  deGravelles  and  Bill 
Patout.  Another  meeting  is  scheduled  in 
January. 

CONGRESSMEN  TOUR 
LOUISIANA  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
and  Congressman  Clyde  Holloway  (R- 
LA)  hosted  a  congressional  tour  of  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  on 
November  16.  Joining  Congressman 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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WASHINGTON 
UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  13) 

Holloway  were  four  of  his  fellow 
freshmen  colleagues  —  Congressmen 
Jack  Davis  (R-IL),  Elton  Gallegly  (R- 
CA),  Denny  Hastert  (R-IL)  and  Jim  In- 
hofe  (R-OK).  Starting  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  group  visited  the  Alma  Sugar 
Plantation  in  Lakeland.  Under  the 
guidance  of  League  member  David 
Stewart,  the  Congressmen  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  view  the  harvesting  and 
loading  of  sugarcane  in  the  fields  and 
then  were  given  a  tour  of  the  Alma 
sugar  mill.  This  was  the  second  congres- 
sional tour  during  this  harvest  season, 
and  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of 
League  members  who  have  participated 
in  both  of  these  successful  trips  is 
appreciated. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

USDA  released  its  November  Crop 
Production  Report  forecasting  sugar- 
cane production  for  sugar  and  seed  in 
1987  at  30.9  million  tons,  down  3  per- 
cent from  the  October  1  forecast  but  up 
2  percent  from  the  2986  total.  Sugarbeet 
production  is  forecast  at  27.7  million 
tons,  an  increase  of  1  percent  from  the 
October  1  forecast  and  10  percent  above 
1986  production.  Estimates  by  states  are 
as  follows: 

(See  Sugarbeet  Table,  page  15) 


Take  Stock  in  America 

Buy 
U.  S.  SAVINGS  BONDS 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Mailing  List  Update 

□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

D  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State. 


Zip 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

615  WHITNEY  BUILDING 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.  70130 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached. 
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SUGARBEETS 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

188.0 

215.0 

25.7 

27.0 

4,669 

4,832 

5,805 

COLO 

37.2 

36.8 

23.9 

22.5 

46 

889 

828 

IDAHO 

160.0 

161.0 

26.0 

26.5 

3,496 

4,160 

4,267 

MICH 

110.0 

140.0 

20.8 

20.0 

2,325 

2,288 

2,800 

MINN 

311.0 

310.0 

16.7 

19.9 

5,088 

5,194 

6,169 

MONT 

47.0 

49.2 

21.7 

22.0 

811 

1,020 

1,082 

NEBR 

59.0 

56.6 

23.5 

20.0 

1,229 

1,387 

1,132 

NMEX 

2/ 

.5 

2/ 

22.0 

2/ 

2/ 

11 

NDAK 

163.8 

164.0 

17.9 

19.0 

2,423 

2,932 

3,116 

OHIO 

15.0 

16.0 

20.6 

18.0 

258 

309 

288 

OREG 

12.8 

13.3 

30.0 

29.0 

319 

384 

386 

TEX 

37.0 

32.0 

22.4 

22.0 

833 

829 

704 

WYO 

50.5 

53.9 

19.8 

20.0 

1,032 

1,000 

1,078 

US 

1,191.3 

1,248.3 

21.2 

22.2 

22,529 

25,224 

27,666 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED 
SPRING  PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CALIF.    2/  NOT  ESTIMATED. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

FLA 

405.0         420.0 

33.2           33.5 

13,117       13,446       14,317 

HAW 

90.2           88.0 

95.2           97.5 

8,129         8,587         8,580 

LA 

270.0         285.0 

27.3           25.0 

6,006         7,371         7,125 

TEX 

31.0           35.3 

29.3           31.0 

961            907         1,094 

US 

796.2         828.3 

38.1            37.3 

28,213       30,311       30,869 

CROP  PRODUCTION 
NOVEMBER  1987 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
A-14  NASS,  USDA 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 


THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 


CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 


DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 


F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  61520         New  Orleans,  LA  70161 


Manard  Molasses  Division 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

700  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

FARM  CREDIT 
BANK  OF  JACKSON 

P.O.  Box  16099 
Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pelican  State  Lime  Division 

RADCLIFF  MATERIALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1637  Morgan  City,  LA  70380 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1149 

New  Iberia,  LA  70561-1149 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PRODUCTION 
CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  15427 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMPSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


i  Building 
s,  La.  70130 

:tion  Requested) 


Serials  Dept*   Cathy  Branndn 

BULK  RATE 

Louisiana  State  University  Library 

U.S.  POSTAGE 

Baton  Rouge,   LA  70303 

PAID 

PERMIT  NO.  533 

New  Orleans,  La. 

The  Sugar 
Bulletin 

OFFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A. 

g  A  VERY  MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND  A 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  TO  ALL  OF  OUR 
MEMBERS  AND  READERS 


V®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®^ 


In  This  Issue 

|    Up  Front  With  The  League  | 

1  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 3    § 

I    Washington  Update  With  Don  Wallace 4    | 

m 
Farm  Notes  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 5    | 

1 
Sugarmark  Slogans 7    I 


Vol.  66  -  No.  6  DECEMBER  15,  1987 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


Charles  A.  Richard,  Director  of  Research  and  Field  Representative 
Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 
Carol  Barnes,  Secretary 

Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 

Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 
615  Whitney  Bldg.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70130-2692 
Phone:  (504)  525-3956  or  525-6848 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


Fred  Y.  Clark,  Franklin,  La. 

President 
William  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  La. 

1st  Vice-President 
Daniel  Viator,  Youngsville,  La. 

2nd  Vice-President 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 

3rd  Vice-President 


Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

4th  Vice-President 
Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 

5th  Vice-President 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  La. 

Treasurer 
F.  A.  Graugnard,  St.  James,  La. 

Secretary 


Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  La. 
J.  G.  Beaud,  New  Roads,  La. 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Joseph  E.  Boudreaux,  Thibodaux,  La. 
P.  J.  deGravelles,  Franklin,  La. 
Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  La. 
Andrew  Gay,  Plaquemines,  La. 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
R.  Charles  Hodson,  Jr.,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Roddy  Hulett,  Franklin,  La. 
Kenneth  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  La. 
Denis  Lanaux,  Killona,  La. 
Lloyd  Lauden,  New  Orleans,  La. 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 
Jerome  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 
J.  Randolph  Roane,  Jeanerette,  La. 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 
Jim  Rodriguez,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Jr.,  Franklin,  La. 


Harold  Schexnayder,  White  Castle,  La. 
Edward  T.  Supple,  Bayou  Goula,  La. 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  La. 
James  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
John  Thibaut,  Napoleonville,  la. 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  La. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Charles  Billeaud,  Broussard,  La. 
Paul  G.  Borron,  Jr.,  Plaquemine,  La. 
Jerry  L.  Dickson,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Gilbert  J.  Durbin,  New  Orleans,  La. 
F.  Evans  Farwell,  New  Orleans,  La. 
J.  N.  Foret,  Jr.,  Mathews,  La. 
Warren  J.  Harang,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 
E.  W.  McNeil,  Brusly,  La. 
Charles  C.  Savoie,  Belle  Rose,  La. 
E.  Berkshire  Terrill,  Brusly,  La. 
M.  V.  Yarbrough,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 


Third  Class  postage  paid  at  New  Orleans,  La.  Issued  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month.  Subscription  Members  50 
cents  a  year.  Non-Members  $10.00  a  year.  Foreign  Countries  $50.00  a  year.  The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is 
not  responsible  for  issues  lost  in  transit.  Back  issues  supplied  when  available  at  one  dollar  a  copy. 
POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN,  615  WHITNEY  BLDG.,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.  70130. 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE 

LEAGUE  FOUNDATION  - 

SUGAR  ASSOCIATION 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Foundation  was  formed  in  1980  to  spon- 
sor sugar  cane  production  and  process- 
ing research.  The  Foundation  can  accept 
donations  from  anyone  in  the  form  of 
cash,  property,  stocks,  patronage 
dividends,  or  other  items  of  value.  The 
earnings  from  these  donations  will  then 
be  used  to  sponsor  sugar  cane  research. 
The  gift  to  the  Foundation  is,  of  course, 
tax  deductible. 

At  the  present  time,  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  Foundation  has  ap- 
proximately $20,000  worth  of  cash  and 
over  $500,000  worth  of  equity  credits 
donated  by  various  growers  from  several 
different  sugar  cooperatives.  The  earn- 
ings from  these  monies  will  be  used  to 
fund  research  from  the  League's  budget 
once  the  interest  amounts  to  enough  to 
make  a  worthwhile  contribution  to 
research.  Some  of  the  equity  credits  may 
soon  pay  off  and  at  that  time  the  Foun- 
dation will  decide  when  to  begin  to  pay 
for  certain  research  projects. 

The  cash  donations  that  have  been 
made  up  to  this  point,  and  are  continu- 
ing to  be  made,  are  often  in  memory  of 
a  deceased  member  of  the  industry.  This 
is  an  excellent  way  to  memorialize 
someone  from  this  industry  and  make 
your  donation  to  research  in  the  in- 
dustry in  their  memory.  It  is  standard 
practice  for  the  Foundation  to  notify  the 
family  of  the  deceased  member,  and  ex- 
plain to  them  that  a  donor  has  most 
graciously  given  money  to  the  Founda- 
tion in  the  name  of  the  deceased.  This 
way  the  money  can  work  through  cane 
research  in  the  name  of  someone  who 


has  toiled  for  the  industry.  What  better 
way  to  memoralize  a  friend  of  the  in- 
dustry! We  encourage  all  of  our 
members  to  consider  the  Foundation 
next  time  you  wish  to  make  a  donation, 
either  in  the  name  of  someone  else  or 
simply  if  you  wish  to  make  a  tax  deduct- 
ible donation  in  your  own  name. 


SUGAR  ASSOCIATION 
CAMPAIGN 

The  Sugar  Association,  the  firm 
responsible  for  the  promotional  program 
for  sugar,  keeps  us  constantly  informed 
on  the  newest  developments  in  our  ef- 
forts to  keep  the  consumer  informed 
about  the  good  aspects  of  sugar. 

Plans  are  currently  underway  to 
begin  fifteen  second  television  messages 
to  air  in  late  afternoon  and  late  evening 
time  slots.  The  commercials  will  air 
every  other  week,  beginning  in  March 
and  running  into  November  1988. 

The  intent  of  these  commercials  will 
be  to  give  consumers  permission  to  eat 
sugar-sweetened  food  more  often  and,  of 
course,  emphasize  that  sugar  is  the 
highest  quality  sweetener,  pure  and 
100%  natural.  They  will  attempt  to 
associate  sugar-sweetened  foods  with 
the  happy  moments  of  life. 

An  educational  film  "Sugar:  Nature's 
Sweetener,"  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Sugar  Association  and  distributed  to  all 
members  of  the  sugar  promotion  pro- 
gram, including  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League.  We  have  one  copy  of  the 
film  in  VHS  video  format  which  can  be 
made  available  to  any  of  our  members. 
The  film  is  excellent  teaching  material 
for  junior  and  senior  high  audiences. 
(Continued  on  page  6) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


HEARING  SCHEDULED 
ON  CBI  BILL 

Representative  Sam  Gibbons  (D- 
Fla.),  Chairman  of  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Trade  Subcommittee,  announced 
that  the  Subcommittee  will  begin  public 
hearings  December  14  on  H.R.  3101,  a 
bill  to  expand  the  four-year  old  Carib- 
bean Basin  Initiative.  The  legislation 
would  expand  the  1983  Act,  which 
allows  duty-free  treatment  of  exports 
from  the  region,  for  an  additional  12 
years  beyond  its  original  1995  expira- 
tion date.  Included  in  the  bill  is  a  con- 
troversial provision  to  liberalize  sugar 
import  quotas  for  Caribbean  nations  by 
restoring  sugar  quotas  to  the  levels  ex- 
isting when  the  CBI  program  went  into 
effect  in  1984  which  would  more  than 
triple  their  sales  to  the  United  States. 
The  12  Caribbean  nations  that  produce 
sugar  now  can  sell  340,000  tons  to  the 
United  States.  Under  this  proposed 
legislation,  their  quota  would  increase 
to  1.124  million  tons  annually. 

AMENDMENT  ADOPTED  TO 

ALLOW  SPECIAL  SUGAR 

RE-EXPORT  PROGRAM 

An  amendment  providing  for  a 
special  sugar  re-export  program  was 
adopted  by  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee  during  markup  of  the 
foreign  operations  sections  of  the  spend- 
ing bill  for  fiscal  year  1988.  The  amend- 
ment, which  Senator  Daniel  Inouye  CD- 
Haw.)  initially  offered  during  Subcom- 
mittee consideration,  would  allow  the 
CBI  nations  and  the  Philippines  to  ex- 
port raw  sugar  to  the  United  States  in 
1988  outside  of  the  regular  import  quota 
at  U.S.  prices.  U.S.  refiners  would  bid 
to  process  the  sugar  and  then,  within  60 
days,  would  have  to  re-export  an 
equivalent  amount  of  refined  sugar  in- 
to the  world  sugar  market.  The  differen- 
tial in  price  would  be  made  available  to 
the  importer/exporter  in  the  form  of 
generic  commodity  certificates  issued  by 


the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation.  This 
program  would  be  a  replacement  for  the 
Section  416  Commodity  Distribution 
Program  which  the  Reagan  Administra- 
tion provided  to  assist  these  countries 
overcome  the  loss  of  revenues  resulting 
from  the  reduction  in  sugar  exports  to 
the  U.S.  in  1987  under  the  present 
quota.  Costs  of  the  new  program  cannot 
exceed  the  cost  of  the  current  416 
program. 

The  bill  will  be  part  of  a  continuing 
resolution  which  must  be  passed  by 
December  16  in  order  to  continue  fund- 
ing for  federal  programs  through  the 
end  of  fiscal  1988.  the  House  bill  does 
not  contain  a  similar  provision. 

USDA  HOLDS  1988 
OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
held  its  64th  Annual  Outlook  Con- 
ference December  1-3  in  Washington, 
DC.  Sessions  were  held  on  all  com- 
modities as  well  as  on  issues  such  as 
trade,  farm  credit,  conservation,  rural 
development  and  transportation.  John 
Roney  of  USDA's  World  Agricultural 
Outlook  Board,  moderated  the 
Sweetener  Session.  Robert  Barry,  Head 
of  the  Sweeteners  Section  of  the  USDA 
Economic  Research  Service  gave  the 
Department's  sweetener  outlook  for 
1988.  Other  speakers  included  Helmut 
Ahlfeld,  Editor,  F.O.  Licht's  Interna- 
tional Sugar  Report,  who  reported  on 
the  "World  Perspective";  and  Merrill  J. 
Bateman,  President,  Commodity  Infor- 
mation, Inc.,  who  reported  on  "Chang- 
ing Marketing  Patterns." 

At  a  sweeteners  follow-up  session, 
Tom  Hammer,  President  of  the 
Sweetener  Users  Association,  and  Eiler 
Ravnholt,  President  of  the  Hawaiian 
Sugar  Planters  Association  and  Vice 
Chairman  of  the  U.S.  Sweetener  Pro- 
ducers Group,  provided  industry  reac- 
tions to  the  previous  reports.  In  his 
(Continued  on  page  6) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CROP  REPORT  -  GET  YOUR  FIELDS  READY  FOR  WINTER 


At  this  time,  December  7,  several 
factories  have  already  completed  their 
grinding  seasons  with  numerous  others 
to  finish  in  the  next  week.  Across  the 
belt,  sugar  content  has  been  excellent 
but  field  tonnage  has  been  down.  The 
lower  field  yields  have  varied  with  near- 
ly every  Parish  having  some  bad  fields 
but  the  worst  yields  seem  to  be  reported 
from  Assumption,  Ascension,  Iberville 
and  parts  of  St.  Mary  Parishes.  Other 
Parishes,  while  reporting  reduced 
yields,  do  not  seem  to  be  affected  as  bad- 
ly, or  as  completely.  Most  growers  in  the 
Parishes  most  seriously  affected  report 
that  they  will  not  make  as  much  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre  as  last  year.  Some 
growers  in  the  remainder  of  the 
Parishes  report  more  sugar  per  acre 
than  last  year's  crop. 

Why  the  difference?  It  is  always  dif- 
ficult to  say  for  certain,  although  many 
feel  that  in  the  areas  most  hard  hit,  the 
weather  extremes  that  were  experienced 
were  more  harsh  than  in  the  rest  of  the 
belt.  One  factor  which  seems  to  repeat, 
is  in  the  hardest  hit  areas  the  weather 
was  wetter  during  the  cultivation  and 
layby  seasons.  This  should  point  out,  as 
many  of  our  older  and  wiser  growers  re- 
mind us,  that  it  is  difficult  to  make  a 
good  crop  unless  it  is  well  cultivated. 
Cultivation  is  apparently  not  only  for 
the  control  of  weeds,  as  many  might 
think,  but  also  enables  you  to  get  the 
most  out  of  the  crop. 

Sugar  per  acre  is  what  cane  pay- 
ment is  based  upon  and  for  those 
growers  who  made  good  sugar  per  acre 
in  a  year  with  excellent  sugar  content, 
the  hauling  costs  are  reduced.  It  is 
always  better  to  make  good  sugar  per 
acre  by  hauling  in  high  sugar  content 
with    as    few   tons    as   possible.    The 


harvesting  of  this  year's  crop  was  very 
economical,  due  to  lower  hauling  costs, 
and  with  minimum  rain,  there  was  very 
little  mud.  Harvest  costs,  being  minimal 
for  most  growers,  should  hellp  offset  the 
reduced  yields  from  the  lack  of  field 
tonnage. 

Earlier  estimates  of  28  and  29  gross 
tons  per  acre  for  the  state  are  probably 
10%  to  15%  too  high.  It  is  too  early  to 
tell  what  the  sugar  per  acre  will  average 
but  it  may  average  below  last  year's  2.7 
tons  of  sugar  per  acre. 

A  few  mills  will  be  grinding  to  near 
Christmas.  With  good  weather  the  field 
yields  should  not  drop  any  and  perhaps 
even  increase.  The  mills  should  com- 
plete their  seasons  with  good  yields  if 
the  sucrose  content  continues  to  be  good. 

Good  advice  for  growers  is  to  make 
sure  your  fields  are  in  good  shape  and 
ready  for  winter  rains  before  you  let 
employees  go  for  the  holidays.  Winter 
rains  can  be  most  damaging  to  the  crop 
as  research  data  and  many  years  of  field 
experience  have  proven.  Ruts,  clogged 
drains,  filled  up  ditches,  grassy  ditches, 
all  reduce  field  drainage  and  can  cause 
a  higher  than  normal  water  table.  Com- 
bined with  cold  temperatures,  the  cane 
is  in  one  of  the  worst  environments  that 
it  can  tolerate  when  poor  field  drainage 
is  evident.  Take  the  time  now  to  make 
sure  your  fields  are  ready  for  the  winter. 
Run  the  drains,  clean  out  any  stopped 
up  ditches  or  drains,  and  leave  the  cane 
in  the  best  possible  shape  to  endure  the 
winter  season.  You  can't  guarantee  a 
good  stand,  but  you  can  surely  improve 
your  odds  of  coming  out  with  a  better 
stand  in  the  spring  if  you  follow  good 
field  drainage  practices  for  the  winter 


season. 
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(Continued  from  page  3) 


Most  adults  could  also  learn  a  lot  from 
the  approximately  20  minute  film  which 
discusses  the  health  aspects  of  sugar. 

Copies  of  "What's  the  Truth  About 
Sugar,"  a  teaching  kit  for  secondary 
schools,  is  also  available.  This  set  of  in- 
formation goes  hand  in  hand  with  the 
film  "Sugar:  Nature's  Sweetener".  We 
have  one  copy  of  the  teaching  kit  in  the 
League  Office  and  more  can  be  pur- 
chased from  the  Sugar  Association. 

Copies  of  "The  Nutrition/Fitness 
Puzzle,"  a  booklet  which  attempts  to 
solve  the  food-health-fitness  puzzle,  is 
excellent  material  to  explain  the  health 
aspects  of  sugar.  With  the  help  of  this 
book,  putting  the  pieces  of  the  nutrition- 
fitness  puzzle  together  can  be  simpler. 

A  contest,  held  recently  by  the  Sugar 
Association,  to  find  new  slogans  to  ac- 


company the  Sugarmark  symbol  has 
provided  two  grand  prize  winners.  "You 
Deserve  It"  —  submitted  by  Michael 
Wang,  Operations  Manager  of  Fontana 
Foods  Co.,  Chicago  and  "The  Original 
Sweetener"  —  submitted  by  Rosemary 
L.  Gibson  of  Union  Sugar  Company, 
Emeryville,  Ca.  are  winners  in  the  na- 
tionwide search,  according  to  the  Sugar 
Association.  More  than  800  highly 
creative  entries  were  received  and 
among  the  runner-ups  was  "Pure 
Energy"  by  R.G.  Blenderman,  President 
&  CEO,  B.F.  Trappey's  Sons,  Inc.,  New 
Iberia,  La.  and  William  H.  Wolf,  Vice 
President,  Peggy  Lawton  Kitchens,  Inc., 
East  Walpole,  Ma. 

Both  of  these  new  slogans  along  with 
the  original  designs  are  seen  elsewhere 
in  the  Bulletin. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


remarks  Ravnholt  said  a  few  big  indus- 
trial users  of  sugar  are  giving  Amer- 
icans an  unfair,  negative  picture  of  the 
U.S.  sugar  program.  "The  User's  Wash- 
ington lobbying  arm,  the  Sweeteners 
Users  Association,  includes  among  its 
members  many  of  our  nation's  most  pro- 
fitable companies,"  said  Ravnholt. 
"They  are  apparently  firm  believers  in 
the  principle  that  if  you  tell  big  enough 
lies,  and  repeat  them  often  enough,  a 
good  share  of  the  public  will  believe 
them  and  the  rest  will  be  confused." 


SUGAR  DELIVERIES  SHOW 
SLIGHT  INCREASE 

USDA's  quarterly  Sugar  Market 
Statistics  report  shows  sugar  deliveries 
in  the  continental  United  States  for  the 
third  quarter,  calendar  1987,  of  2.1 
million  short  tons,  an  increase  of  28,000 
tons  over  third  quarter  1986.  Deliveries 
for  the  nine  months  ending  September 


20, 1987  were  3.7%  higher  than  deliver- 
ies for  the  same  period  in  1986. 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

New,  Used,  and  Rebuilt 

Hi-crop  and  Row-crop 

Tractor  parts 

We  buy  used  tractors  and 
Farm  Equipment  in  any 

condition. 
We  buy  salvage  tractors 

for  cash. 

Jeanerette,  Louisiana 

318-276-3453 

318-923-4875 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Sugormcirk 


"The  Original  Sweetener"  and  "You  Deserve  It"  are  latest 
additions  to  the  family  of  Sugar  mark  slogans.  Winners  in  a 
nationwide  contest,  the  new  slogans  are  used  with  Sugarmark.  The 
industry  symbol  identifies  packaged  sugar  and  foods  and  beverages 
that  use  sugar  as  the  only  sweetener  and  can  be  used  by  all 
qualifying  food  and  beverage  producers. 


For  more  information  contact  The  Sugar  Association 
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HOLIDAY  SALE  $3.00  OFF 

SALE  PRICE  GOOD  UNTIL  JANUARY  15,  1988 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  SllOdr  YDOU?l 


n  FromThe 

Sucrar 


mow\ 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From 
Louisiana  Sugar  Families  &  Their  Friends 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  — 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


J.  KELLY  NIX,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

Mr.  J.  Kelly  Nix  has  been  named  the  General  Manager  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  at  the  December  17,  1987  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

For  several  months,  Dr.  Daniel  Viator  has  chaired  a  search  committee  which 
has  reviewed  hundreds  of  applicants  to  find  someone  that  could  represent  the  in- 
terest of  the  membership  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  The  Committee 
worked  long  hours  and  presented  their  nomination  to  the  Board  at  the  monthly 
meeting. 

Mr.  Nix,  now  53,  currently  resides  in  Baton  Rouge  and  plans  to  move  to 
Thibodaux  with  the  moving  of  the  League  Office  from  New  Orleans.  He  has 
served  as  an  Assistant  Professor  at  Northeast  Louisiana  University  in  Monroe, 
served  as  Chief  Executive  Assistant  and  Chief  of  Staff  to  Governor  Edwards  from 
1975  to  1976,  was  elected  as  State  Superintendent  of  Education  and  served  two 
terms  from  1976  to  1984,  and  now  is  President  of  Keltech  International  in  Baton 
Rouge  which  establishes  and  oversees  the  operation  of  developmental  computer 
software. 

The  Board  of  Directors  feel  that  Mr.  Nix  will  bring  to  the  League  organiza- 
tional, managerial,  and  administrative  skills  to  perform  as  an  effective  com- 
municator for  the  League. 

Mr.  Nix  expects  to  be  working  full  time  with  the  League  sometime  in  January, 
1988  and  looks  forward  to  visiting  and  speaking  with  the  membership  in  the  near 
future. 
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FARM  NOTES  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

GRINDING  NEARLY  COMPLETED-NO  MUD  OR  DEXTRAN 

CANE  STILL  GREEN 

As  of  this  writing,  December  21, 
1987,  the  remaining  factories  are  com- 
pleting their  grinding  operations  for  the 
1987  crop.  The  last  mill  to  complete  the 
grinding  season  will  probably  be 
Jeanerette  Sugar  Coop  and  they  should 
finish  by  Christmas  Eve.  A  survey  of  ex- 
pected gross  tons  that  the  industry  ex- 
pects to  grind  in  1987  (taken  Dec.  10) 
places  the  final  tonnage  at  approximate- 
ly 6,670,000  tons  of  cane.  This  tonnage 
would  be  only  88%  of  last  year's  7.5 
million  cane  tonnage  ground  in  Loui- 
siana. However,  the  phenomenal  sugar 
per  ton  yields  have  averaged  22%  higher 
than  last  year  with  Mr.  Harold  Birkett's 
Report  indicating  a  state  average  of  over 
220  lbs.  of  sugar  per  gross  ton  to  date. 

The  resulting  sugar  per  acre  yields 
may  be  similar  to  last  year's  crop, 
somewhere  around  2.7  tons  per  acre. 
Although  similar  sugar  per  acre  yields 
as  1986  may  have  been  achieved  in 
1987,  there  are  two  big  differences  that 
growers  should  note,  at  least  for 
history's  sake.  The  first  is  that  Loui- 
siana had  slightly  more  acres  in  1987 
than  in  1986.  This  industry  has  nearly 
recovered  from  the  devastating  freezes 
of  1984  and  1985  and  the  hurricanes  of 
1985  which  caused  a  considerable  loss 
in  acreage  with  great  difficulty  in  get- 
ting it  back  into  cane  in  a  short  time 
frame.  By  next  year,  1988,  this  industry 
should  be  back  to  its  historical  25  year 
average  of  approximately  280,000  acres 
for  harvest  for  sugar.  The  1987  acreage 
of  over  260,000  acres  for  harvest  means 
more  total  sugar  produced  this  year  over 
last  year.  Total  production  should  ex- 
ceed 700,000  tons  of  sugar. 

The  second  difference  about  the  1987 
crop  is  the  fact  that  only  minimal  rains 
fell  during  the  harvest  season  causing 
very  little  mud  to  be  brought  to  the  fac- 
tories and  very  few  breakdowns  in  the 
field  harvest  operations.  This  may  have 


been  one  of  the  least  expensive  crops  to 
harvest  in  a  number  of  years  and  most 
growers  say  that  it  certainly  was  one  of 
the  least  stressful. 

One  big  factor  from  the  processors 
side  is  that  most  mills  made  a  similar 
amount  of  sugar  as  last  year  but  ground 
fewer  days  and  much  less  cane  to  pro- 
duce this  similar  quantity  of  sugar.  Of 
course  these  differences  will  help  cut 
expenses. 

MUD 

Only  about  half  of  the  normal  rain- 
fall occurred  during  October,  November, 
and  December,  according  to  USDA  rain- 
fall records  at  Houma,  and  as  a  result 
very  little  mud  was  evident  during  the 
harvest  season.  The  lack  of  mud,  of 
course  helps  both  growers  and  pro- 
cessors. The  benefit  to  the  industry  is 
great.  Mechanical  pilers  were  in  use  in 
all  areas  of  the  belt.  However,  this  may 
not  have  been  the  best  year  to  evaluate 
them  since  the  season  was  so  unusual. 
Even  though,  League  Agronomist  will 
still  be  examining  the  records  from 
several  mills  to  check  for  differences 
from  the  use  of  mechanical  pilers  and 
two  row  harvesters  in  cane  quality. 

DEXTRAN 

With  the  unusually  cool 
temperatures  throughout  most  of  the 
grinding  season,  little  dextran  problems 
have  been  reported  by  any  of  the  mills. 
Not  only  was  there  little  dextran  in  the 
mills  but  this  was  not  a  very  good  season 
to  conduct  field  research  on  monitoring 
the  formation  and  buildup  of  dextran. 
Tests  planned  by  this  author  and  Dr. 
Ben  Legendre  to  further  evaluate  dex- 
tran buildup  in  field  harvested  cane,  as 
was  done  in  1986,  were  never  conducted 
because  weather  conditions  were  simp- 
ly not  appropriate  to  cause  a  natural 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


1988  SUGAR  IMPORT 
QUOTA  ANNOUNCED 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Richard 
Lyng  announced  December  15  that  the 
1988  sugar  import  quota  would  be  just 
over  750,000  short  tons,  raw  value, 
down  25%  from  the  current  quota  of  just 
over  1  million  tons.  For  the  January  1 
to  December  31, 1988  period,  6,280  short 
tons  is  established  as  the  quota  adjust- 
ment amount,  2,000  short  tons  as  the 
specialty  import  quota  and  700,000 
short  tons  as  the  total  base  quota 
amount.  In  addition,  the  minimum 
quota  allocation  is  reduced  from  7,500 
short  tons  to  5,770.  Once  minimum 
quota  amounts  are  added  to  the  total  im- 
port quota  and  other  adjustments  in 
authorized  shipments  are  made,  the 
total  authorized  quota  imports  for  the 
1988  period  come  to  757,880  short  tons. 

Lyng  said  the  continued  reduction  in 
imports  is  the  direct  result  of  ongoing  in- 
creases in  domestic  production  of  beet 
sugar,  cane  sugar  and  corn  sweeteners 
as  well  as  increased  imports  of  sugar  in 
sugar-containing  products. 

The  following  1988  country-by- 
country  quota  allocations  were  announc- 
ed by  Clayton  Yeutter,  the  U.S.  Trade 
Representative. 

Argentina 30,100 

Barbados 5,770 

Bolivia  5,770 

Canada 7,700 

Congo 5,770 

Dominican  Rep   123,200 

El  Salvador   19,766 

Gabon 5,770 

Guyana 8,400 

Honduras 11,524 

Cote  DTvoire 5,770 

Madagascar , 5,770 

Mauritius 8,400 

Mozambique 9,100 

Papua  New  Guinea 5,770 

Peru  28,700 

St.  Christopher   5,770 

JANUARY  1,  1988 


Taiwan 8,400 

Trinidad-Tobago 5,770 

Zimbabwe 8,400 

Australia   58,100 

Belize 7,700 

Brazil 101,500 

Colombia 16,800 

Costa  Rica   13,110 

Ecuador 7,700 

Fiji 6,300 

Guatemala 33,600 

Haiti 5,770 

India 5,770 

Jamaica   7,700 

Malawi 7,000 

Mexico 5,770 

Panama 20,300 

Paraguay 5,770 

Philippines 110,600 

Swaziland 11,200 

Thailand 9,800 

Uruguay 5,770 


CONFEREES  MEET  ON 
DEFICIT  REDUCTION  MEASURES 

At  press  time,  two  House  and  Senate 
conference  committees  were  continuing 
to  meet  to  reconcile  differing  versions  of 
two  bills:  a  $600  billion  spending 
measure  and  a  package  of  tax  increases 
and  spending  cuts  designed  to  reduce 
the  1988  deficit  by  $30.2  billion.  Con- 
ference reports  on  both  bills  must  be 
passed  before  Congress  recesses  for  the 
Christmas  holidays. 

The  conferees  working  on  the 
agriculture  portion  of  the  budget  recon- 
ciliation bill  reached  tentative  agree- 
ment on  cuts  to  make  in  the  agriculture 
budget  for  the  1988  and  1989  fiscal 
years.  Committee  staffs  are  still  work- 
ing on  the  specific  language,  but 
reportedly  for  non-target  price  com- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  From  Page  5) 


modities,  including  sugar,  the  conferees 
agreed  to  a  1.4  percent  reduction  in 
outlays  for  both  FY88  and  FY89. 

Conferees  on  the  appropriations  bill 
reportedly  have  reached  agreement  on 
most  of  their  differences  in  the  $600 
billion  spending  measure.  Included  in 
this  bill  is  the  amendment  for  the 
special  CBI/Philippines  Export  En- 
hancement Program.  As  reported  in  the 
last  issue  of  the  SUGAR  BULLETIN, 
this  amendment  would  allow  the  CBI 
nations  and  the  Philippines  to  export  up 
to  400,000  short  tons  of  raw  sugar  to  the 
United  States  in  FY88  outside  of  the 
regular  import  quota  at  U.S.  prices.  U.S. 
refiners  would  bid  to  process  the  sugar 
and  then,  within  60  days,  would  have  to 
re-export  an  equivalent  amount  of  refin- 
ed sugar  into  the  world  sugar  market. 
The  differential  in  price  would  be  made 
available  to  the  importer/exporter  in  the 
form  of  generic  commodity  certificates 
issued  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Cor- 
poration. 


TRADE  SUBCOMMITTEE  HOLDS 
HEARING  ON  CBI  BILL 

Rep.  Sam  Gibbons  (D-Fla.),  Chair- 
man of  the  House  Ways  &  Means  Trade 
Subcommittee  held  an  initial  hearing  on 
a  bill  he  introduced  to  expand  the  four- 
year  old  Caribbean  Basin  Initiative 
(CBI)  which  would  expand  the  scope  of 
preferential  trade  access  for  products  of 
the  22  CBI  countries.  Included  in  the  bill 
is  a  provision  to  liberalize  sugar  import 
quotas  for  Caribbean  nations  by  restor- 
ing sugar  quotas  to  the  levels  existing 
when  the  CBI  program  went  into  effect 
in  1984,  which  would  more  than  triple 
their  sales  to  the  United  States. 

Testifying  at  the  hearing  were 
Senator  Bob  Graham,  sponsor  of  the 
same  legislation  in  the  Senate,  Rep.  J.J. 
Pickle  (D-Tex.),  Muni  Figueres,  Minister 
of  Foreign  Trade  in  Costa  Rica,  and  Ken 
Gordon,  Minister  of  Industry  and  Enter- 
prise for  the  Republic  of  Trinidad  and 
Tobago.  More  hearings  will  be  held  next 
year  when  Congress  reconvenes  after 
the  holidays. 
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buildup  of  dextran.  These  two  authors 
are  not  complaining,  however,  as  there 
will  undoubtedly  be  other  years  to  con- 
duct the  tests,  and  having  little  or  no 
dextran  is  certainly  economically 
beneficial  for  the  industry. 

CANE  STILL  GREEN 

Throughout  most  of  the  belt  cane 
shoots  are  still  green.  Much  of  the  in- 
dustry has  not  yet  had  any  burn-back 
with  only  the  Northern  area  and  low 
areas  in  the  rest  of  the  belt  having  any 
kill  of  cane  leaves.  The  cold  weather 
which  caused  some  leaves  to  be  killed 


back  was  in  November  and  little  cold 
weather  has  occurred  since.  Cool 
temperatures  have  kept  cane  somewhat 
dormant  for  the  most  part. 

It  is  still  too  early  to  asses  the 
damage  caused  by  the  dry  weather  after 
planting  which  has  undoubtedly  hurt 
some  of  the  late  planted  cane.  Some  of 
this  cane  has  never  germinated  and  has 
remained  in  soil  which  had  little 
moisture  for  a  long  period  of  time. 
Growers  will  probably  have  to  wait  un- 
til March  or  April  before  they  can  fully 
asses  the  damage  in  these  fields. 
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1988 
BUS 
TRIP 


A  bus  trip  is  now  being  planned  for  mid-February,  1988,  to  the  Memphis  and 
Nashville,  Tennessee  areas.  The  final  plans  for  the  trip  are  not  yet  complete  but 
a  tentative  schedule  would  include  leaving  mid-week,  stopping  at  the  Agri  Center 
in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  followed  by  a  tour  of  Nashville  and  a  performance  at  the 
Grand  Ole  Opry.  Tentative  plans  would  be  to  return  on  Saturday.  The  Agri  Center 
in  Memphis  includes  farm  equipment  displays,  hydroponic  gardens  and  other 
educational  attractions  which  should  be  of  great  interest  to  cane  farmers  and  pro- 
cessors. Approximate  cost  of  the  trip  will  be  $275.00. 

Since  time  is  short,  this  will  be  the  only  notice  of  the  trip.  If  you  are  interested 
and  wish  to  have  your  name  on  the  mailing  list  for  the  trip,  send  the  following 
form  to  the  League  office  as  soon  as  possible. 

DO  NOT  SEND  ANY  MONEY  NOW,  WE  WILL  BILL  THOSE  WHO  WISH 
TO  PARTICIPATE  WHEN  WE  HAVE  THE  FINAL  COSTS  CALCULATED. 


Return  to:    AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  BUS  TRIP 
615  WHITNEY  BUILDING 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA  70130 

Yes,  I  want  my  name  included  on  the  1988  Bus  Trip  Mailing  List. 

Name 


Address 


City/State/Zip 
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FOR 
SALE 


(-H  high  clearance 

tractor 

1066-966-856. 

JD  Duals  -  2030  Power  Unit 

404  Engine 

DUGAS  FARMS,  INC. 

Rt.  1  Box  1440 

St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Phone: 

(318)  945-4774 


WANTED  TO  BUY 

1—  LARGE  4  WHEEL  DRIVE 

TRACTOR 
1— SMALL  DOZER 
1— EXCAVATOR  ON  TRACKS 
1— MOTOR  GRADER 

ANY  CONDITION 

FOR  SALE 

1—  Cutting  Blade  to  fit  HD-16 
Dozer  or  will  rent  it. 

ERNE  PLESSALA 
Rt.  3,  Box  568 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 
Phone: 

(318)229-4971 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Mailing  List  Update 

□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip. 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

615  WHITNEY  BUILDING 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.  70130 
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More  cane  growers  use  ASULOX®  brand  herbicide  than  any 
other  postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control  —  rhizome  johnsongrass, 
itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  crabgrass,  paragrass,  foxtail,  goosegrass, 
broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yeilds  —  because  ASULOX®  brand  effectively  controls 
both  early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window  —  lets  you  control  grasses  up  to  12 
inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility  —  because  ASULOX®  brand  can  be 
broadcast  by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed  ...  up  to  two 
times  per  season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 
cane  growers  prefer.  ASULOX®  brand  herbicide. 


"OF  COURSE" 


(tF  RHONE  POULEHC  AC  COMPANY 

2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive 
Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and  follow 
instructions  on  the  label. 

ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc. 
c1988  Rhone-Poulenc  Aa  Company 
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More  cane  growers  use  ASULOX®  brand  herbicide  than  any 
other  postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control  —  rhizome  johnsongrass, 
itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  crabgrass,  paragrass,  foxtail  goosegrass, 
broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yeilds  -  because  ASULOX®  brand  effectively  controls 
both  early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window  -  lets  you  control  grasses  up  to  12 
inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility  —  because  ASULOX®  brand  can  be 
broadcast  by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed ...  up  to  two 
times  per  season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 
cane  growers  prefer.  ASULOX®  brand  herbicide. 


"OF  COURSE" 


2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive 
Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and  follow 
instructions  on  the  label. 

ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc. 
c1988  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

The  following  information  is  presented  courtesy  of  the  Sugar  Association: 

SUGAR  PROMOTION  PROGRAM 

At  the  Advertising  Committee  meeting  on  December  15,  Grey  Advertising 
presented  the  results  of  its  copy-test  research  and  recommended  a  TV  campaign 
associating  sugar  with  the  happy  memories  of  the  1950's.  On  December  16,  the 
Executive  Committee  accepted  the  Advertising  Committee's  recommendation  that 
the  campaign  be  implemented. 

Production  of  the  three  15-second  commercials  is  scheduled  for  February.  The 
ads  will  run  during  late  afternoon  and  late  night  network  programming  from  March 
through  November  1988.  Yankelovich  Clancy  Shulman  will  conduct  a  benchmark 
survey  in  February  1988  and  a  post-campaign  evaluation  in  November. 

At  its  meeting,  the  Executive  Committee  also  appointed  Charlie  Shamel,  Sarah 
Setton,  Jim  Carter  (Amstar)  and  Dave  Graham  (RSI)  to  a  Committee  to  study  the 
goals  and  objectives  of  the  SPP  Public  Relations  program. 

SUGAR. .  .NATURE'S  SWEETENER, 

A  Free-Loan  16MM FilmVideo,  Presented  by  THE  SUGAR  ASSOCIATION  INC., 
Available  through  Karol  Media. 

With  a  home  economics  classroom  as  a  backdrop,  sugar  is  the  subject  for  the 
day's  lesson.  The  myths  and  facts  of  sugar  are  discussed  between  teacher  and  stu- 
dent as  well  as  health  professionals  and  members  of  the  food  industry. 

Some  of  the  questions  answered  in  the  film  are: 
What  exactly  is  sugar? 

How  many  calories  does  sugar  actually  have? 
Does  sugar  change  during  processing? 
Is  sugar  a  cause  of  hyperactivity? 

Why  is  sugar  the  recommended  sweetener  for  many  food  products  and  recipes? 
What  other  benefits  does  sugar  have  in  preparing  various  foods? 
Is  it  really  the  "villain"  behind  tooth  decay? 

(SEE  ORDER  FORM  -  PAGE  7) 

Tell  Them  You  Saw  It  In 
THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


PRESIDENT  SIGNS 
SPENDING  BILL 

Prior  to  adjourning  for  the 
Christmas  holiday,  the  House  and 
Senate  agreed  to  an  omnibus  appropria- 
tions bill  providing  funding  for  federal 
programs  for  fiscal  year  1988.  The 
measure  was  signed  into  law  by  the 
President. 

Included  in  the  spending  bill  (known 
as  a  continuing  resolution)  is  an  amend- 
ment providing  for  a  special  sugar  ex- 
port enhancement  program  for  the  CBI 
nations  and  the  Philippines.  The  amend- 
ment, offered  by  Senator  Daniel  Inouye 
(D-Haw.),  allows  the  Caribbean  Basin 
countries  and  the  Philippines  to  export, 
in  addition  to  their  1988  quotas,  290,000 
short  tons,  raw  value  and  110,000  short 
tons,  respectively,  to  the  U.S.  market  at 
U.S.  prices  for  the  remainder  of  fiscal 
year  1988.  The  sugar  must  be  refined 
and  re-exported  to  the  world  market  at 
so-called  "world  prices"  within  60  days 
of  entry.  Any  difference  in  price  will  be 
made  up  through  generic  commodity 
certificates  as  utilized  in  the  export 
enhancement  program  in  lieu  of  Section 
416  commodity  distribution  which  have 
been  provided  these  countries  in  the 
past. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture, 
which  had  expressed  its  opposition  to 
the  program,  was  urged,  but  not  re- 
quired, to  publish  regulations  to  operate 
the  program  by  March  1,  1988.  Partic- 
ipants would  have  to  ultilize  the  pro- 
gram before  the  end  of  FY  1988 
(September  30,  1988),  but  cannot  begin 
to  do  so  until  the  regulations  are 
published.  There  has  been  no  indication 
from  USDA  if  they  plan  to  meet  the 
March  1  target  date.  USDA  is  also  in- 
structed to  consider  the  cost  of  freight 
differentials  when  they  evaluate  the 


various  bids  by  U.S.  refiners  or 
operators  for  the  additional  raw  sugar 
purchases. 

AGREEMENT  REACHED  ON 
DEFICIT  REDUCTION  TARGETS 

The  House  and  Senate  passed  and 
the  President  signed  into  law  a  package 
of  tax  increases  and  spending  cuts 
designed  to  reduce  the  budget  deficit  by 
$17.6  billion  in  fiscal  year  1988  and  $22 
billion  in  1989,  including  $1,064  billion 
in  agricultural  cuts  in  1988  and  $1.21 
billion  in  1989.  It  also  provides  for  $9.1 
billion  in  new  taxes  the  first  year  and 
$14.1  in  second  year  and  was  written  to 
meet  the  two-year  deficit  reduction 
target  of  $76  billion  set  by  congressinal 
and  White  House  budget  negotiators. 
Together,  fiscal  1988  reconciliation  act 
and  fiscal  1988  continuing  resolution 
will  cut  federal  deficit  by  an  estimated 
$33.4  billion  in  fiscal  1988  and  $42.7 
billion  in  fiscal  1989. 

Included  in  the  agricultural  cuts  is 
a  1.4%  reduction  for  non-target  price 
commodities.  The  legislation  requires 
that  support  levels  or  assessments  for 
the  1988  and  1989  crops  of  sugar,  tobac- 
co, peanuts,  honey,  wool  and  mohair  will 
be  modified  as  necessary  to  achieve  a 
1.4$  reduction  in  program  outlays  for 
those  commodities. 

Other  major  provisions  include  (1)  a 
reduction  in  the  1988  and  1989  target 
prices  for  wheat,  feedgrains,  cotton  and 
rice  by  an  additional  1.4%  over  sched- 
uled reductions  in  the  1985  farm  bill;  (2) 
no  more  than  a  3%  reduction  in  the  loan 
rates  for  1988,  7%  in  1989  and  5%  in 
1990  for  those  commodities;  (3)  revision 
of  payment  limitation  rules;  (4)  wheat 
and  feedgrain  program  participants  will 
be  offered  optional  diversion  program 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

APPRECIATION  TO  OUR  COOPERATORS  -  ASSCT 
MEETINGS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 


Now  that  the  harvest  season  is  over, 
it  is  a  good  time  for  growers,  processors 
and  researchers  to  review  the  past  year, 
evaluate  what  was  accomplished  and  set 
new  goals  for  1988.  For  those  in 
research,  we  need  to  remember  how  im- 
portant a  role  those  growers  and  pro- 
cessors who  give  land,  labor,  time, 
equipment  and  cane,  serve  in  this  in- 
dustry. Without  the  help  of  these 
numerous  individuals,  much  research 
would  go  uncompleted.  Without 
research  our  industry  would  quickly  suf- 
fer and  soon  die.  Therefore,  as  an  in- 
dustry we  are  extremely  grateful  to  this 
group  of  cooperators.  We  owe  each  and 
every  one  of  them  a  debt  of  gratitude 
and  a  sincere  "Thank  You." 

ASSCT 

On  February  4  and  5, 1988,  the  Lou- 
isiana Division  of  the  American  Socie- 
ty of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists'  Meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  Bellemont  Hotel  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Registration  will  be  on 
Thursday  morning  with  the 
Agricultural  session  taking  place  that 
afternoon.  The  manufacturing  session 
will  be  on  Friday  morning.  Plans  are  be- 
ing made  for  an  interesting  and  infor- 
mative program  and  we  encourage  all 
industry  members  to  attend.  If  you  are 
not  a  current  member  we  encourage  you 
to  join.  Dues  are  only  $10.00  per  year 
and  can  be  paid  at  the  registration  desk. 
This  organization  was  designed  for  our 
cane  industry  to  help  keep  you  in  touch 
with  researchers  and  their  work. 

Grower  Meetings 
and  Recommendations 

At  this  time  of  year  most  parishes 


are  having  their  Cooperative  Extension 
annual  spring  producer  meetings.  This 
is  your  chance  to  discuss  with  the  scien- 
tists and  extension  agents  the  recom- 
mendations that  you  will  be  using  in  the 
field  very  shortly.  By  asking  questions 
and  getting  involved  in  these  discus- 
sions you  can  help  yourself  to  better 
understand  the  research  behind  these 
recommendations.  Our  industry  has 
always  followed  very  closely  the  results 
of  research  and  the  recommendations 
which  come  from  it.  Attend  these 
meetings  and  follow  the  recommenda- 
tions that  are  presented  which  can  help 
you  make  money.  The  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension Service  also  makes  available  the 
written  recommendations  in  each  area 
of  production,  weed  control,  etc.  These 
are  based  on  available  research  and 
should  be  used  and  kept  by  you  for 
general  recommendations. 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

New,  Used,  and  Rebuilt 

Hi-crop  and  Row-crop 

Tractor  parts 

We  buy  used  tractors  and 

Farm  Equipment  in  any 

condition. 

We  buy  salvage  tractors 

for  cash. 

Jeanerette,  Louisiana 

318-276-3453 

318-923-4875 
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(Continued  from  page  4) 

ORDER  FORM 

Please  send  "Sugar.  .  .Nature's  Sweetener"  for: 


Playdate  Alternate  Date 

(      )  If  not  available  on  dates  indicated,  please  send  first  available  date. 
(      )  We  can  use  16mm  film,  but  prefer  videocassette. 
Videocassette  format  required: 

(      )  "  VHS  (      )  "  U-Matic 

Please  send  film  (or  videocassette)  to: 

Name /Title 

School  /  Organization 

Address 

City /State /Zip 

Please  mail  your  order  to: 
KAROL  MEDIA 
22  Riverview  Drive 
Wayne,  NJ  07470 

Presented  by  THE  SUGAR  ASSOCIATION  INC. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
similar  to  0/92;  and,  (5)  feedgrain  pro-     quota  each  calendar  quarter,  plus  any 
ducers  will  be  offered  voluntary  10%     tonnage  authorized  but  not  shipped  from 
paid  diversion  program  in  1988  and     a  previous  quarter.  Argentina,  Colom- 
1989.  bia,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Panama 

and  Peru  may  ship  50%  of  their  quota 

any  time  in  the  first  six  months  of  the 

SHIPPING  SCHEDULES  FOR  quota  year  and  the  remainder  in  the  se- 

1988  SUGAR  QUOTA  cond  half.  All  other  countries  may  ship 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture     their  quota  at  any  time. 

announced  distribution  schedules  for  Certificates    of   eligibility    cover 

certificates  of  eligibility  for  1988  raw     shipments  of  sugar  produced  in  a  coun- 

sugar  exports  to  the  U.S.  market.  The     try  that  has  an  import  quota  allocation. 

top  four  exporters  —  Australia,  Brazil,     Transshipment  of  sugar  through  a  third 

the  Dominican  Republic  and  the  Philip-     country  is  not  allowed  under  the  current 

pines  will  be  allowed  to  ship  25%  of  their     system. 
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The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Cookbook 

FromThe  Sugar  (33oipl 
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FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL  recipes  were  submitted  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  Each  recipe  uses  sugar  —  the  natural  sweetener 
containing  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 


A  Coilection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From 
Louisiana  Sugar  Families  &  Their  Friends 


A  must  for  collectors 

The  perfect  gift  for  a  friend  - 

Order  today  to  assure  your 

First  edition  copy! 


A  Collection  of  Cajun  Recipes  From  Louisiana 
Sugar  Families  and  Their  Friends 

A  Complete  Cookbook  with  500  Recipes  Ranging 
From  Appetizers  to  Desserts 

Full  Color  Spiral-Bound  Cover:  Cross  Indexed  For 
Easy  Reference 

Proceeds  Benefit  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Research 

Custom  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  12  or  24 


Mail  checks  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

416  Whitney  Building 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 


Please  send  me 


copies  at  $12.50  per  book  plus  $1.95  per  book  postage  and 


handling,  for  a  total  of  $14.45. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 


Name 


Address 
City 


State. 


.Zip. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  book  will  be  used  to  further  research  in  the  areas  of  sugar  cane  production  and  processing. 
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ANNOUNCING  THE 

SIXTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE 

U.S.A.,  INC. 
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310  N.  CANAL  BLVD. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

Meeting  Convenes  at  9:00  A.M. 

GUEST  SPEAKER  GOVERNOR-ELECT 
BUDDY  ROEMER 

At  this  Meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

All  Members  of  the  League  Will  Please  Consider 
This  as  an  Official  Notice  to  Attend 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


1988  ANNUAL  MEETING 

As  indicated  on  the  front  cover  of  this  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin,  the  Sixty- 
Fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  be  held  on 
February  26,  1988  at  the  Civic  Center  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  The  meeting  is 
scheduled  to  begin  at  9:00  a.m.  Industry  members  should  note  that  this  is  a  change 
from  the  normal  date  of  the  annual  meeting  which  would  normally  occur  in 
September.  This  change  is  an  effort  to  place  the  meeting  at  a  time  of  the  year  when 
more  of  the  members  can  attend.  Board  members  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  will  be  elected  at  this  meeting. 

The  keynote  address  will  be  delivered  by  Governor-Elect  Buddy  Roemer.  Plans 
are  being  made  to  make  this  an  informative  meeting  that  should  provide  for  bet- 
ter communication  on  the  workings  of  your  organization,  the  League,  and  its  ef- 
forts to  keep  you  in  the  sugar  business. 

ALL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  LEAGUE  ARE  URGED  TO  ATTEND. 


************************** 

In  This  Issue 

Up  Front  With  The  League 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 3 

Washington  Update  With  Don  Wallace 4 

Farm  Notes  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 6 

Weed  Control  Recommendations  For  Sugarcane 9 

************************** 

FEBRUARY  1,  1988  3 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SWEETENER  INDUSTRY  MEETS 
FOR  FOURTH  TIME 

The  U.S.  sweetener  industry  met  for 
the  fourth  time  on  January  13  in 
Washington  to  continue  discussions  on 
how  to  maintain  the  current  sugar  pro- 
gram and  to  look  for  ways  to  preserve 
the  foreign  import  quota  at  a  reasonable 
level.  Representatives  of  all  segments  of 
the  nutritive  sweetener  industry  at- 
tended this  latest  meeting  including,  for 
the  first  time,  the  cane  refiners. 
Representing  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  were  President  Fred  Clark,  who 
chaired  the  meeting,  Randy  Roane,  Pete 
deGravelles  and  Jerry  McKee. 

Although  a  variety  of  subjects  were 
discussed,  no  conclusive  decisions  were 
reached  on  what  actions  might  be  taken. 
It  was  agreed  the  Legislative  Commit- 
tee would  continue  working  on  various 
options.  No  additional  meetings  were 
scheduled. 

LEGISLATIVE  BATTLES  WILL 
HEAT  UP  IN  1988 

Although  1987  was  an  active  and 
eventful  year  for  the  domestic  sweetener 
industry,  1988  will  be  even  more  of  a 
challenge.  There  will  be  a  continued 
push  by  the  anti-sugar  forces  to  make 
sweeping  changes  in  the  program.  Im- 
ports of  blends  will  continue  unabated 
and  our  foreign  suppliers  will  continue 
to  call  for  a  larger  share  of  our  market. 

In  an  address  to  the  American  Farm 
Bureau  Federation's  annual  meeting  in 
January,  Congressmen  Jerry  Huckaby 
(D-LA),  Chairman  of  the  Cotton,  Rice  & 
Sugar  Subcommittee,  and  Arlan 
Stangeland  (R-MN),  Ranking  Minority 
Member,  both  said  they  expect  the  sugar 
program  to  continue  to  come  under  fire 
in  1988,  not  only  legislatively,  but  in 
trade  negotiations  as  well.  Both  support 


maintaining  the  current  program.  On 
the  legislative  front,  several  bills  are 
pending  in  Congress  to  modify  the  sugar 
program.  The  highlights  include: 

Downey/Bradley  Bill:  Represen- 
tative Tom  Downey  (D-N.Y.)  and 
Senator  Bill  Bradley  (D-N.  J.)  introduced 
legislation  to  lower  the  sugar  loan  rate 
1.5  cents  per  year  to  12  cents  by  1991 
and  to  increase  the  import  quota  level 
by  500,000  tons  per  year  to  a  total  of  3 
million  tons  by  1991.  The  Senate  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Agriculture  Commit- 
tee and  currently  has  10  cosponsors  in- 
cluding Bradley.  The  House  bill  was 
referred  jointly  to  the  Agriculture  and 
the  Ways  &  Means  Committees  and  in- 
cluding Downey  has  34  cosponsors. 

Bradley/Roth  Bill:  Senator  Bradley 
has  introduced  another  bill  that  would 
impact  the  import  quota  only.  His  bill 
would  increase  the  sugar  quota  by 
500,000  tons  per  year  beginning  in  1989 
through  1992.  The  legislation  was  refer- 
red to  the  Finance  Committee,  and 
Bradley  has  indicated  he  plans  to  hold 
hearings  sometime  this  year. 

Gibbons/Graham     CBI     Bill: 

Representative  Sam  Gibbons  (D-Fla.), 
Chairman  of  the  House  Ways  &  Means 
Trade  Subcommittee,  and  Senator  Bob 
Graham  (D-Fla.)  introduced  the  Carib- 
bean Basin  Economic  Recovery 
Assistance  Act  last  August.  The  bill 
allows  for  U.S.  imports  of  as  much  raw 
sugar  from  CBI  countries  as  was 
allocated  during  the  1983/84  quota  year 
—  about  1.1  million  tons.  The  bills  were 
referred  to  the  House  Ways  &  Means 
Committee  and  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee.  The  Trade  Subcommittee 
held  an  initial  hearing  December  14 
with  more  hearings  to  be  held  this  year. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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FOR  SUGARCANE 
GRASS  CONTROL 


More  cane  growers  use  ASULOX®  brand  herbicide  than  any 
other  postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control  —  rhizome  johnsongrass, 
itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  crabgrass,  paragrass,  foxtail,  goosegrass, 
broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yeilds  —  because  ASULOX®  brand  effectively  controls 
both  early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window  —  lets  you  control  grasses  up  to  12 
inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility  -  because  ASULOX®  brand  can  be 
broadcast  by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed  ...  up  to  two 
times  per  season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 
cane  growers  prefer.  ASULOX®  brand  herbicide. 


"OF  COURSE" 


2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive 
Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

s  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and  follow 

istructions  on  the  label. 

\SULOX  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc. 

1988  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company 


FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

GATES  ANHYDROUS  HOSE  BUY-BACK  PROGRAM  - 
WEED  CONTROL  -  NATIONAL  AG  DAY 


The  Gates  Rubber  Company  has  an- 
nounced that,  in  the  interest  of  user 
safety,  it  will  buy  all  Gates  73B-HB 
anhydrous  hose,  whether  the  hose  is  us- 
ed or  still  on  the  shelf. 

Gates  discontinued  manufacturing 
its  73B-HB  hose  in  1983.  Prior  to  that 
time,  hose  labeling  and  instructions 
warned  that  the  product  should  not  be 
in  use  beyond  30  months. 

John  M.  Riess,  group  vice  president 
of  Gates,  said,  "Over  four  years  have 
passed  since  the  company  last  made  this 
hose.  So  we  consider  all  remaining  73B- 
HB  hose  outdated,  whether  the  hose  is 
new  or  used." 

The  Gates  "buy -back"  program 
states  that  "through  June  30,  1988, 
anyone  who  still  has  this  Gates  hose  will 
be  reimbursed  at  a  price  in  excess  of  the 
current  cost  of  replacement  hose  and 
couplings."  It  asks  those  possessing  this 
hose  to  ship  it,  along  with  any  attached 
couplings,  to: 

Gates  Rubber  Company 
999  Michigan  Avenue 
Iola,  Kansas  66749 
Reimbursement  will  include  any  shipp- 
ing charges  incurred. 

This  product  can  be  identified  by  the 
following  markings  imprinted  directly 
on  the  hose:  "723BHB  ANHYDROUS 
AMMONIA  HOSE."  For  more  informa- 
tion on  the  Gates  anhydrous  ammonia 
hose  "buy-back"  program,  call  Gates  toll 
free  at  1-800-678  HOSE  (1-800-678- 
4673),  or  write  The  Gates  Rubber  com- 
pany, Attention:  Buy-Back  Program, 
P.O.  Box  5887,  Denver,  CO  80217. 


WEED  CONTROL 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Sugar 


Bulletin  are  the  recommendations  for 
spring  weed  control.  These  recommen- 
dations are  based  on  many  years  of 
research  by  scientists  at  LSU  and  the 
USDA.  Research  has  shown  that  the 
chemicals,  rates  and  timing  of  herbicide 
applications  shown  in  these  recommen- 
dations have  given  the  best  overall 
results  in  terms  of  weed  control  and 
sugarcane  yields.  The  scientists  who 
conduct  the  research  in  weed  control  are 
among  the  best  in  the  world  and  we  are 
indeed  fortunate  to  have  them  working 
in  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  Their 
research  has  provided  you  with  the  best 
general  recommendations  for  a  good 
weed  control  program  and  they  are 
always  ready  to  answer  questions  about 
your  specific  weed  control  problems. 

NATIONAL  AG  DAY 

Mark  your  calendars  for  March  20, 
1988,  which  is  National  Agriculture 
Day.  The  following  information  comes 
from  the  Agriculture  Council  of  America 
of  which  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  is  a  member. 

What  is  new  about  Ag  Day  1988?  A 
fine  arts  poster,  the  first  of  a  continuing 
series  reproduced  from  a  specially  com- 
missioned oil  painting,  a  Capitol  Hill 
display,  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  attract 
the  attention  of  urban  legislators  and  an 
all-out  effort  to  involve  every  sector  of 
agriculture  across  the  country,  are  ex- 
citing features  of  Ag  Day  '88. 

"These  new  features,  "says  Robin 
Bird,  J  I  CASE  representative  on  the 
Agriculture  Council  of  America  board 
and  chairperson  of  the  Ag  Day  National 
Steering  Committee,  "should  encourage 

(Continued  on  page  7) 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 
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more  and  more  people  and  organizations 
to  get  involved.  The  greater  participa- 
tion we  have,  the  greater  will  be  our 
ability  to  get  the  consumer's  attention 
and  reach  urban  audiences  with  the 
facts  about  agriculture." 

National  Agriculture  Day  has  been 
celebrated  since  1973  by  communities 
and  organizations  throughout  the  na- 
tion. It  is  officially  recognized  by  the 
U.S.  Congress,  the  President,  and  most 
governors.  The  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
has  served  as  honorary  chairman  since 
1981  and  Secretary  Lyng  has  agreed  to 
serve  in  that  capacity  for  the  1988 
observance. 

As  national  coordinator,  the 
Agriculture  Council  of  America  Educa- 
tion Foundation  produces  the  Ag  Day 
poster  and  other  printed  materials,  and 
assists  groups  throughout  the  country 
with  ideas  for  promoting  and  conducting 
Ag  Day  activities  locally. 

"Ag  Day  is  celebrated  primarily  at 
the  local  level,"  Robin  Bird  pointed  out. 
"ACA's  role  is  to  complement  the  groups 
that  celebrate  Ag  Day,  encourage  the 
ones  that  don't,  and  promote  it  on  a  na- 
tional level." 

Since  1980,  Agriculture  Day  has 
been  coordinated  nationally  by  the  ACA 
Education  Foundation,  building  on  work 
during  the  1970's  of  the  Agriculture  Day 
Foundation,  the  National  Agri- 
Marketing  Association,  the  American 
National  Cattlewomen's  Association 
and  a  number  of  cooperatives  and 
agribusiness  firms  that  remain  active 
supporters  today. 

AG  DAY  1988  FINE  ARTS 
SERIES  POSTER 

Bart  Forbes,  nationally  known  artist 
and  the  designated  artist  of  the  1988 


Olympics,  was  commissioned  to  do  an 
original  oil  painting  which  will  be 
reproduced  as  part  of  the  Agriculture 
Day  poster  for  1988. 

Carrying  the  theme:  "NATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE  DAY .  .  .  Honoring 
America's  Providers,"  this  year's  poster 
is  the  first  in  an  annual  series  of  fine 
arts  posters  designed  by  nationally 
known  artist  which  will  make  up  the 
"National  Ag  Day  Collection."  Each 
year  a  new  artist  and  theme  will  be 
selected. 

THE  CAPITOL  HILL 
DISPLAY  OF  1988 

Designed  to  attract  the  attention  of 
all  legislators,  but  especially  those 
representing  urban  America,  a  large- 
scale  reproduction  of  the  National 
Agriculture  Day  painting  will  be  the 
focus  of  a  display  on  Capitol  Hill. 

To  demonstrate  solidarity  in  the 
agriculture  community  and  the  diversi- 
ty of  the  industry,  flanking  each  side  of 
the  reproduction  will  be  wall-sized 
boards  listing  in  large  print  the  names 
of  individuals  and  organizations  that 
make  up  the  food  and  fiber  industry. 
Letters  are  being  sent  to  individuals, 
businesses  and  organizations 
throughout  the  country  requesting  their 
participation. 

This  is  a  unique  opportunity  to  join 
with  others  throughout  the  country  in 
getting  agriculture's  messages  across  to 
the  nation.  All  are  urged  to  participate. 
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Some  other  legislative  issues  which 
may  arise  in  1988  include: 

Sugar  Drawback:  Both  the  House 
and  Senate  versions  of  the  omnnibus 
trade  bill  provide  a  time  extension  for 
the  "drawback"  of  duties  and  fees  on  im- 
ported raw  sugar.  Under  the  Tariff  Act 
of  1930,  the  Treasury  Department 
refunds  99  percent  of  any  duty  or  fee 
paid  on  imported  sugar,  if  an  equivalent 
amount  of  sugar  is  exported.  In  order  to 
be  eligible  for  drawback,  the  sugar  has 
to  be  processed  within  three  years  and 
exported  within  five  years.  This  pro- 
vision waives  the  deadlines  on  sugar 
entered  after  October  31,  1977  and 
before  April  1, 1985,  provided  the  sugar 
is  exported  before  October  1,  1991.  A 
joint  Senate-House  conference  commit- 
tee has  been  meeting  to  work  out  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  versions  of  the 
trade  bill,  which  they  hope  to  have  com- 
pleted by  spring.  The  Administration 
has  expressed  its  strong  opposition  to 
the  drawback  provision. 

CBI/Philippines  Export  En- 
hancement Program:  Prior  to  adjourn- 
ing in  December,  Congress  approved  a 
special  one-year  export  enhancement 
program.  This  program  provides 
assistance  to  the  Caribbean  Basin  In- 
itiative (CBI)  countries  and  the  Philip- 
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pines  through  a  special  re-export  pro- 
gram by  allowing  them  to  ship  an  addi- 
tional 400,000  tons  of  raw  sugar  to  the 
U.S.  market  at  U.S.  prices  for  the  re- 
mainder of  fiscal  year  1988.  The  sugar 
must  be  refined  and  re-exported  to  the 
world  market  at  so-called  "world  prices" 
within  60  days  of  entry.  Any  difference 
in  price  will  be  made  up  through  generic 
commodity  certificates.  The  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  to  issue  regulations 
before  the  program  can  become  opera- 
tional, and  there  has  been  no  indication 
how  soon  they  plan  to  do  this.  The  Ad- 
ministration opposed  this  program. 
Since  it  is  a  one-year  program,  there 
could  be  attempts  to  extend  it  for  an  ad- 
ditional period  of  time. 

It  is  clear  that  1988  will  not  be  a 
time  to  relax.  It  will  be  a  challenge  for 
the  domestic  sweetener  industry  to  stay 
united,  working  to  maintain  a  strong 
domestic  sugar  program. 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

New,  Used,  and  Rebuilt 

Hi-crop  and  Row-crop 

Tractor  parts 

We  buy  used  tractors  and 
Farm  Equipment  in  any 

condition. 

We  buy  salvage  tractors 

for  cash. 

Jeanerette,  Louisiana 

318-276-3453 

318-923-4875 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


WEED  CONTROL  RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR  SUGARCANE 


A  complete  chemical  program  for 
weed  and  grass  control  can  help  Louis- 
iana growers  produce  maximum  yields 
of  sugarcane  when  the  program  is  com- 
bined with  sound  agronomic  practices 
such  as  timely  cultivation,  selection  of 
adapted  varieties,  proper  fertilization, 
and  disease  and  insect  control. 

Herbicides  are  expensive,  and  unless 
they  are  applied  properly  and  at  the 
right  time,  they  will  not  provide  max- 
imum control  of  weeds.  Spray  equip- 
ment should  be  in  good  condition,  pro- 
perly calibrated  (several  times  during  a 
season),  and  should  have  vigorous  agita- 
tion capability  (especially  important  for 
wettable  powders).  Herbicides  should 
also  be  accurately  measured  or  weighed. 

When  ground  equipment  is  used, 
herbicides  usually  should  be  applied  in 
a  band  over  the  top  of  the  row.  Apply  in 
a  band  30  inches  wide  when  cane  is 
planted  in  drills  up  to  18  inches  in 
width,  and  apply  in  a  band  36  inches 
wide  when  cane  is  planted  in  drills 
greater  than  18  inches  in  width. 

Unless  stated  otherwise,  rates  for 
herbicides  in  this  guide  are  expressed  as 
the  amount  of  formulated  herbicide  re- 
quired per  acre  of  sugarcane  when  ap- 
plied to  a  30-inch  band  on  72-inch  rows. 
The  table  on  the  last  page  can  be  used 
to  select  the  rate  required  when  her- 
bicides are  applied  in  other  band  widths 
or  when  other  row  widths  are  used.  If 
these  herbicides  are  aerially  applied,  in- 
crease the  band  width  rate  propor- 
tionately to  the  broadcast  rate. 

Spring  Weed  Control 
A.  Removal  of  Winter  Weeds 

Heavy  infestations  of  winter  weeds 
should  be  removed  in  late  winter  or 


spring  for  plant  or  stubble  crops  to 
reduce  weed  completion  and  to  pro- 
vide a  clean  bed  for  the  application 
of  preemergence  herbicides.  (Rates 
for  36-inch  band) 

1.  Herbicides  for  Broadleaf  Weeds 

a.  2,  4-D  (amine)  at  1.0  qt. 

b.  Weedmaster  at  1.0  qt.  (better 
on  asters  and  goldenrod) 

2.  Herbicides  for  Winter  Grasses 
a.  Evik  80W  at  1.0  to  1.5  lbs. 

plus  .25  percent  surfactant  or 
1.0  percent  crop  oil  concen- 
trate by  volume. 

3.  Mechanical  Removal 

Both    grasses    and    broadleaf 
weeds  can  be  removed  with  a 
variety  of  rotary  hoes,  picks  or 
shavers.   Where  weeds  are  re- 
moved mechanically,  spray  the 
row  with  2,  4-D  (amine)  at  1.0  qt. 
to   prevent    new    weed    growth 
temporarily. 
B.  Preemergence  Control  of  Seed- 
ling Johnsongrass  in  Plant  Cane 
Apply  one  of  the  following  her- 
bicides immediately  after  the  row  is 
off-barred  and  rebuilt.  The  following 
treatments  will  control  most  sum- 
mer annual  weeds. 


Herbicide 


Light 
Soil 


RATE/A 

Medium    Heavy 
Soil         Soil 


Sinbar*                .66.75  lb.***  .751b.  1.01b. 

Sencor/Lexone  4L*    2.0  pts.  2.0  pts.  2.0-2.5  pts. 

Sencore/Lexone  75DF*      1.3  lbs.  1.3  lbs.  1.3-1.66  lbs. 

Treflan**                  1.66  pts.  1.66  pts.  1.66  pts. 

*  Apply  this  rate  if  this  herbicide  was  not  applied 
in  the  fall.  If  this  herbicide  was  applied  in  the 
fall,  reduce  the  use  rate  by  25  percent. 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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**  Use  Weedmaster  or  2,  4-D  at  1.0  qt/A  or 
Atrazine  80W  at  1.0  lb./A  for  broadleaf  weed 
control.  Treflan  must  be  incorporated. 
Atrazine  should  not  be  incorporated. 
***  Apply  only  on  light  soils  that  have  not  shown 
previous  Sinbar  injury  and  soils  with  more 
than  1%  organic  matter. 

C.  Preemergence  Control  of  Seed- 
ling Johnsongrass  and  Annual 
Weeds  in  Stubble  Cane 

Apply  one  of  the  folowing  her- 
bicides immediately  after  the  row  is 
off-barred  and  rebuilt. 

RATE/A 


Herbicide 


Light     Medium    Heavy 
Soil         Soil         Soil 


Sinbar  1.01b.*    1.01b.        1.3   lbs. 

Sencor/Lexone  4L  2.0  pts.  2.0  pts.      2.5   pts. 
Sencor/Lexone  75DF  1.3  lbs.     1.3   lbs.     1.66  lbs. 

If  emerged  broadleaf  weeds  are  present,  add  Weed- 
master  or  2,  4-D  (amine)  at  1.0  qt./A. 
*  Apply  only  on  light  soils  that  have  not  shown 

previous  Sinbar  injury  and  soils  with  more  than 

1%  organic  matter. 

D.  Postemergence  control  of 
Rhizome  Johnsongrass,  Escaped 
Seedling  Johnsongrass  and 
Other  Grasses. 

The  following  programs  are 
designed  to  control  grasses.  When 
broadleaf  weeds  are  also  a  problem, 
add  one  of  the  following:  Weed- 
master  or  amine  2,  4-D  at  1.0  qt./A. 
1.  Asulox 

a.  First  Application:  Apply  Asu- 
lox at  4.0  pts./A  in  a  36-inch  band. 
Adjust  nozzles  for  complete 
coverage.  Apply  when  most 
johnsongrass  is  18  to  24  inches 
tall  and  before  flowering.  A  non- 
ionic  surfactant  at  .25  percent  to 
.50  percent  by  volume  or  a  crop  oil 
concentrate  at  1.0  percent  by 
volume  may  be  added. 


b.  Second  Application:  Apply  a  se- 
cond application  of  Asulox  at  3.5 
pts./A  in  a  36-inch  band  plus  sur- 
factant or  crop  oil  concentrate 
when  johnsongrass  has  exhibited 
abundant  new  growth  (usually 
about  eight  weeks  after  first  ap- 
plication). A  second  application 
will  increase  control  but  may  not 
increase  yield  over  a  single 
application. 

Asulox  may  be  aerially  applied. 
Apply  as  with  ground  equipment 
but  increase  the  rate  to  6.0  to  8.0 
pts./A.  Total  spray  volume  should 
be  increased  by  10  percent  to 
allow  for  ditchbanks  and 
headlands. 

Note:  Occasional  sugarcane  in- 
jury may  occur  from  Asulox  ap- 
plications if  sugarcane  is  stressed 
from  drought,  excessive 
temperature  or  flooded  soils,  par- 
ticularly when  applied  after  mid- 
May.  The  variety  CP  72-370  ap- 
pears to  be  more  sensitive  than 
other  varieties  to  late  (after  mid- 
May)  applications. 
2.  Dalapon- Asulox  Mixture  in  Stubble 
Cane 

A  mixture  of  dalapon  and  Asulox 
may  give  better  control  of 
johnsongrass  than  Asulox  alone. 
Apply  a  mixture  of  Asulox  of  2.5  to 
3.5  pts./A  plus  dalapon  at  1.5  to  2.0 
lbs./A  on  a  36-inch  band.  Add  a  non- 
ionic  surfactant  at  .25  percent  by 
volume.  Do  not  apply  dalapon  after 
mid-May.  (Dalapon  may  cause  stunt- 
ing and  yield  reduction.) 

E.  Control  of  annual  Weeds,  Itch- 
grass,  Browntop  Panicum  and 
Bermudagrass 

1.    Annual  Weeds  and  Grasses 

Apply  the  following  herbicides 
where  johnsongrass  or  itchgrass  is 
not  a  problem. 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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RATE/A 


Herbicide 


Light     Medium    Heavy 
Soil         Soil         Soil 


Sencor/Lexone  4L     1.0  pt.   1.0  pt.      1.5  pts. 
Sencor/Lexone  75DF    .661b.      .661b.      1.01b. 


Sinbar 

.5  lb.* 

.5 

lb. 

.51b. 

AAtrex  80W 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5 

lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

Princep  80W 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5 

lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

Cotoran  80W 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5 

lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

Karmex  80W 

1.5  lbs. 

1.5 

lbs. 

1.5  lbs. 

*  Apply  Sinbar  only  to  light  soils  that  have  not 
shown  previous  Sinbar  injury. 

2.  Itchgrass 

A.  Preemergence  —  Treflan 
Apply  Treflan  at  1.66  to  2.0  pts. 
in  a  band  30  to  36  inches  wide  to 
a  clean  drill  before  itchgrass  ger- 
minates. Incorporate  into  soil 
above  the  surgarcane  with  a  roll- 
ing cultivator  (about  2  inches 
deep)  immediately  after  applica- 
tion. For  improved  control, 
remove  excessive  stubble  or 
weedy  growth  and  loosen  hard 
packed  soil  before  application. 

B.  Alternate  Preemergence  Herbi- 
cide 

If  the  application  and  incorpora- 
tion of  Treflan  are  not  feasible, 
apply  one  of  the  following: 

1.  TCA  -  Apply  3.5  pts.  TCA  + 
1.0  qt.  2,  4-D.  Repeat  in  four 
weeks.  If  itchgrass  has  ger- 
minated, add  2.0  lbs. /A 
Dowpon  M. 

2.  Velpar  (Stubble  Cane)-Apply 
.5  lb. /A  Velpar  on  medium 
soils  and  .66  lb./A  on  heavy 
soils.  Do  not  apply  to  light 
soils.  Varieties  CP  65-357  and 
CP  72-370  are  sensitive  to 
Velpar. 

C.  Postemergence 

Apply  the  following  when  the 
largest  itchgrass  plants  are  6  in- 
ches tall.  Apply  Asulox  at  3.5 
pts./A    on    a    30-inch    band    or 


Asulox  at  2.5  to  3.0  pts./A  plus 
Dowpon  M  at  1.5  to  2.0  pounds. 
Add  a  non-ionic  surfactant  at  .25 
to  .50  percent  by  volume.  Do  not 
apply  Dowpon  to  any  cane  after 
mid-May. 
D.   Layby 

Apply  Treflan  broadcast  at  3.0 
pts./A  after  the  layby  cultivation 
and  incorporate  with  a  rolling 
cultivator  or  disk  cultivator. 

3.  Browntop  Panicum 

Browntop  panicum  is  not  controlled 
by  Sinbar,  and  Fenatrol  is  no  longer 
available.  The  following  control 
methods  are  recommended  where 
browntop  panicum  is  a  problem. 

A.  Preemergence 

Apply  Treflan  at  1.66  pts./A.  In- 
corporate immediately  with  a 
rolling  cultivator.  If  Treflan  can- 
not be  used,  apply  Sencor/Lexone 
4L  at  2.0  to  2.5  pts./A  or  Sen- 
cor/Lexone 75DF  at  1.3  to  1.66 
lbs./A. 

B.  Postemergence 

1.  Evik  80W-Apply  at  1.0  lb./A 
to  a  24-inch  band  as  a  directed 
spray  only  to  a  24-inch  band. 
Add  .5  percent  non-ionic  sur- 
factant or  1.0  percent  crop  oil 
concentrate  by  volume.  Do  not 
allow  spray  to  contact  cane,  or 
injury  may  result. 

2.  Dowpon  M— Apply  Dowpon  M 
at  1.0  to  1.5  lbs/A  as  a  directed 
spray. 

C.  Layby 

Apply  Treflan  at  2.0  to  3.0  pts./A 
(broadcast)  and  incorporate  with 
a  rolling  cultivator  or  bed 
chopper. 

4.  Bermudagrass 

In  addition  to  preemergence 
treatments,  fields  infested  with 
Bermudagrass  should  also  be 
treated  with  a  directed  spray  of 
the  following: 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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a.  Dowpon  M  at  2.25  lbs./A 

b.  TCA  at  3.0  pts./A  + 
Dowpon  M  at  1.0  lb./A. 
A  second  application  may 
be  needed  for  best  control. 
Avoid  spray  contact  with 
cane,  and  apply  before 
mid-May. 

Layby  Weed  Control 

Preemergence  at  Layby 

Application  of  preemergence  her- 
bicides at  layby  may  be  desirable  in 
fields  having  late  season  weed  prob- 
lems. Problem  weeds  include  morn- 
ingglory,  johnsongrass,  itchgrass, 
browntop  panicum  and  other  annual 
grasses.  Apply  one  of  the  following 
herbicides  broadcast  following  the 
final  cultivation. 


RATE/A: 

¥** 

Light 

Medimr 

i    Heavy 

Herbicide 

Soil 

Soil 

Soil 

AAtrex  80W* 

2.0  lbs. 

2.0  lbs. 

3.0  lbs. 

Princep  80W 

2.0  lbs. 

2.0  lbs. 

3.0  lbs. 

Sinbar 

1.01b.** 

1.0  lb. 

1.0  lb. 

Sencor/Lexone  4L  2.0  pts. 

2.0  pts. 

2.5  pts. 

Sencor/Lexone  75DF  1.3  lbs. 

1.3  lbs. 

1.66  lbs. 

Treflan 

3.0  pts. 

3.0  pts. 

3.0  pts. 

*  AAtrex  used  as  layby  for  morningglory  control 

has  in  many  instances  eliminated  the  need  for 

a  2,  4-D  application. 

**  Do  not  use  Sinbar  on  light  soils  unless 

previous  use  has  indicated  no  injury  problem. 

***  Broadcast 

B.  Preemergence  at  Layby 

Apply  amine  2,  4-D  broadcast  at  1.5 
qts./A  for  morningglory  (and  other 
susceptible  broadleaf  weeds).  Avoid 
drift  to  non-target  areas. 

Fallowed  Fields  Weed  Control 

Several  herbicides  are  labeled  for  use 
in  fallowed  sugarcane  fields.  These  her- 
bicides may  be  used  in  conjunction  with 


fallow  plowing  or  to  substitute  for  part 
of  the  fallow  plow  program.  The  fallow 
year  is  important  in  controlling 
johnsongrass,  itchgrass  and  other  weeds 
by  killing  johnsongrass  rhizomes  and 
reducing  weed  seed  reserves  in  the  soil. 
A.  Fallow  Preemergence 

After  bedding  in  May  or  June,  apply 

to  a  weed  free  bed: 


RATE/A*** 


Herbicide 


Light     Medium    Heavy 
Soil         Soil         Soil 


Sencor/Lexone  4L*  2.0  pts.  2.5   pts.    3.0  pts. 
Sencor/Lexone  75DF*       1.3  lbs.  1.66  lbs.     2.0   lbs. 
AAtrex  80W**        2.5  lbs.  2.5   lbs.      2.5  lbs. 

*  Do  not  use  where  itchgrass  is  a  problem. 
**  Do  not  use  where  johnsongrass,  itchgrass  or 

browntop  panicum  is  a  problem. 
***  Broadcast 
B.  Fallow  Postemergence 

To  reduce  fallow  plowing  or  if  fallow 
plowing  is  not  possible  or  to  destroy 
existing  sugarcane  stubble,  apply 
broadcast: 

1.  Roundup  -  Apply  1.0  to  2.0 
qts/A  in  5-20  gallons  of  water,  add 
.25  percent  non-ionic  surfactant 
by  volume.  Do  not  cultivate  for 
seven  days  after  application.  Use 
extreme  caution  if  applied  by 
air. 

2.  Dowpon  M  -  Apply  6.0  to  8.0 
lbs./A  Dowpon  M.  Add  .25  to  .50 
percent  non-ionic  surfactant  by 
volume.  Do  not  cultivate  for 
seven  days  after  application.  App- 
ly to  johnsongrass  less  than  24  in- 
ches tall  and  before  seed  forma- 
tion. Do  not  plant  cane  for 
three  weeks  following 
application. 

Problem  Weeds  on  Ditchbanks 

Problem  weeds  such  as  johnsongrass, 
itchgrass,  bermudagrass  and  equisetum 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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(popping  weed)  should  be  controlled  on 
ditchbanks  to  prevent  infestation  into 
adjacent  fields.  Apply  one  or  more  of  the 
following: 

1.  MSMA  —  Apply  4.0  lbs/A  active  in- 
gredient +  .25  percent  non-ionic  sur- 
factant by  volume.  MSMA  will  con- 
trol johnsongrass  and  itchgrass  but 
not  bermudagrass.  Repeat  as 
necessary. 

2.  Dowpon  M  -  Apply  10.0  lbs./A  +  .25 
percent  non-ionic  surfactant  by 
volume.  Dowpon  M  will  control 
johnsongrass,  itchgrass  and 
bermudagrass. 

3.  Roundup  —  Apply  1.0  to  2.0  qts./A  + 
.25  percent  non-ionic  surfactant  by 
volume.  Roundup  will  control 
johnsongrass  and  itchgrass.  Higher 
rates  will  control  bermudagrass. 

Control  of  Equisetum  (horsetail  or 
popping  weed)  has  proved  to  be  difficult. 
The  following  herbicides  that  temporari- 
ly sterilize  the  soil  have  controlled  this 
weed. 

1.  Velpar  at  6  to  12  lbs./A. 

2.  Spike  at  10  to  20  lbs./A. 

3.  Hyvar  X  at  10  to  15  lbs./A. 

Do  not  apply  any  of  the  above  closer 
than  six  feet  from  the  first  row  of  cane. 
Promising  control  of  young  (1-  to 
2-year  old)  equisetum  has  been  obtained 
with  a  tank  mixture  of  Weedmaster  at 
2.0  qts./A  plus  MSMA  at  2  lbs.  a.i./A 
plus  .25  percent  non-ionic  surfactant  by 
volume.  This  treatment  will  not  sterilize 
the  soil  or  seriously  injure  adjacent  cane. 

Chemicals  Referred  to  in 
the  Recommendations 


Common 
Name 

Ametryn 


Asulam 


Trade 
Name 

Evik  80W 


Asulox 


Chemical 
Name 

2-(ethylamino)-4- 
(isopropylamino)-6- 
(methylthio)-s-triazine 
Sodium  salt  of  asulam 
(ethyl  sulfanilyl- 
carbamate) 


Common 
Name 

Atrazine 


Trade 
Name 


Chemical 
Name 


AAtrex  SOW  2-chloro-4, 
AAtrex  4L  ethylamino-6, 
AAtrex  isopropylamino-s-triazine 

Nine-0 
Griffex  4L 
Griffex  9  DF 


Bromacil 

Dalapon 

Diuron 

Fenac 

Fluometuron 

Glyphosate 

Hexazinone 

Metribuzin 


Hyvar  X 
80WP 


Dowpon  M 

Karmex  80W 

Fenatrol 
Fenac 

Cotoran 
80WP 

Roundup 

Velpar  90SP 
Velpar  2L 


Sencor  4 
Sencor  75DF 
Lexone  4L 
Lexone  DF 

Simazine        Princep 
80  WP 
Princep 
Caliber  90 

Tebuthiuron   Spike  80W 


Terbacil 
TCA 


Sinbar  80W 
TCA 


Trifluralin      Treflan 

4  lbs./gal. 


5-bromo-3-sec-butyl-6- 
methyluracil 
(5-bromo-6-methyl-3-(l- 
methylprophyl)  uracil) 
Sodium  salt  of  2,  2- 
dichloropropionic  acid 
3-(3,  4-dichlorophenyl)-l- 
dimethylurea 
Sodium  salt  of  2,  3-6,- 
trichlorophenyl-acetic  acid 

3-(m-trifluromethylphenyl) 
-1,1-dimethylurea 

N-(phosphonomethyl) 
glycine 

3-cyclohetyl- 

6-(dimethylamino)-l- 
methyl-1, 3, 5-triazine-2, 4, 
(1H,  3H)-dione 

4-amino-6-tert-butyl-3- 
(methylthio)-as- 
triazine-5(4H)  one 

2-chloro-4-6-bis 
(ethylamino)-s-triazine 


N-[5-l,  l-dimethylethyl)-l, 
3,4- 

thiadiazd-2-yl]-N,  N'- 
dimethylurea 

3-tert-butyl-5-chloro-6 
methyluracil 

Sodium  salt  of 
trichloracetic  acid 

a,  a,  a,  trifluro-2, 6-dinitro- 
N.N.-dipropyl-p-toluidine 


(Continued  on  page  14) 
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Common       Trade 
Name          Name 

Chemical 
Name 

Mixture  of  Dicamba- 

66-inch  rows 

Weedmaster   Weedmaster 

30-inch  band 

36-inch  band 

broadcast 

(Dimethylamine  salt  of  3, 
6-dichloro-o-o-anisic  acid) 
and  2, 4-D  (dimethylamine 

0.73 
0.82 
0.87 

0.87 
0.98 
1.04 

1.60 
1.80 
1.92 

salt) 

1.10 

1.31 

2.40 

2, 4-D           Numerous 

Amine  or  low  volatile 
esters  of  2,  4-di- 
chlorophenoxyacetic  acid 

1.50 
1.64 
1.81 
2.18 

1.80 
1.96 
2.17 
2.62 

3.30 
3.60 
3.98 
4.80 

Rates    of  herbicides   presented    are 

3.27 
4.36 

3.93 
5.24 

7.20 
9.60 

based  on  amount  of  formulated  product 
for  a  30-inch  band  on  a  72-inch  wide  row. 
To  obtain  the  amount  of  herbicide  pro- 
duct required  to  treat  other  band  widths 
and  row  widths,  consult  the  table.  Con- 
versions are  applicable  whether 
measurements  are  expressed  in  pounds, 
pints  or  quarts  per  acre. 


Proportionate  Rates  of  Herbicides 

Per  Acre  of  Sugarcane  for  Various 

Band  and/or  Row  Widths 

Rate  of  Formulated  Herbicide 

Product  Per  Acre 

in  Pounds,  Pints,  Quarts 


72-inch  rows 


30-inch  band      36-inch  band     broadcast 


0.66  (2/3) 

0.80 

1.60 

0.75(3/4) 

0.90 

1.80 

0.80 

0.96 

1.92 

1.00 

1.20 

2.40 

1.33 

1.60 

3.20 

1.50 

1.80 

3.60 

1.66 

2.00 

3.98 

2.00 

2.40 

4.80 

3.00 

3.60 

7.20 

4.00      i 

4.80 

9.60 

If  herbicides  are  handled  or  applied  im- 
properly, or  if  unused  portions  are  not 
disposed  of  safely,  they  may  be  injurious  to 
humans,  domestic  animals,  desirable 
plants,  and  fish  or  other  wildlife,  and  may 
contaminate  water  supplies.  Use  herbicides 
only  when  needed  and  handle  them  with 
care.  Follow  the  directions  and  heed  all 
precautions  on  the  container  label. 
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FOR  SUGARCANE 
GRASS  CONTROL 


More  cane  growers  use  ASULOX®  brand  herbicide  than  any 
other  postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control  —  rhizome  johnsongrass, 
itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  crabgrass,  paragrass,  foxtail,  goosegrass, 
broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yeilds  —  because  ASULOX®  brand  effectively  controls 
both  early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window  —  lets  you  control  grasses  up  to  12 
inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility  -  because  ASULOX®  brand  can  be 
broadcast  by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed ...  up  to  two 
times  per  season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 
cane  growers  prefer.  ASULOX®  brand  herbicide. 


"OF  COURSE" 


2  T.W.  Alexander  Drive 
Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

As  with  any  crop  protection  chemical,  always  read  and  follow 
instructions  on  the  label. 

ASULOX  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc. 
e1988  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


REAGAN  SEEKS  TO  CHANGE 
U.S.  SUGAR  PROGRAM 

President  Reagan  submitted  his 
fiscal  year  1989  budget  to  Congress 
February  18  and  said  he  will  seek 
legislation  to  change  the  U.S.  sugar  pro- 
gram which  he  says  keeps  the  price  of 
domestically  produced  sugar  artifically 
high.  The  President  said  his  proposal 
will  modify  the  current  program  "To  en- 
sure fair  treatment  for  taxpayers,  con- 
sumers and  farmers"  and  will  reduce 
government  interference  in  commerce 
and  promote  free  trade  policies.  The  cur- 
rent program,  Reagan  said,  "results  in 
a  loss  of  foreign  exchange  from  countries 
that  are  economically  weak  but  vital  to 
U.S.  interests."  Specifics  of  the  Ad- 
ministration proposal  have  not  been 
released,  but,  resportedly,  will  call  for 
a  reduction  in  the  sugar  loan  rate  of  1.5 
cents  per  pound  per  year  for  four  years 
down  to  12  cents.  This  is  the  first  time 
in  Reagan's  two  terms,  the  Administra- 
tion is  not  seeking  changes  or  major 
revisions  in  any  other  U.S.  commodity 
program  with  the  exception  of  sugar. 

In  a  statement  responding  to 
Reagan's  budget  message,  the  U.S. 
Sweetener  Producers  Group  said  the  Ad- 
ministration's plan  to  cut  the  U.S.  sugar 
program  is  a  clear  case  of  padding  the 
bank  accounts  of  big  business  at  the  ex- 
pense of  American  farmers.  If  the  Ad- 
ministration gets  its  way,  the  real  win- 
ners will  be  the  giant  industrial  corpora- 
tions that  use  sweeteners  to  make  soft 
drinks,  candy  and  processed  foods. 
Together  these  companies  could  reap  a 
windfall  of  about  $1  billion  in  additional 
potential  profits  every  year  if  the  Ad- 
ministration cuts  the  sugar  program. 


Association's  1988  International  Collo- 
quium in  Tarpon  Springs,  Florida, 
February  22.  In  his  remarks  Yeutter 
said,  "Our  position  is  that  we  will  not 
disarm  in  agriculture  unilaterally.  We 
see  a  great  need  to  include  sugar  in  the 
global  reforms  we  will  make  in 
agriculture,  but  we  will  not  change  our 
sugar  program  unless  we  have  firm  com- 
mitments from  other  countries  that  they 
will  do  the  same."  However,  later  in  his 
remarks  Yeutter  seemed  to  be  sending 
mixed  signals  when  he  said  the  Ad- 
ministration intends  to  propose  new 
legislation  in  the  coming  weeks  to 
change  the  sugar  program  and  that 
presently  USDA  is  putting  the  final 
details  together.  He  said  it  would  be 
premature  for  him  to  comment  on  the 
substance  of  the  legislative  proposal,  but 
that  he  expected  it  to  be  similar  to  the 
Administration's  previous  proposal 
which  called  for  U.S.  loan  levels  to  be 
reduced. 

AMSTAR  CLOSES 
BOSTON  REFINERY 

Amstar  Corporation  announced 
February  17  that  it  will  permanently 
close  its  sugar  refinery  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  on  March  18.  William  C. 
Shanley,  III,  President  of  Amstar  Sugar 
Corporation  said,  "Our  decision  to  cease 
operations  in  Boston  follows  an  exten- 
sive analysis  of  the  requirements  of  our 
New  England  customers  and  we  are  con- 
fident of  our  ability  to  continue  to  fully 
meet  their  needs  from  our  other 
refineries."  Amstar  will  continue  to 
operate  a  sales  office  and  will  maintain 
a  distribution  warehouse  in  the  Boston 
area. 


YEUTTER  ADDRESSES 

SWEETENER  USERS 

COLLOQUIUM 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  Clayton 
Yeutter  addressed  the  Sweetener  Users 


NEW  STUDY  SHOWS  SUGAR, 
HYPERACTIVITY  UNRELATED 

The  final  published  results  of  a 
study  completed  by  the  National  In- 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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Sinbar  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young 
cane  crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SINBAR® 
herbicide  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SINBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SINBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane 
at  harvest. 

©  1988  E.  I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  and  Company  (Inc.) 
With  any  chemical,  follow  label  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

TOO  MUCH  RAIN  -  A  LITTLE  SNOW  - 
COMPUTER  GROUP  -  ASSCT  OFFICERS 


During  most  of  the  harvest  season 
little  rain  was  experienced  in  the  cane 
belt.  However,  since  the  completion  of 
grinding,  the  rain  has  fell  in  near 
records  amounts.  Rainfall  throughout 
much  of  the  belt  has  been  16  inches  or 
more  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
This  amount  is  at  least  six  inches  more 
than  normal  for  the  first  two  months. 

As  a  result  of  the  rain,  the  ground 
has  stayed  saturated  for  most  of 
January  and  February.  With  the  dry 
conditions  during  the  harvest  season, 
few  ruts  were  made  and  for  those  few 
ruts  that  were  made  there  was  plenty  of 
time  to  effectively  drain  them.  As  a 
result,  most  of  the  surface  drainage  is 
good  and  at  this  time  the  flooded  condi- 
tions are  a  result  of  a  high  water  table 
and  back  water. 

Fortunately,  temperatures  have  not 
stayed  cold  for  any  extended  periods  of 
time.  Several  moderate  freezes  have  oc- 
curred in  the  belt  with  temperatures  in 
the  mid  20's  being  recorded,  but  dura- 
tions of  these  freezes  have  been  relative- 
ly short.  Also,  there  have  not  been  any 
extended  warm  periods  up  to  now  to 
allow  cane  to  start  growing.  Cane  has 
stayed  dormant  since  the  first  of  these 
moderate  freezes  occurred  nearly  two 
months  ago. 

The  cane  stands  that  most  growers 
seem  to  have  concern  over  are  the  late 
planted  fields  that  had  not  come  up  to 
a  good  stand  or  had  not  germinated  at 
all.  Several  weeks  ago,  checks  made  on 
the  condition  of  eyes  in  some  of  these 
fields  indicated  that  they  were  still  good. 
However,  wet,  cold  conditions  often  can 
cause  losses  in  the  number  of  good  eyes. 
The  effects  of  the  extended  wet  condi- 


tions without  the  cold  is  of  course  uncer- 
tain at  this  time  but  something  that 
growers  will  have  to  look  out  for.  With 
better  weather  this  spring,  many  feel 
that  stands  should  be  adequate. 

SNOW 

On  Friday  evening  and  early  Satur- 
day morning,  February  5  and  6,  and 
again  on  Sunday  February  7,  snow  fell 
throughout  much  of  the  cane  belt.  Some 
areas  received  more  than  others  with  4 
to  5  inches  being  reported  in  much  of 
Southeast  Louisiana.  By  Saturday  after- 
noon most  of  the  snow  on  bare  ground 
in  sunlit  areas  had  melted.  On  Sunday 
Feb.  7  some  snow  fell  in  the  western 
areas  of  the  belt  but  by  late  that  after- 
noon most  of  it  had  melted.  Several  yars 
have  passed  since  snow  covered  most  of 
the  belt  and  as  expected  caused  much 
curiosity  but  probably  little  overall  ef- 
fect on  the  coming  cane  crop. 

ASSCT  OFFICERS 

At  the  ASSCT  banquet  on  Thursday, 
February  4,  1988,  Mr.  Harold  Birkett 
presided  as  President.  The  officers  for 
the  coming  year  were  presented  to  the 
audience  at  that  time.  Serving  as  Presi- 
dent will  be  Roland  Talbot,  as  First 
Vice-President  Charles  "Chip"  Savoie, 
as  Second  Vice-President  Martin  Can- 
cienne,  as  Manufacturing  Section  Chair- 
man Jackie  Theriot,  as  Agriculture  Sec- 
tion Chairman  Steve  Guillot,  and  as 
Chairman  at  Large  Ben  Lengendre.  Our 
congratulations  to  our  new  officers  for 
the  coming  year  and  best  wishes  for  a 
successful  term  of  office. 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

(Continued  from  page  5) 


COMPUTER  GROUP 

Last  year,  a  computer  users  group 
was  started  to  put  those  members  of  the 
industry  interested  in  computerization 
of  field  and  mill  records  in  tough  with 
each  other.  Very  shortly  we  will  call  the 
first  meeting  of  1988  for  this  group. 
Many  of  you  have  expressed  ideas  as  to 
what  should  be  the  goals  for  the  group 
and  we  hope  to  try  to  accomplish  some 
of  these. 

All  names  on  the  list  from  last  year 
will  again  receive  announcements  to 
this  year's  meetings.  Anyone  who  was 
not  at  any  of  the  computer  meetings  last 
year  but  would  like  to  be  included  on  the 
mailing  list  should  send  in  the  follow- 
ing form  to  the  League  Office.  Also,  any 
of  you  that  have  any  ideas  or  sugges- 
tions as  to  objectives  for  the  group 
should  call  on  your  League  Staff  or  else 
send  them  to  us  at  the  League  Office. 

Last  year  several  members  of  the 


group  were  interested  in  purchasing 
computer  equipment  and  software.  For 
those  just  starting  in  computerization, 
we  will  continue  to  try  to  help  you  get 
going.  We  hope  to  publish  a  list  of  the 
members  of  the  group  and  their  areas  of 
expertise  so  that  they  can  help  other 
members  of  the  group  who  are  working 
in  those  same  areas.  For  those  that  were 
further  along  and  looking  for  new  soft- 
ware, we  will  again  try  to  give  you  a 
forum  for  examining  these.  We  would 
also  hope  that  processor  and  growers 
could  be  merged  with  grower  records  at 
some  point  in  the  future. 

The  computer  users  group  can  be  of 
help  to  those  of  you  who  are  interested 
in  this  area  of  record  keeping  and  farm 
management.  This  is  not  something 
that  anyone  con  do  for  you,  but  rather 
this  group  is  simply  a  way  for  you  to  get 
involved  and  do  something  to  help 
yourself. 


Yes  I  would  like  my  name  included  in  the  computer  users  group. 


Name: 


Address: 


City:. 


.State: 


.Zip:. 


Mail  to:       American  Sugar  Cane  League 
P.O.  Box  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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PRESIDENT  FRED  CLARK  OPENS  ONE  OF  THE  FIVE  LEAGUE 
MEETINGS  HELD  JANUARY  26,  27  AND  28  1988. 


WASHINGTON  REPRESENTATIVE  DON  WALLACE  DISCUSSES 
THE  POLITICAL  SITUATION  TO  ONE  OF  THE  FIVE  AREA 
LEAGUE  MEETINGS. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


GENERAL  MANAGER  J.  KELLY  NIX  ADDRESSES  THE  AU- 
DIENCE AT  ONE  OF  THE  FIVE  AREA  MEETINGS  OF  THE 
LEAGUE. 
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LIGHT    COVERING    OF    SNOW    ON    CANE 
THIBODAUX  AREA  ON  FEBRUARY  6,  1988. 


ROWS    IN    THE 


MARCH  1,  1988 


ASSCT  AG  SECTION  CHAIRMAN  WINDELL  JACKSON  OPENING 
THE  TECHNICAL  SESSION. 


HERMAN  WAGUESPACK,  JR.  COMPARING  THE  YIELD 
RESULTS  OF  KLEENTEK  TO  HEAT  TREATED  CANE  AT  THE 
ASSCT  MEETING. 
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OUTGOING  ASSCT  PRESIDENT  HAROLD  BIRKETT  DELIVER- 
ING HIS  CLOSING  REMARKS. 


INCOMING  ASSCT  PRESIDENT  ROLAND  TALBOT  ADDRESSING 
THE  AUDIENCE. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


stitute  of  Mental  Health  found  no  rela- 
tionship between  sugar  and  hyperactivi- 
ty in  some  children.  Dr.  Markus  J.  P. 
Kruesi,  an  NIMH  child  psychiatrist, 
studied  18  boys  whose  parents  said  they 
reacted  to  sugar  and  12  others.  The  boys 
were  given  various  drinks  —  some  with 
sugar,  some  with  saccharin,  and  some 
with  nutrasweet.  Neither  the  scientists, 
the  children,  or  the  parents  knew  which 


child  was  getting  the  sweetened  drink 
at  any  given  time.  The  18  supposed 
sugar-reactors  did  have  more  disruptive 
behavior  problems  over  all,  but  there 
was  no  association  with  the  sugar 
.  drinks.  None  of  the  drinks  produced  any 
"significant  effect  on  aggression  or 
observers'  ratings  of  behavior,"  re- 
searchers said. 


EQUIPMENT  FOR  SALE 

1    7045  tractor,  excellent  shape $16,000.00 

1    Thompson  (Big  Red)  cane  harvester  with  improved 

front  end;  all-gathering  system  is  extended  12"; 

has  4  sets  of  chains.  The  motor  does  not  burn  oil. 

All  modern  improvements  are  on  this  harvester; 

has  cut  only  1800  acres  of  cane 13,000.00 

1  Brousard  loader  on  806  tractor;  has  new  $3,500 

chain  piler;  back  hoe  and  clam  shell  bucket 8,000.00 

2  Bayou  Service  cane  carts,  $5,000  each 10,000.00 

2    home-made  carts,  $2,500  each 5,000.00 

(All  carts  have  army  hitches.  Would  like  to  sell  all  carts  together.) 

1  Thompson  3  row  chopper  with  bar-off  attachment 4,000.00 

1  home-made  3  row  chopper  with  bar-off  attachment 2,500.00 

1  4  row  middle  buster,  made  with  2  M.V.  2  row  middle  buster 3,000.00 

1  Thompson  4  bottom  plow 500.00 

2  Anhodrous  Ammonia  storage  tank  on  trailer 500.00 

1  3  row  Andodrous  Ammonia  applicator Make  an  offer 

1  1  row  Andodrous  Ammonia  applicator Make  an  offer 

1  clipper 500.00 

1  Rhino  blade 500.00 

1  Tractor  mounted  seed  spreader.  Many  separate  parts  for  190  &  200 

Many  miscellaneous  items 
GOING  INTO  RETIREMENT  SALE 

ALVIN  DAIGLE 

Route  1,  Box  1146       White  Castle,  LA  70788       (504)  545-3139 
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FOR  SUGARCANE 
GRASS  CONTROL 


More  cane  growers  use  Asulox  herbicide  than  any  other 
postemergent  grass  herbicide.  Here's  why: 

True  broad  spectrum  grass  control — rhizome 
johnsongrass,  crabgrass,  itchgrass  (raoulgrass),  paragrass,  foxtail, 
goosegrass,  broadleaf  panicum. 

Higher  yields — because  Asulox  effectively  controls  both 
early  and  late  emerging  grassy  weeds,  cane  growers  have 
experienced  yield  increases  of  up  to  6  tons/acre. 

Large  application  window— lets  you  control  grasses  up  to 
12  inches  tall  (rhizome  johnsongrass  between  18  and  24  inches  tall). 

Application  flexibility— because  Asulox  can  be  broadcast 
by  air  or  ground,  banded  or  spot  sprayed  ...  up  to  two  times  per 
season. 

This  season,  go  with  the  postemergent  grass  herbicide  more 


"ASULOX, 
OF  COURSE" 


cane  growers  prefer. 
Asulox  herbicide. 


Always  read  and  follow  label  directions  carefully. 
Asulox  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Rhone-Poulenc  Inc 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  J.  Kelly  Nix 

The  65th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  was  a  success! 
The  meeting  held  on  February  26, 1988  in  the  Plantation  Room  of  the  Thibodaux 
Civic  Center  opened  with  Posting  of  the  Colors  by  the  ROTC  Honor  Guard  at 
Nicholls  State  University.  Mr.  John  McConnell  sang  the  National  Anthem,  former 
League  President  Irving  Legendre,  Jr.  lead  us  in  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  while 
Monsignor  Amedee  gave  the  Invocation.  Following  are  some  of  the  comments  made 
by  our  speakers. 

****** 

Mayor  Warren  Harang 

". . .  welcome. . .  " 

Mayor  Warren  Harang  welcomed  the  office  move 
of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  from  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  to  the  City  of  Thibodaux.  Mayor 
Harang  said,  "from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  want 
to  publicly  thank  you  so  very,  very  much  for  pick- 
ing Thibodaux  to  render  the  functions  of  the  Sugar 
Cane  Industry  in  Louisiana".  He  continued  by  say- 
ing, "I  want  to  thank  the  entire  membership  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  for  the  work  they 
have  been  doing,  especially  when  they  held  the 
Sugar  Industry  in  the  palm  of  their  hand  and  with 
the  Louisiana  Congressional  Delegation  guided  it 
through  the  United  States  Congress  and  put  it  into 
the  Farm  Bill". 

****** 

Governor  Elect  Roemer 

". .  .sugar  a  legitimate  provision  in  the  farm  bill. . .  " 

In  addressing  the  general  membership  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Governor-elect 
Roemer  said,  "when  I  talked  on  behalf  of  sugar  on 
the  floor  of  the  United  States  Congress  it  was  in  the 
interest  of  America .  .  .  and  in  the  interest  of 
America,  sugar  is  a  legitimate  provision  in  the  Farm 
Bill."  Speaking  as  a  United  States  Congressman 
Roemer  said,  "I  hate  to  leave  Washington  in  that 
I  will  not  be  able  to  work  on  the  Farm  Bill  and  cer- 
tain trade  provisions  that  effect  the  Sugar  Industry, 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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but  just  because  I  won't  be  a  member  of 
Congress  anymore  I  will  still  have  some 
influence  with  the  Louisiana  Delegation 
and  other  members  of  Congress  with 
whom  I  served,  and  I  can  assure  you  to- 
day that  I  will  work  hard  to  make  sure 
that  they  do  the  right  thing  in  regard  to 
our  Industry." 

Governor-elect  Roemer  also  stated 
that,  "I  don't  want  to  come  here  today 
and  say  that  in  the  Sugar  Industry  you 
have  no  problems,  no  fears,  and 
everything  is  alright,  because  it 
isn't .  .  .  the  world  grows  smaller  and 
more  competitive  and  you  must  always 
be  aware  of  what  is  happening  in 
Washington  and  around  the  world.  .  . 
you  will  have  to  defend,  promote,  ex- 
plain and  justify  your  positions .  .  .  and 
to  do  that  you  must  speak  with  a  single 
unified  voice". 

"Now  let  me  talk  not  about  your  in- 
terests but  about  our  interests ...  let  me 
go  beyond  sugar  and  talk  about  Louisi- 
ana. We  must  rid  our  self  of  a  poor 
reputation  in  politics  and  education  if 
we  are  to  turn  our  economy  around.  If 
South  Carolina  can  win  without  the 
resources  we  have,  if  Tennessee  can  win 
without  the  people  we  have,  if 
Massachusetts  can  win,  then  Louisiana 
should  be  able  to  succeed'.  I  want  this 
state  to  be  the  kind  of  state  where  when 
people  hear  you're  from  it  they  say, 
'Hey,  that's  where  its  happening,'  " 
Roemer  said. 

But  before  Louisiana  can  become 
that  place,  Roemer  said  four  things  must 
be  done:  (1)  state  politics  must  be 
cleaned  up,  (2)  public  education  must  be 
strengthened,  (3)  the  state  Legislature 
must  pass  laws  that  will  allow  economic 
development,  and  (4)  the  state  must  rid 
itself  of  internal  divisions. 


"Your  leadership  must  put  your  in- 
terests before  their  own,"  Roemer  said. 
The  state's  voters  can  ensure  this  by 
supporting  legislation  to  reform  cam- 
paign finance  laws,  Roemer  said.  It's  as 
simple  as  separating  the  politicians 
from  the  money.  He  said  this  will  ensure 
that  special  interests  and  persons  with 
a  lot  of  money  do  not  run  the  state.  Cam- 
paign reform  laws  would  stop  candidates 
from  accepting  large  contributions. 

Roemer  said  the  state  has  plenty  of 
good  teachers  but  they  are  not  paid  well. 
Roemer  said  he  favors  pay  raises, 
teacher  evaluations  and  more  efficient 
spending  in  the  classroom.  "We  treat 
our  teachers  like  dirt,"  Roemer  said, 
"We  spend  more  money  in  one  year  on 
a  prisoner  in  Angola  than  a  first  grade 
teacher." 

The  doors  to  economic  rejuvenation 
will  remain  locked  unless  the  state  does 
something  about  tort  and  insurance 
reform.  Roemer  said,  industry  is  spend- 
ing too  much  on  workmen's  compensa- 
tion, unemployment  insurance  and 
liability  insurance. 

The  state  must  also  rid  itself  of 
geographical  and  racial  divisions  if  it  is 
to  achieve  educational  and  economic 
success.  If  the  state's  residents  can  pull 
together,  they  will  be  equal  to  the 
challenge,  Roemer  said. 

(Speakers  continued  on  page  6) 
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Commissioner  Bob  Odom 

says,  "Louisiana  Sugar  Industry 
has  best  harvest  in  recent  years" 


Commissioner  Bob  Odom  stressed  that  the  Lou- 
isiana Sugar  Industry  may  have  had  one  of  its  best 
harvests  in  recent  years,  but  "the  sugar  industry  is 
not  yet  out  of  the  woods,"  he  said.  Commissioner 
Odom  reminded  us  of  the  recent  bad  economic  times, 
that  the  state  has  undergone.  But,  the  economic 
woes  may  not  be  all  bad  because  the  growers  have 
learned  to  manage  their  farms  better.  Growers  have 
had  to  become  better  businessmen  as  well  as 
growers. 

Commissioner  Odom  said  that  Louisiana  needs 
to  use  its  natural  resources  better.  The  state  has  an 
abundance  of  seafood  that  is  harvested  but  we  do  not 
have  any  large  processing  plants.  The  lack  of  such  plants  sends  out  of  state  a  large 
amount  of  money  that  should  be  kept  here.  For  example,  Commissioner  Odom  said, 
"that  Louisiana  has  85  percent  of  the  world  market  in  alligators".  He  pointed  out 
that  the  hunters  and  alligator  farms  do  well  but  the  plants  to  process  and  tan  the 
hides  are  located  in  Europe.  He  said  that  it  does  not  make  sense  to  have  the  resource 
and  not  capitalize  upon  it.  Louisiana  needs  to  diversify  its  agriculture  and  in  do- 
ing so  Commissioner  Odom  said,  "that  the  market  is  as  important  as  the  product". 


President  Fred  Y.  Clark 

"...  it  takes  all  of  us  working 
together  to  maintain  stability ..." 


Officers,  distinguished  guests,  members  of  the 
press,  and  members  of  The  American  Sugar  Cane 
League. 

It  is  customary  for  the  President  to  deliver  a 
message  to  the  membership  at  this  time  in  our  an- 
nual meeting.  However,  in  the  past  it  has  normally 
been  one  year  between  our  annual  meetings.  In  this 
case  I  have  served  only  since  September,  1987,  a 
period  of  five  months.  Therefore,  I  will  keep  this 
report  brief  and  informative  as  to  what  has  occurred 
in  our  organization  since  our  last  meeting.  I  would 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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also  like  to  look  briefly  toward  the 
future  of  our  organization. 

Please  allow  me  this  opportunity  to 
thank  you  the  membership  of  The 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  to  serve 
you  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors and  thank  you  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  electing  me  Presi- 
dent. Your  officers  have  worked  very  un- 
tiringly for  your  benefit  in  their 
ultimate  goal  of  keeping  you  in 
business,  and  trying  to  keep  our  In- 
dustry stable,  by  maintaining  a  FARM 
BILL,  for  this  I  truly  thank  them.  It 
takes  all  of  us  working  together  to  main- 
tain the  stability  we  need.  Also,  each 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  have 
served  on  numerous  committees  at  great 
sacrifice  in  making  meetings  all  over 
the  Cane  Region,  for  that  and  all  of  their 
cooperation,  I  want  them  to  know  I  am 
most  appreciative  for  their  tremendous 
efforts. 

The  Annual  Meeting  date  is  under 
consideration  to  be  moved  from 
September  to  early  January  or 
February.  This  particular  Annual 
Meeting  has  been  delayed  longer  than 
we  had  anticipated,  but  we  wanted  to 
cooperate  with  Governor-elect  Roemer 
and  this  was  his  first  open  available 
date.  In  September  of  each  year  we  will 
still  have  our  High  Yield  Award,  and 
participate  with  vigor  in  the  Sugar  Cane 
Festival  with  some  activities. 

We  have  reorganized  our  staff  and 
employed  a  new  General  Manager,  J. 
Kelly  Nix.  I  hope  most  of  you  have  met 
him  by  now.  He  has  made  many  of  the 
grower  meetings  around  the  district 
since  coming  on  board  on  January  8, 
1988. 

Our  office  move  from  New  Orleans 
to  Thibodaux  is  a  reality.  Tonight  the  of- 


fice is  being  moved  and  on  Monday 
morning  you  will  find  our  staff  at  the 
Sheraton  Hotel.  We  are  occupying  the 
office  space  on  the  side  of  the  hotel  fac- 
ing La.  Highway  308.  I  hope  and  en- 
courage all  of  you  whenever  you  are  in 
Thibodaux  stop  by  your  office  and  visit 
with  your  Staff. 

In  mid-January,  1988,  we  held  five 
meetings.  Don  Wallace  our  Washington 
representative  was  here  to  discuss  the 
problems,  solutions,  and  expectations  in 
Washington  and  the  United  States  Con- 
gress. These  meetings  were  held  at 
times  so  no  one  would  be  rushed  and  am- 
ple time  was  set  aside  for  questions  and 
answers.  The  meetings  were  very  suc- 
cessful and  collectively  over  600  people 
attended.  Easily  a  record  for  our  annual 
area  meetings. 

The  1987  Crop  appears  at  this  point 
to  have  been  a  good  one  in  the  history 
of  our  State.  In  fact  it  is  about  the  third 
best  in  our  history. 

—  6,670,000  tons  of  cane  ground  in 
1987. 

—  This  tonnage  would  be  only  88% 
of  last  year's  7.5  million. 

—  However,  the  phenomenal  sugar 
per  ton  yields  have  averaged  over 
220  pounds  of  sugar  per  gross  ton. 

—  Total  production  should  exceed 
720,000  tons  of  sugar. 

The  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  is  stable 
because  of  the  1985  Farm  Bill.  But  our 
opponents  are  constantly  attacking  us 
and  wanting  to  eliminate  Sugar  from 
the  Farm  Bill  or  just  lower  the  loan  rate 
to  at  least  .12  cents,  which  would  ac- 
complish the  same  thing  and  put  us  out 
of  business. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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This  Administration  is  very,  very  op- 
possed  to  the  Sugar  Program,  and 
everytime  they  get  a  shot  and  can  get 
something  in  the  newspaper  against  the 
Farm  Bill  they  will  do  it.  In  fact  on 
February  18,  1988,  President  Reagan 
submitted  his  fiscal  year  1989  budget  to 
Congress  and  said  he  will  seek  legisla- 
tion to  change  the  U.  S.  Sugar  program. 

We  have  been  the  recipient  of  too 
much  negative  press.  On  January  13, 
1988,  a  delegation  of  your  Board  of 
Directors  attended  meetings  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  with  the  entire  in- 
dustry. This  included  the  fructose  corn 
people,  beet  sugar  people,  both  pro- 
ducers and  processors,  and  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  We  have 
joined  together  to  go  on  the  offense  and 
try  for  some  positive  publicity.  We  have 
employed  Dork  and  Stanton  Public 
Relations  Firm  to  assist  in  this  matter. 
The  Corn  Sweetener  people  have  agreed 
to  put  up  one  million  dollars  for  the  next 
three  years.  The  Sucrose  industry  will 
put  up  another  one  million  dollars  for 
three  years.  Louisiana's  portion  will  be 
approximately  $125,000  each  year  for 
three  years.  The  total  of  two  million 
dollars  each  year  will  be  used  for  some 
positive  television  spots  regarding 
Sugar.  These  spots  are  scheduled  to 
begin  about  mid-March. 

The  Honorarium  Program  has  been 
very  successful.  From  1982  -  1987,  we 
have  invited  and  brought  down  45  Con- 
gressmen or  Senators  and  10  key  staff 
people.  At  the  end  of  1987  we  brought 
down  13  Congressmen  in  one  trip  with 
Congressman  Jimmie  Hayes.  They  flew 
into  Baton  Rouge  about  11:00  a.m.  we 
had  lunch,  and  showed  the  group  cane 
being  harvested,  then  we  visited  a  mill 
and  saw  the  full  operation.  By  night  fall 


they  were  well  on  their  way  back  home. 
This  is  an  excellent  program  that  helps 
us  with  a  positive  approach  in  Congress 
whenever  some  of  them  come  down  to 
Louisiana  and  see  our  industry  in  opera- 
tion we  win  friends.  I  hope  we  continue 
this  program  and  support  it  financially. 
I  believe  the  direction  of  our  League 
is  off  to  a  sound  and  positive  approach. 
These  past  five  months  have  been  very 
interesting  and  I  believe  productive.  To 
me  it  has  been  very  rewarding  and  I 
would  like  again  to  say  thanks  to 
everyone  for  so  graciously  granting  of 
your  time  that  made  these  activities  so 
successful. 

(SEE  PHOTOS,  page  10) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  MAY  SUPPORT 
BRADLEY/DOWNEY  SUGAR  BILL 

According  to  a  news  report  by 
Knight-Ridder  Financial  appearing  in 
the  March  3  issue  of  the  JOURNAL  OF 
COMMERCE,  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  may  change  directions  and 
support  legislation  sponsored  by  Senator 
Bill  Bradley  (D-N.  J.)  and  Representative 
Tom  Downey  (D-N.Y.>.  As  previously 
reported,  the  Bradley/Downey  bill  would 
reduce  the  sugar  loan  rate  from  18  cents 
per  pound  to  12  cents  over  three  years 
while  at  the  same  time  raising  the  im- 
port quota  by  2  million  short  tons. 

As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
SUGAR  BULLETIN,  President  Reagan 
said  in  his  fiscal  1989  budget  message 
that  he  would  seek  legislation  to  change 
the  U.S.  sugar  program.  USDA 
reportedly  has  been  working  out  final 
details  of  their  proposal,  but  according 
to  the  JOURNAL  OF  COMMERCE  ar- 
ticle, USDA  is  considering  supporting 
the  Democrats  bill  on  the  grounds  it 
might  be  more  politically  acceptable  to 
members  of  Congress.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  National  Corn  Growers 
Association  in  St.  Louis,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Richard  Lyng  told  reporters 
that  "Judging  by  our  past  experience 
with  sugar  legislation ...  I  would  have 
to  say  there  is  no  enthusiasm  in  Con- 
gress for  modifications  in  the  sugar  pro- 
gram." 

HOUSE  &  SENATE  TRADE 

CONFEREES  DROP 
DRAWBACK  PROVISION 

Both  the  House  and  Senate  con- 
ferees, meeting  separately  to  work  out 
differences  in  their  versions  of  the  trade 
bill,  agreed  to  drop  several  key  positions 
in  an  effort  to  put  together  a  bill  they 
feel  will  pass  the  Congress  and  that 


President  Reagan  will  sign.  The  sugar 
drawback  amendment  was  one  of  those 
provisions  eliminated.  The  drawback 
amendment  was  identical  in  both  the 
House  and  Senate  bills,  and  traditional- 
ly conference  committees  do  not  consider 
provisions  that  are  the  same  in  each  bill. 
All  along,  the  Reagan  Administration 
has  expressed  its  strong  opposition  to 
the  drawback  amendment. 


CBI/PHILIPPINES  URGE 

QUICK  IMPLEMENTATION  OF 

RE-EXPORT  PROGRAM 

Twelve  Caribbean  basin  countries 
and  the  Philippines  have  urged  the 
Reagan  Administration  to  quickly  im- 
plement the  special  sugar  re-export  pro- 
gram enacted  by  Congress  as  part  of  the 
continuing  resolution  passed  last 
December.  The  one-year  program  would 
allow  these  countries  to  ship  an  addi- 
tional 400,000  short  tons  of  raw  sugar 
to  the  U.S.  to  be  refined  and  re-exported. 
Any  difference  in  prices  paid  by  U.S. 
buyers  and  the  re-export  price  would  be 
made  up  with  generic  commodity  cer- 
tificates. The  CBI  countries  and  the 
Philippines  said  quick  implementation 
of  the  program  would  be  considered  a 
major  positive  contribution  by  the  U.S. 
to  their  economic  development  and  sup- 
port for  their  democratic  institutions. 

In  passing  the  program,  Congress 
urged  USDA  to  issue  the  regulations  for 
the  program  by  March  1,  and  in  recent 
days,  several  members  of  the  House  and 
Senate  have  signed  joint  letters  to  the 
President  urging  him  to  get  the  program 
started  as  soon  as  possible.  In  testimony 
before  the  Senate  Agriculture  Ap- 
propriations Subcommittee  on  the  fiscal 
1989  budget  February  23,  Secretary 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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Lyng  said  the  Department  was  working 
on  the  regulations,  but  that  he  was  not 
sure  they  had  the  legal  authority  to  im- 
plement such  a  program.  Authority  for 
the  program  will  last  only  until  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year  ends  on  September  30, 
1988,  and  supporters  of  the  program  say 
that  USDA  is  dragging  its  feet  long 
enough  to  effectively  kill  it.  In  an  arti- 
cle in  the  WALL  STREET  JOURNAL 
on  March  2,  Tom  Hammer,  President  of 
the  Sugar  Users  Association  said, 
"Reagan  hates  the  whole  domestic  sugar 
program.  This  re-export  scheme  simply 
delays  the  day  we  can  do  away  with  sub- 
sidies for  the  domestic  growers  and  open 
up  our  market  for  the  Caribbean  pro- 
ducers." 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


DR.  M.  T.  HENDERSON,  NEW  ASSCT 
HONORARY  MEMBER  -  CROP  REPORT 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  held  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, February  4,  1987,  Dr.  Merlin  T. 
Henderson  was  selected  as  an  Honorary 
Member  of  the  Society.  Dr.  Henderson 
has  served  this  industry  well  for  a 
number  of  years  and  has  had  a  special 
significance  for  quite  a  number  of  sugar- 
cane scientists,  including  this  author. 
Dr.  Henderson  served  as  a  major  pro- 
fessor for  several  Ph.D.  candidates  who 
later  received  their  degrees  in 
Agronomy  and  are  presently  employed 
in  some  phase  of  Louisiana  agriculture. 
As  a  major  professor,  Dr.  Henderson  not 
only  guided  these  young  scientists  in 
their  studies  but  also  helped  mold  them 
into  the  researchers  and  agriculture 
leaders  they  have  become.  Some  of  Dr. 
Henderson's  students  include  Dr.  Rouse 
Caffey,  Chancellor  of  the  LSU 
Agriculture  Center;  Dr.  Richard 
Breaux,  retired  sugarcane  breeder  and 
research  leader  from  the  USDA  Station 
in  Houma;  Dr.  Ben  Legendre  and  Dr. 
John  Dunckelman,  sugarcane  breeders 
at  the  USDA  Station  in  Houma;  Dr. 
Daniel  Viator,  sugarcane  grower  in 
Youngsville  and  2nd  vice-president  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League;  Dr. 
Howard  Viator  II,  Resident  Director  of 
the  Iberia  Research  Station  in 
Jeanerette;  and  this  author. 

Dr.  Henderson,  a  native  of  Louisi- 
ana, attended  Southwestern  Louisiana 
University  and  obtained  his  B.S.  Degree 
in  Agronomy  in  1939.  He  obtained  a 
Master  of  Science  Degree  in  Hor- 
ticulture from  Louisiana  State  Univer- 
sity in  1941.  From  1941  to  1945  he 
served  as  an  Instructor  and  Assistant 
Professor  at  the  University  of  Minnesota 
and  obtained  his  Ph.D.  Degree  in 
Agronomy  in  1945  from  that  institution. 


From  1945  to  1948  he  served  as  an 
Associate  Professor  at  Pennsylvania 
State  University.  In  1948  he  returned  to 
Louisiana  State  University  at  the  rank 
of  Professor  and  taught  and  conducted 
research  in  the  Agronomy  Department 
until  his  retirement  in  1981.  His  ex- 
cellence in  instruction  was  recognized 
numerous  times  and  in  1968  he  was 
awarded  the  Outstanding  Teacher 
Award  by  Gamma  Sigma  Delta.  In  1975, 
Dr.  Henderson  was  designated  as  an 
Alumni  Professor  in  recognition  of  his 
outstanding  record  of  excellence  in  in- 
struction and  professor-student  relations 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Louisiana 
State  University. 

Dr.  Henderson  is  a  recognized 
authority  in  the  areas  of  plant  breeding, 
genetics  and  applied  statistics.  During 
the  last  10  to  15  years  of  his  professional 
career,  he  concentrated  his  efforts  on 
research  that  led  to  a  better  understand- 
ing of  sugarcane  genetics.  Several  of  his 
students  received  financial  support  from 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  to 
work  on  their  research  problems  in 
sugarcane  breeding  and  selection.  From 
1970  to  1973,  Dr.  Henderson  served  as 
Chief  Editor  for  the  International  Socie- 
ty of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists.  He  was 
responsible  for  editing  the  1800  plus 
page  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
14th  Congress  of  the  ISSCT  held  in  New 
Orleans  in  1971.  From  1971  until  his 
retirement  he  served  as  editor  of  the  An- 
nual Proceedings  of  the  American  Socie- 
ty of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists.  Dr. 
Henderson  served  on  many  committees 
of  the  University  and  the  Agronomy 
Department  as  well  as  on  national  and 
international  committees.  For  nearly  10 
years  he  served  on  the  Committee  for 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Registration  of  New  Varieties  of  the 
Crop  Science  Society  of  America. 

The  sugar  industry  of  Louisiana 
owes  a  great  deal  to  Dr.  Henderson  for 
his  many  contributions,  not  only  to 
science  but  also  to  educating  and 
molding  the  many  students  who  were 
fortunate  enough  to  either  work  under 
him  or  have  classes  with  him.  Dr. 
Henderson  is  often  thanked  by  those  of 
us  who  experienced  his  meticulous  and 
scientific  training  in  insuring  that  our 
research  techniques  and  results  are 
handled  in  a  truly  professional  and 
scientific  manner. 

The  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  is  indeed  fortunate  to 
have  among  its  ranks  of  Honorary 
Members  someone  who  has  been  as 
dedicated  to  sugarcane  research  as  Dr. 
Merlin  T.  Henderson. 


CROP  REPORT 

The  last  week  of  February  and  first 
week  of  March  have  brought  much  rain 
but  also  warm  weather  that  has  caused 
cane  to  begin  to  grow.  In  many  areas 
around  the  cane  belt  cane  is  now  begin- 
ning to  mark  the  row.  In  some  areas 
some  growers  were  able  to  begin  off- 
barring  and  herbicide  spraying  before 
the  3  to  5  inches  of  rain  that  fell  on 
March  3.  It  is  hoped  that  the  weather 
continues  to  be  warm  so  that  any  cane 
growth  that  is  now  made  won't  be 
sacrificed  and  that  there  won't  be  any 
additional  loss  of  cane  eyes.  Of  course 
history  tells  us  that  there  is  still  plenty 
of  time  for  cold  weather  to  occur  but 
hopefully  no  severe  freezes  or  frosts  will 
be  experienced. 


Dr.  Merlin  T.  Henderson  and  his  wife  Rosina  accepting  a  plaque  acknowledg- 
ing his  selection  as  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  American  Society  of  Sugar 
Cane  Technologists  from  Chairman  at  Large  Dr.  Ben  Legendre. 
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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


By  J.  Kelly  Nix 


Louisiana  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Louisiana  Farm  Bureau 
Federation  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  have  joined  together  to 
protest  the  imports  of  sugar  blends  and 
sugar-containing  products  that  are  cir- 
cumventing the  quotas  designed  to  keep 
imports  from  interfering  with  the  price 
support  program.  No  one  knows  exact- 
ly how  much  is  entering  the  United 
States  in  blends  but,  estimates  range 
from  a  low  of  250,000  tons  to  a  high  of 
800,000  tons.  Congressman  Jerry 
Huckaby  (D-LA)  has  asked  the  General 
Accounting  Office  to  determine  the 
amount  of  sugar  entering  the  United 
States  in  blends  and  other  products. 

In  our  area  granulated  sugar  pro- 
ducts have  appeared  on  grocery  store 
shelves  that  contain  imported  sugar 
blended  with  dextrose.  One  product  from 
Denmark  being  sold  alongside  pure 
sugar  is  "Pure  Sweet",  which  is  a  sugar- 
dextrose  blend.  A  great  deal  of  advertis- 
ing has  been  given  "Pure  Sweet"  at 
super  low  prices.  However,  a  closer  ex- 
amination will  reveal  that  pure 
granulated  domestically  produced  cane 
sugar  is  cheaper  than  the  blend.  This 
Denmark  product  is  packed  in  a  4.4  lb. 
bag  with  a  unit  cost  of  $1,275  per  bag. 
Louisiana  Pure  Cane  sugar  is  packed  in 
a  5  lb.  bag  with  a  unit  cost  of  $1,418. 
"Pure  Sweet"  has  70.4  ounces  and  pure 
sugar  has  80.0  ounces,  using  the  above 
mentioned  price  per  bag  70.4  ounces  = 
$.0181,  while  pure  sugar's  80.0  ounces 
=  $.01773.  If  both  were  packed  in  5  lb. 
bags  "Pure  Sweet"  would  cost  $1,448 
while  pure  sugar  would  cost  $1,418  per 
bag. 


A  copy  of  the  joint  letter  sent  to  the 
management  of  Albertsons  and  Na- 
tional Super  Markets  is  printed  below: 

March  21,  1988 

Mr.  Raymond  Vicknair 
National  Super  Markets 
P.O.  Box  23528 
Harahan,  LA  70183 

Dear  Mr.  Vicknair: 

Agriculture  is  the  leading  industry 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana  with  our  state 
being  a  major  sugar  producer  in  this 
country.  Louisiana  is  not  the  largest  pro- 
ducer of  domestic  sugar;  however, 
statistical  facts  indicate  that  over  50,000 
people  are  directly  or  indirectly  affected 
by  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  Many 
rural  parishes  and  communities  are 
dependent  upon  the  well-being  of  this  in- 
dustry. Due  to  the  importance  of  this  in- 
dustry to  our  state's  economy,  it  is  our 
intent  to  take  whatever  actions  possible 
to  help  insure  its  viability  now  and  in 
the  future. 

American  sugar  producers  can  com- 
pete against  producers  anywhere  in  the 
world.  However,  world  sugar  prices  do 
not  reflect  the  cost  of  its  production.  This 
sugar  is  surplus  sugar,  subsidized  by  a 
foreign  government  and  dumped  on  the 
market.  The  Sugar  Title  in  the  1985 
Farm  bill  attempts  to  maintain  a  viable 
domestic  industry  while,  at  the  same 
time,  protect  us  from  the  vagaries  of  a 
world  market  manipulated  by  foreign 
governments. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CBI  HEARING  SCHEDULED 

Representative  Sam  Gibbons  (D- 
Fla.),  Chairman  of  the  House  Ways  & 
Means  Trade  Subcommittee,  has 
scheduled  a  second  hearing  March  28  on 
the  Caribbean  Basin  Initiative  (CBI). 
This  legislation  would  expand  the  scope 
of  preferential  trade  access  for  products 
of  the  22  CBI  countries.  Included  in  the 
bill  is  a  provision  to  liberalize  sugar  im- 
port quotas  for  Caribbean  nations  by 
restoring  sugar  quotas  to  the  levels  ex- 
isting when  the  CBI  program  went  into 
effect  in  1984  (about  1.1  million  tons), 
which  would  more  than  triple  their  sales 
to  the  United  States.  Gibbons  and 
Senator  Bob  Graham  (D-Fla.)  introduc- 
ed the  bills  in  the  House  and  Senate  last 
August.  The  initial  hearing  by  the 
House  Trade  Subcommittee  was  held 
December  14.  The  Senate  bill  was  refer- 
red to  the  Senate  Finance  Committee, 
but  not  hearings  have  been  held  to  date. 

LYNG  CONTINUES  ATTACK  ON 
SUGAR   RE-EXPORT   PROGRAM 

In  testimony  before  the  House 
Agriculture  Appropriations  Subcommit- 
tee last  month,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Richard  Lyng  continued  his  attack 
against  a  special  sugar  re-export  pro- 
gram enacted  by  Congress  as  part  of  the 
continuing  resolution  passed  last 
December  saying  it  would  be  a 
"dangerous  precedent"  for  the  United 
States  to  start  subsidizing  foreign- 
produced  commodities.  Lyng  had 
previously  testified  before  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Appropriations  Subcomit- 
tee  in  February  that  the  Department 
was  working  on  the  regulations,  but 
that  he  was  not  sure  they  had  the  legal 
authority  to  implement  such  a  program. 

The  one-year  program  would  allow 


twelve  Caribbean  basin  countries  and 
the  Philippines  to  ship  an  additional 
400,000  short  tons  of  raw  sugar  to  the 
U.S.  to  be  refined  and  re-exported.  Any 
difference  in  prices  paid  by  U.S.  buyers 
and  the  re-export  price  would  be  made 
up  with  generic  commodity  certificates 
issued  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Cor- 
poration (CCC).  USDA  legal  counsel, 
however,  determined  CCC  could  not 
legally  subsidize  exports  of  foreign  goods 
and  that  USDA  did  not  have  adequate 
funding  to  carry  out  the  program. 

Proponents  of  the  program  have 
been  looking  for  ways  to  clarify  the 
legislation,  but  Lyng  also  told  the  House 
subcommittee  that  he  would  oppose  at- 
tempts by  Congress  to  rewrite  the  sugar 
plan  in  order  to  clear  up  the  legal  ques- 
tions. "I  would  argue  against  it  because 
I  don't  think  it's  a  good  policy  for  us  to 
establish  subsidies  for  foreign-produced 
products,"  Lyng  said.  "I  would  much 
prefer  to  see  us  give  them  cash  or  some 
other  form  of  aid."  He  did  add  that  while 
he  opposed  the  legislation,  if  the  legal 
impediment  was  removed,  USDA  would 
be  able  to  move  fairly  quickly  on  im- 
plementing the  program. 

MINIMUM  WAGE  LEGISLATION 
CLEARS  HOUSE  COMMITTEE 

The  House  Education  and  Labor 
Committee  voted  18  to  14  last  month  to 
raise  the  federal  minimum  wage  to 
$5.05  an  hour  in  several  steps  over  the 
next  four  years  and  voted  to  report  the 
bill  out  of  committee  March  16.  Several 
Republican-sponsored  amendments  aim- 
ed at  softening  effect  of  increases  were 
rejected.  The  measure  would  raise 
minimum  to  $3.85  next  year,  $4.25  in 
1990,  $4.65  in  1991,  and  $5.05  in  1991. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Sinbar  this  spring 
can  mean  more 
cane  at  harvest. 


The  first  few  weeks  of  spring  are  a 
very  important  time  for  your  young 
cane  crop. 

A  spring  application  of  SlNBAR® 
herbicide  stops  seedling  Johnsongrass 
and  other  problem  weeds  as  they 
emerge.  Stops  them  before  they  have  a 
chance  to  compete  for  vital  moisture, 
sunlight  and  soil  nutrients. 


With  SlNBAR  on  the  job,  your  cane 
can  get  off  to  the  clean,  healthy  start  it 
needs  to  reach  its  maximum  yield 
potential. 

Plan  now  to  spray  SlNBAR  this 
spring.  It  can  mean  cutting  more  cane 
at  harvest. 

©  1988  E.  I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  and  Company  (Inc.) 
With  any  chemical,  follow  label  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


LATE  FROSTS  &  FREEZES  -  TIME  TO  FERTILIZE  -  WEED  CONTROL 


On  March  15  and  for  several  morn- 
ings after  that,  heavy  frosts  and/or  light 
freezes  occurred  throughout  most  of  the 
cane  belt.  Prior  to  that  time  warm 
weather  had  encouraged  later  planted 
plant-cane,  first  stubble,  and  cane  that 
had  been  shaved  to  begin  to  germinate. 
In  many  places  the  cane  shoots  were 
marking  the  row  well.  Earlier  planted 
plant-cane,  in  most  cases,  had  a  thick 
cover  over  the  row  and  therefore  the 
green  shoots  had  some  protection,  unless 
shaved.  Second  stubble  had  not  really 
begun  to  germinate  and  therefore  was 
not  showing  very  well.  That  cane  which 
had  already  begun  to  germinate  was  in 
some  extreme  cases  already  10  inches 
tall. 

Nearly  all  of  the  green  cane  around 
the  belt  was  burnt  back  to  the  soil  sur- 
face as  a  result  of  these  frosts  andor 
freezes.  Observations  made  by  League 
Agronomists  and  reports  received  from 
most  areas  indicate  that  there  was 
primarily  leaf  burn  and  not  much  ter- 
minal bud  injury.  Upon  the  return  of 
warm  weather  these  shoots  should 
regrow  in  most  cases.  In  some  of  the 
colder  soils,  in  the  low  spots,  and  in  the 
northern  area  there  was  some  evidence 
of  bud  injury  and  there  may  be  some  loss 
of  cane  shoots.  Observations  made  this 
week  (March  21-25)  will  further  indicate 
the  extent  of  the  damage  from  the  late 
cold  winter  weather. 


TIME  TO  FERTILIZE 

April  and  early  May  are  generally 
the  best  times  to  fertilize  cane,  according 
to  research  conducted  by  Dr.  Ray  Ricaud 
over  a  large  number  of  years.  Earlier  ap- 
plications of  nitrogen  can  often  be  lost 
to  weeds  or  leaching  from  heavy  rains. 
Later  applications  run  the  risk  of  the 
crop  getting  too  tall  and  having  to  fer- 


tilize by  air.  April  applications  of 
nitrogen  have  generally  given  the  best 
yield  results  in  these  tests.  Fertilizer 
recommendations  were  printed  in  the 
Sugar  Bulletin  of  February  15,  1988, 
and  are  available  from  your  county 
agent's  office.  Fertilizer  rates  for  various 
soil  types  are  printed  in  the  recommen- 
dations for  general  use;  however,  soil 
tests  are  advised  for  specific  fertilizer 
rate  recommendations.  Growers  are 
reminded  to  apply  fertilizer  in  a  well 
prepared  row.  It  is  senseless  to  waste  fer- 
tilizer and  at  a  time  when  every  dollar 
counts,  growers  need  to  be  as  efficient 
as  possible.  Follow  the  recommenda- 
tions carefully. 

WEED  CONTROL 

With  the  wet  and  often  windy 
weather  that  has  been  experienced  for 
most  of  January,  February,  and  early 
March,  most  of  the  early  weed  control 
work  is  not  yet  completed.  Weed  control 
recommendations  for  1987  were  printed 
in  the  February  1  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin  and  are  also  available  from 
your  county  agent's  office.  These  recom- 
mendations, like  those  on  all  aspects  of 
cane  production,  are  based  on  many 
years  of  research  and  are  the  most  pro- 
mising way  to  achieve  a  good  crop  of 
cane.  Follow  them  as  carefully  as 
possible. 

Scientists  and  Extension  agents  are 
always  available  to  answer  your  specific 
questions  on  any  aspect  of  can  produc- 
tion. In  these  times  when  we  must  be  as 
efficient  as  possible  use  the  help  pro- 
vided to  you  to  insure  your  best  chance 
at  making  top  yields. 

All  of  our  production  practices 
should  always  be  geared  towards  max- 
imum efficiency.  Efficiency  will  be  our 
way  of  surviving  in  these  tough 
economic  times. 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUf 

(Continued  from  page  3) 


However,  the  U.S.  sugar  program  is 
currently  being  threate:  3d  by  imports 
of  sugar  blends  and  sugar-containing 
products  that  are  circumventing  the 
quotas  designed  to  keep  imports  from 
materially  interfering  with  our  price 
support  program.  Recent  USDA 
estimates  indicate  that  the  imports  of 
sugar-containing  products  are  displac- 
ing 750,000  tons  or  more  of  sugar  that 
would  otherwise  be  domestically  pro- 
duced or  imported  under  the  Section  22 
quotas. 

The  sugar-containing  product  im- 
ports have  largely  come  from  the  Euro- 
pean Community  (EC)  and  Canada.  The 
EC  has  greatly  expanded  sugar  produc- 
tion in  recent  years  in  response  to  high 
internal  prices  that  have  led  to  its  cur- 
rent position  as  a  net  exporter  of  sugar. 
Canada,  which  is  a  net  importer  of 
sugar,  is  believed  to  be  using  imports 
from  nations  such  as  Cuba  and  South 
Africa  to  manufacture  into  the  blends 
the  sugarpcontaining  products  to  ex- 
pand export  sales  to  the  U.S.  The  result 
has  been  that  imports  from  these  coun- 
tries are  displacing  sugar  imports  from 
traditional  suppliers  of  sugar  who  are  in 
need  of  those  sales  for  growth  and 
development. 

In  recent  weeks,  waves  of 
granulated  sugar  products  have  ap- 
peared on  grocery  store  shelves  in  south 
Louisiana  that  contain  imported  sugar 
blended  with  dextrose  which  is  derived 
synthetically  from  starch.  This  product 
is  being  sold  alongside  pure  sugar.  An 
example  of  this  dichotomy  is  "Pure 
Sweet,"  a  product  of  Denmark.  Pound- 
for -pound,  pure  granulated  domestical- 
ly produced  cane  sugar  is  cheaper  than 
the  blend. 

We  are  not  opposed  to  fair-market 


competition;  however,  this  situation  of- 
fers the  farmer  no  opportunity  to  even 
compete.  While  many  U.S.  farmers  have 
been  pushing  the  "buy  American" 
theme,  the  cry  for  such  patriotism  is  in- 
creasing. Sugar  is  just  one  example  of 
how  imports  are  cutting  into  the  pocket- 
books  of  American  farmers.  And  for 
communities  whose  economies  rely  on 
agricultural  dollars,  this  reduces  the 
consumers'  buying  power. 

Sincerely, 

James  Graugnard,  President 
Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  Federation 

Fred  Clark,  President 
American  Sugar  Cane  League 

Bob  Odom,  Commissioner 
Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

New,  Used,  and  Rebuilt 

Hi-crop  and  Row-crop 

Tractor  parts 

We  buy  used  tractors  and 

Farm  Equipment  in  any 

condition. 

We  buy  salvage  tractors 

for  cash. 

Jeanerette,  Louisiana 

318-276-3453 

318-923-4875 
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WASHINGTON 
UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

Initially,  the  Labor  Standards  Subcom- 
mittee had  approved  legislation  to  raise 
the  current  $3.35  an  hour  minimum 
wage  over  the  next  three  years  to  a  top 
rate  of  $4.65  in  1991.  At  the  same  time, 
the  subcommittee  voted  to  strip  the  bill 
of  a  controversial  proposal  that  would 
have  indexed,  or  tied  to  the  rate  of  in- 
flation, future  increases  in  the 
minimum  wage.  The  full  House  is  ex- 
pected to  consider  the  bill  next  month. 
The  Senate  Labor  Committee,  mean- 
while, is  considering  a  bill  to  raise  the 
minimum  wage  to  $4.65  after  three 
years  and  then  tie  it  to  national  average 
wage  for  manufacturing  workers. 
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Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


By  J.  Kelly  Nix 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
is  a  participant  with  The  Sugar  Associa- 
tion, Inc.,  in  promoting  the  sugar  in- 
dustry. The  ASCL  1988-89  budget  pro- 
jects 21.6  percent  of  its  budget  for  pro- 
duct promotion.  The  Sugar  Association, 
Inc.,  established  in  1949,  is  a 
Washington  D.  C.  based  trade  group  of 
24  major  processors  and  producers  of 
beet  and  cane  sugar  in  the  United 
States. 

The  Sugar  Association,  Inc.,  and 
Grey  Advertising,  a  worldwide  agency 
in  New  York  with  154  offices  in  32  coun- 
tries, have  created  the  first  television 
commercials  for  the  sugar  industry. 
These  television  spots  is  a  campaign  to 
remind  consumers  that  sugar  is  a  pure 
and  natural  food  that  plays  an  impor- 
tant part  in  life's  sweetest  moments. 
The  fifteen  second  spots  will  be  reaching 
80  percent  of  the  target  audience  an 
average  of  14  times,  March  through 
November,  on  network  TV.  They  will  be 
seeing  impactful  remembrances  of 
when,  like  sugar,  "the  best  things  in  life 
were  sweet,  pure  and  natural." 

The  target  audience  of  the  $4  million 
campaign  will  be  the  mothers  of  grow- 
ing families  who  would  be  the  prime 
users  if  it  were  not  for  their  guilt  feel- 
ings about  giving  their  children  sugar. 
Yet  a  clean  bill  of  health  from  the 
United  States  Food  and  Drug  Ad- 
ministration in  1986  has  helped  to  re- 
affirm the  basic  belief  that  sugar  con- 
sumed in  moderation  plays  an  impor- 
tant role  in  a  balanced  and  healthy  diet. 

Through  extensive  consumer  re- 
search Grey  Advertising  created  the  15 


second  spots  in  an  effort  to  increase  in- 
dividual consumption  of  refined  sugar. 
Refined  sugar  consumption  was  7.5 
million  tons  last  year,  of  which  70  per- 
cent is  industrial.  That  was  up  slightly 
from  7.3  million  tons  in  1986  and  the 
first  annual  increase  since  industry 
started  switching  to  corn-based 
sweeteners  in  the  1970's.  Back  then  an- 
nual consumption  was  at  a  high  of  10.4 
million  tons. 

So  the  TV  campaign  is  out  to  reach 
individual  consumers  in  their  personal 
consumption,  and  it  will  be  working 
against  an  estimated  $50  to  $75  million 
worth  of  advertising  from  makers  of  ar- 
tificial sweeteners  as  well  as  countless 
more  millions  in  advertising  for  "sugar 
free"  products.  The  three  15  second  com- 
mercials have  a  very  50's  kind  of  "Peggy 
Sue  Got  Married"  look  to  them,  ending 
with  the  tagline,  "Remember  when  the 
best  things  in  life  were  sweet,  pure  and 
natural?  One  still  is.  Sugar."  The  Sugar 
Association  wanted  Grey  to  avoid  wor- 
dy explanations  and  to  make  people  feel 
good  about  sugar.  Grey  Advertising 
achieved  that  by  going  back  to  a  time 
when  they  did.  This  type  of  advertising 
should  help  us  get  the  message  out  to 
consumers  that  sugar  tastes  good,  is 
associated  with  good  times,  and  remains 
the  "gold  standard"  of  sweetness. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SENATOR  BRADLEY 
ANNOUNCES  INTENTION  TO 
OFFER  SUGAR  AMENDMENT 

On  March  30  Senator  Bill  Bradley 
(D-N.J.)  sent  a  "Dear  Colleague"  letter 
to  the  members  of  the  Senate  stating 
that  he  intended  to  offer  a  sugar  amend- 
ment to  a  Contra  aid  bill  which  the 
Senate  was  scheduled  to  debate  the 
following  day.  The  amendment  would 
restore  the  sugar  quota  for  Central 
American  countries  to  1982-83  levels 
which  would  mean  an  increase  of 
350,000  tons  from  the  current  78,000 
tons  allowed  under  the  quota.  Bradley 
also  said  these  quotas  should  subse- 
quently be  boosted  to  the  region's  ex- 
isting capacity  of  some  680,000  tons. 

However,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
debate  on  the  Contra  aid  bill  March  31, 
the  Senate  voted  unanimously  to  bar 
any  amendments  from  being  offered  to 
the  bill.  As  a  result,  Senator  Bradley  an- 
nounced on  the  floor  that  he  was 
withdrawing  his  amendment  but  at  the 
same  time  was  introducing  it  as  a 
separate  bill  which  he  would  like  for  the 
Senate  to  consider  at  an  appropriate 
time  in  the  future. 


SUGAR  RE-EXPORT  PROGRAM 

Efforts  are  still  underway  to  try  and 
get  clarifying  legislation  approved  by 
Congress  to  implement  the  special  re- 
export program  enacted  last  December 
as  part  of  the  continuing  resolution.  UD- 
DA  legal  counsel  had  determined  that 
CCC  could  not  legally  subsidize  exports 
of  foreign  goods  and  that  USD  A  did  not 
have  adequate  funding  to  carry  out  the 
program.  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Richard  Lyng  concluded  that  without 


additional  legislation  specifically 
authorizing  or  allocating  the  necessary 
funding  or  resources,  UDSA  could  not 
spend  or  obligate  funds  for  the  special 
sugar  export  enhancement  program. 

The  one-year  program  would  allow 
12  Caribbean  countries  and  the  Philip- 
pines to  ship  an  additional  400,000  short 
tons  of  raw  sugar  to  the  U.S.  to  be  re- 
fined and  re-exported  with  any  dif- 
ference in  prices  paid  by  U.S.  buyers  and 
the  re-export  price  made  up  with  generic 
commodity  certificates  issued  by  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation.  At- 
tempts are  being  made  to  get  an  amend- 
ment included  in  the  omnibus  trade  bill 
which  House  and  Senate  conferees  are 
currently  considering.  Proponents  of  the 
program  are  also  looking  for  other  ways 
to  clarify  the  legislation. 


PROSPECTIVE  PLANTINGS 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  Prospective  Plantings  report 
March  31.  The  information  was  collected 
between  March  1  and  March  15  and  is 
based  on  voluntary  responses  from 
farmers.  The  report  shows  growers  in- 
tend to  plant  1.29  million  acres  of 
sugarbeets  in  13  states  in  1988.  If  inten- 
tions are  realized,  planted  acreage  will 
be  2  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier. 
Intentions  indicate  that  the  five  leading 
states  in  acreage  will  be:  Minnesota  — 
311,000  acres,  unchanged  from  1987; 
California  —  220,000  acres,  down  1  per- 
cent; North  Dakota  —  165,000  acres,  up 
1  percent;  Idaho  —  168,000  acres,  3  per- 
cent higher;  and  Michigan  —  150,000 
acres,  4  percent  above  last  year.  Prospec- 
tive plantings  by  state  are  as  follows: 

(See  Sugarbeet  Table,  Page  5) 
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SUGARBEETS  1/ 


AREA  PLANTED 

STATE 

1 

IND 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1988/1987 

1,000  ACRES 

PERCENT 

CALIF 

192.0 

222.0 

220.0 

99 

COLO 

37.8 

37.4 

38.5 

103 

IDAHO 

161.0 

163.0 

168.0 

103 

MICH 

137.0 

144.0 

150.0 

104 

MINN 

315.0 

311.0 

311.0 

100 

MONT 

47.2 

49.2 

49.5 

101 

NEBR 

59.9 

61.6 

67.0 

109 

NMEX 

2/ 

.6 

.6 

100 

NDAK 

164.8 

163.3 

165.0 

101 

OHIO 

15.6 

16.8 

17.5 

104 

OREG 

13.0 

13.9 

13.5 

97 

TEX 

37.2 

32.8 

35.0 

107 

WYO 

51.0 

54.1 

55.0 

102 

US 

1,231.5 

1,269.7 

1,290.6 

101.6 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED  SPRING 
PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CALIF.    2/  NO  ACREAGE. 

PROSPECTIVE  PLANTINGS,  AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


HEAVY  RAINS  -  AGRICULTURE  EDUCATION  IN  LOUISIANA 


In  the  first  three  months  and  five 
days  of  1988,  some  30  inches  of  rain 
have  fallen  in  much  of  the  sugar  belt  of 
Louisiana.  This  amount  is  double  the 
normal  rainfall  for  this  same  time 
period.  Rainfall  reports  from  the  USDA 
Station  in  Houma,  La.  report  over  29  in- 
ches of  rain  falling  on  45  days.  The  nor- 
mal rainfall  calculated  over  many  years 
for  the  Station  is  less  than  14  inches  fall- 
ing on  only  25  days  during  this  same 
time  period  of  the  first  96  days  of  the 
year.  The  USDA  records  indicate  that 
January  rainfall  was  below  normal,  but 
that  rainfall  amounts  were  more  than 
7  and  5  inches  above  normal  for 
February  and  March,  respectively.  April 
rainfall  amounts  through  5  days  are 
already  three-fourths  of  an  inch  above 
the  normal  monthly  total. 

As  a  result  of  the  excess  rain  and  the 
excessive  number  of  rainy  days,  much 
field  work  has  fallen  behind  schedule. 
Many  growers  have  not  yet  begun  to  fer- 
tilize cane  and  the  herbicide  applica- 
tions have  also  fallen  behind.  Windy 
days  have  also  complicated  the  spraying 
of  herbicides.  Fortunately,  prospects  for 
adequate  cane  stands  are  still  optimistic 
in  most  cases.  Grass  is  beginning  to 
grow  and  dry  weather  is  needed  im- 
mediately to  catch  up  on  field  work. 
Tillering  depends  greatly  on  dry 
weather  and  many  fields,  especially  late 
planted  fields,  will  need  good  tillering 
to  fill  out  the  regular  but  light  stands 
of  cane  on  the  row. 

The  heaviest  of  rains  have  occurred 
in  the  last  week  of  March  and  first  three 
days  of  April  when  14  inch  totals  were 
not  uncommon  within  the  cane  belt.  The 
Houma  records  indicate  that  a  total  of 
some  8.8  inches  of  rain  fell  on  five  con- 


secutive days.  Most  growers  report  that 
pumps  have  worked  overtime  trying  to 
remove  standing  water.  Even  with  no 
raid  in  the  last  two  days  it  will  be 
several  more  days  at  the  earliest  before 
field  work  can  be  accomplished  in  the 
better  drained  soils. 

Although  temperatures  extremes 
have  not  been  that  cold,  average 
temperatures  have  been  below  normal 
during  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year.  These  coool  temperatures  have 
kept  cane  from  really  making  any 
significant  growth  until  late  in  March 
when  temperatures  finally  reached  the 
70's  and  low  80's. 

AGRICULTURE  EDUCATION 
IN  LOUISIANA 

As  reported  in  earlier  issues  of  the 
Bulletin,  agriculture  education  in  the 
State  has  been  under  review  for  more 
than  a  year.  The  reviews  and  the  studies 
have  now  been  completed  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  University  and  on  March 
24  the  Board  of  Regents  reached  its 
decision  on  the  remainder  of  the  ag  pro- 
grams. When  the  review  began,  there 
were  9  Universities  offering  more  than 
50  agriculture  degrees  in  various  cur- 
ricula. As  a  result  of  the  review  and  the 
hearings  which  followed,  there  will  now 
be  only  7  Universities  which  will  offer 
degrees  in  agriculture.  Over  half  of  the 
degree  programs  are  scheduled  to  be  cut. 

Nicholls  State  University,  which  is 
the  only  University  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  sugar  industry  and  which 
offers  more  sugarcane  courses  than  any 
other  State  University,  will  be  allowed 
to  retain  its  degree  programs  in 
floriculture  and  agribusiness.  It  will, 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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FARM  NOTES  (Continued  from  page  3) 


however,  give  up  degrees  in  animal 
science  and  plant  science  and  associate 
degrees  in  sugar  cane  production/protec- 
tion and  sugar  cane  processing.  In  re- 
taining the  degree  in  agribusiness. 
Nicholls  will  offer  a  specialty  in  sugar 
if  the  student  so  wishes.  This  degree, 
with  this  specialty,  has  been  most 
popular  and  there  are  a  large  number 
of  graduates  of  this  program  now 
employed  in  the  cane  industry. 

The  cuts  in  agriculture  education  in 
the  State  indicates  at  least  two  points 
to  this  author.  One  is  that  agriculture 
has  helped  in  the  economic  reform  now 
being  undertaken  to  revive  the  economy 
of  Louisiana.  The  number  of  Univer- 
sities granting  agriculture  degrees  have 
been  reduced  and  the  total  number  of 
degree  programs  have  been  drastically 
cut. 

The  second  is  that  agriculture  has 
now  made  a  sacrifice  and  we  should  be 
careful  that  future  cuts  are  handled  pro- 
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portionately  and  that  agriculture  should 
not  have  to  shoulder  an  unfair  portion 
of  balancing  the  state's  budget. 

Many  national  publications  dealing 
with  education  report  that  during  the 
next  five  years  there  will  be  insufficient 
numbers  of  graduates  with  food  and 
agriculture  expertise  to  fill  important 
scientific  and  professional  positions  in 
this  nation.  Agriculture,  being  a  profes- 
sion of  dwindling  numbers,  should  not 
be  taken  for  granted  by  those  outside  of 
agriculture.  To  succeed  in  the  future, 
graduates  in  agriculture  will  require 
more  extensive  training  in  the  sciences 
as  well  as  business.  Food  and  fiber  pro- 
duction in  this  country  will  depend  on 
a  steady  supply  of  granduates  with  the 
necessary  education  as  we  approach  the 
next  century.  Those  of  us  who  recognize 
the  importance  of  agriculture  should  do 
all  we  can  to  keep  agriculture  education 
an  important  part  of  the  overall  educa- 
tional picture  in  Louisiana. 
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Sugarcane  variety  census  for 
the  1987  crop  in  Louisiana 

Hugh  P.  Fanguy  and  Donald  B.  Fontenot 


INTRODUCTION 

The  sugarcane  variety  census  for  the 
1987  crop  in  Louisiana  was  conducted 
by  personnel  of  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  in  the  15 
parishes  (counties)  where  sugarcane  is 
grown.  The  census  reports  the  planted 
acreage  of  varieties  which  are  grown 
commercially  in  Louisiana  during  1987. 

The  total  sugarcane  acreage  for  seed 
and  milling  in  1987  was  approximately 
260,000  acres  (105,221  hectares)  (4). 

For  reporting  purposes  the  sugar- 
cane parishes  are  assigned  to  three 
geographic  areas.  The  southeastern  area 
is  the  largest  with  45  percent  of  the  state 
acreage  and  includes  the  parishes  of 
Ascension,  Assumption,  Lafourche,  St. 
Charles,  St.  James,  St.  John  and  Ter- 
rebonne. The  southwestern  area  is  se- 
cond in  size  with  40  percent  and  includes 
the  parishes  of  Iberia,  Lafayette,  St. 
Mary,  St.  Martin  and  Vermillion.  The 
northern  area  is  the  smallest  with  15 
percent  of  the  reported  acreage  and  in- 
cludes the  parishes  of  Iberville,  Pointe 
Coupee  and  West  Baton  Rouge. 

The  census  represents  grower 
preference  among  commercial  varieties 
released  through  the  Cooperative  Agree- 
ment between  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  Lou- 
isiana Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
of  the  Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center,  and  the  U.S., 
Department  of  Agriculture, 
Agricultural    Research    Service.    The 


prefix  CP  refers  to  varieties  selected 
from  true  seed  produced  at  Canal  Point, 
Florida.  The  seed  is  planted,  and  the 
seedlings  are  selected  and  tested  in 
nursery,  infield  and  outfield  stages  in 
Louisiana.  The  most  recent  variety  CP 
79-318  was  released  during  the  fall  of 
1987  and  should  appear  in  future  varie- 
ty census  (2). 

A  factor  which  continues  to  in- 
fluence the  choice  of  varieties  grown  in 
Louisiana  is  the  presence  of  sugarcane 
smut  (Ustilago  scitaminea  Sydow), 
which  was  first  observed  in  Louisiana  in 
1981.  Three  varieties,  CP  65-357,  CP 
74-383  and  CP  76-331,  rated  moderate- 
ly susceptible  to  smut,  and  occupy  22, 11 
and  4  percent  of  the  state  acreage, 
respectively.  This  represents  approx- 
imately one  third  of  the  state  acreage  in 
susceptible  varieties.  The  other  two- 
thirds  is  planted  in  smut  resistant 
varieties  such  as  CP  70-321,  CP  72-370, 
CP  72-356  and  CP  70-330. 

CENSUS  BY  TOTAL  AREA 

The  results  of  the  1987  census  in- 
dicated that  seven  varieties  occupy  at 
least  1  percent  of  the  state  acreage.  The 
most  widely  grown  variety  was  CP 
70-321  being  reported  on  42  percent  of 
the  state  acreage  (Table  1).  This  is  the 
third  year  that  CP  70-321  showed  an  in- 
crease; however,  the  increase  was  only 
1  percent  above  that  reported  in  1986 
(1).  The  variety  CP  70-321  continues 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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to  be  among  the  highest  yielding 
varieties  in  replicated  outfield  plots  (3). 
No  commercial  or  experimental  variety 
was  significantly  higher  then  CP  70-321 
in  sugar  per  acre  in  outfield  experiments 
during  1986.  The  variety  with  the  se- 
cond largest  amount  of  acreage  reported 
during  1987  was  CP  65-357.  This  varie- 
ty was  grown  on  22  percent  of  the  state 
acreage  which  was  2  percent  less  than 
1986.  CP  65-357  was  the  highest 
yielding  variety  in  sugar  per  acre  in 
plant  cane  at  the  outfield  on  both  light 
and  heavy  soils  during  1986;  however, 
its  yield  in  sugar  per  acre  decreased  in 
stubble  crops  where  it  produced  the 
lowest  yields  in  both  first  and  second 
stubble  on  light  and  heavy  soils.  The 
third  leading  variety  in  acreage  was  CP 
74-383,  being  reported  on  11  percent  of 
the  state  acreage  during  1987.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  2  percent  over 
the  1986  acreage.  It  was  equal  to  the 
commercial  standard  CP  70-321  in 
sugar  per  acre  in  plant  cane,  first  and 
second  stubble  in  the  light  soil  combined 
analysis  during  1986.  The  fourth  most 
popular  variety  during  1987  was  CP 
72-370  being  reported  on  9  percent  of  the 
state  acreage.  It  did  not  change  in 
percentage  from  the  1986  crop.  CP 
72-370  was  equal  to  CP  70-321  in  sugar 
per  acre  in  all  crops  on  both  light  and 
heavy  soil  with  the  exception  of  second 
stubble  on  heavy  soil  during  1986.  The 
varieties  CP  72-356  and  CP  70-330 
declined  by  3  and  1  percent,  respective- 
ly, of  the  acreage  from  the  1986  census, 
(Table  1).  The  variety  CP  76-331  was 
reported  on  4  percent  of  the  state 
acreage,  an  increase  of  2  percent  over 
the  1986  acreage.  CP  76-331  was  equal 
to  CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  acre  in  all 
tests  on  light  and  heavy  soil,  with  the 


exception  of  first  stubble  on  heavy  soil, 
where  it  was  lower  in  sugar  per  acre 
yields. 

CENSUS  BY 
GEOGRAPHICAL  AREA 

Southeastern  Area 

The  major  variety  in  the 
southeastern  area  was  CP  65-357  which 
occupied  30  percent  of  the  area  (Table 
1).  It  has  declined  by  4  percent  fromt  he 
1986  census.  The  second  most  widely 
grown  variety  was  CP  70-321,  reported 
on  25  percent  of  the  area,  an  increase  of 
2  percent  over  the  1986  acreage.  The 
variety  with  the  greatest  increase  from 
1986  was  CP  74-383;  it  was  planted  on 
13  percent  of  the  area,  a  5  percent  in- 
crease over  1986. 

Southwestern  Area 

The  major  variety,  CP  70-321  was 
reported  on  60  percent  of  the  area  (Table 
1).  It  was  the  only  variety  which  showed 
an  increase,  5  percent  more  than  in 
1986.  The  second  most  popular  variety 
was  CP  65-357,  planted  on  20  percent  of 
the  area,  the  same  percentage  reported 
during  1986.  Third  place  was  occupied 
by  CP  74-383,  on  5  percent  of  the  area, 
a  decrease  of  3  percent  from  1986 
acreage. 

Northern  Area 

The  major  variety  in  the  northern 
area  was  CP  70-321,  planted  on  44  per- 
cent of  the  area.  It  declined  by  10  per- 
cent from  the  1986  acreage.  The  varie- 
ty which  made  the  most  gain  in  the  nor- 
thern area  was  CP  74-383;  it  occupied 
23  percent  of  the  area.  CP  74-383  in- 
creased by  8  percent  over  the  1986 
acreage.  The  variety  CP  76-331  was 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CONFEREES  CONTINUES  TO 
WORK  ON  TRADE  BILL 

The  House  and  Senate  conferees  are 
continuing  their  efforts  to  reach  a  com- 
promise on  the  omnibus  trade  bill. 
Although  there  has  been  some  progress 
between  administration  officials  and  the 
conferees  on  certain  provisions  on  which 
there  was  disagreement,  a  compromise 
still  has  not  been  reached  on  one  major 
provision  dealing  with  plant  closing 
notification.  President  Reagan  has  said 
he  will  veto  the  trade  bill  if  that  pro- 
vision remains  in  the  final  version. 
After  a  week  of  negotiations  with  the  ad- 
ministration, Democratic  congressional 
leaders  announced  they  would  keep  the 
provision  in  the  bill.  It  is  uncertain 
whether  Congress  would  be  able  to  over- 
ride a  presidential  veto  with  the  plant 
closing  provision  in  it. 

As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
SUGAR  BULLETIN,  efforts  were  being 
made  to  include  clarifying  language  in 
the  trade  bill  to  implement  the  special 
one-year  sugar  re-export  program  for  the 
Caribbean  countries  and  the  Philip- 
pines. USDA  has  said  it  cannot  legally 
implement  the  program  as  it  is  current- 
ly written  in  the  law.  However,  pro- 
ponents of  the  program  were  unsuc- 
cessful in  getting  the  language  included 
in  the  agricultural  section  of  the  trade 
bill.  Efforts  will  continue  to  find  an  ap- 
propriate legislative  vehicle  to  include 
the  necessary  language. 

SENATOR  JOHNSTON 

TO  RUN  FOR 

MAJORITY  LEADER  POST 

Senator  J.  Bennett  Johnston  (D-La.) 
announced  he  will  be  a  candidate  to  suc- 
ceed Senator  Robert  Byrd  (D-W.Va.)  as 
Majority  Leader  of  the  Senate.  Byrd  an- 


nounced he  will  step  down  next  year 
after  more  than  a  decade  as  the 
Democratic  leader  to  become  chairman 
of  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee 
and  the  president  pro  tempore  of  the 
Senate  if  the  Democrats  retain  control. 
In  addition  to  Johnston,  Senators 
Daniel  Inouye  (D-Hawaii)  and  George 
Mitchell  (D-Maine)  also  announced  they 
would  run  for  the  post.  The  election  is 
by  secret  ballot  and  will  be  held 
sometime  after  the  November  elections. 

SUGAR  &  SWEETENER 

SITUATION  AND 

OUTLOOK  REPORT 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  March  1988  Sugar  & 
Sweetener  Outlook  Report  forecasting 
domestic  sugar  production  for  the 
1987/88  crop  year  at  a  record  7.3  million 
tons,  raw  value,  9.4  percent  above  last 
year.  Total  harvested  area  for  beet  and 
cane  was  up  5.1  percent,  and  yields  were 
high.  Beet  sugar  production  in  the 
1987/88  crop  year  is  estimated  at  3.96 
million  tons.  The  1987/88  output  is  up 
15.8  percent,  or  over  500,000  tons  from 
last  season.  Sugarbeet  production  is 
estimated  at  a  near  record  28  million 
tons.  11  percent  higher  than  in  1986/87. 
Harvested  area  at  1.26  million  acres  is 
up  5.4  percent  from  the  previous  crop. 

Domestic  cane  sugar  production  in 
1987/88  is  estimated  at  a  record  of  near- 
ly 3.4  million  tons,  raw  value,  2.7  per- 
cent above  1986/87.  Harvested  area  of 
sugarcane  for  processing  into  sugar  was 
up  4.6  percent  from  1986/87.  All 
sugarcane-growing  states  expanded 
acreage  except  Hawaii.  Cane  yields 
averaged  36.4  tons  an  acre,  the  lowest 
in  several  years.  Sucrose  recovery  was 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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up  nearly  4  percent  from  last  year, 
representing  a  new  record.  However, 
cane  sugar  output  per  harvested  area 
declined  2  percent. 

U.S.  sugar  production  in  1988/89  is 
expected  to  increase.  According  to  last 
month's  USDA  Prospective  Plantings 
Report,  beet  acreage  is  expected  to  rise 
slightly  to  1.29  million  acres,  a  2  percent 
increase  over  the  previous  year.  Sugar- 
cane acreage  is  expected  to  increase 
marginally  and  with  favorable  condi- 
tions, production  may  be  equal  to 
1987/88  cane  sugar  output. 

U.S.  raw  sugar  prices  have  risen  to 
22.1  cents  in  February,  up  from  an 
average  21.8  cents  in  1987.  Total  U.S. 
sugar  stocks  on  January  1,  1988  were 
estimated  at  nearly  3.2  million  tons, 
down  almost  2  percent  from  a  year 
earlier.  In  1988,  U.S.  consumption  of 
corn  sweeteners  is  forecast  at  a  record 
of  nearly  8.6  million  tons,  dry  weight, 
up  about  2  percent  from  1987.  In  1987, 
corn  sweetener  consumption  was  8.4 
million  tons,  3  percent  above  the  per- 
vious year. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


ASSCT  MEETING  IN  JUNE  -  CROP  REPORT 


The  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  American  Society  of  Sugarcane 
Technologists  is  scheduled  for  June  15 
through  17, 1988,  in  Clearwater  Beach, 
Florida.  This  is  the  joint  meeting  bet- 
ween the  Louisiana  and  Florida  Divi- 
sions of  the  ASSCT.  The  meeting  will  be 
held  at  the  same  location  as  in  1986  at 
the  Holiday  Inn  Surfside,  Clearwater 
Beach.  Registration  will  begin  on  the 
Wednesday  afternoon,  June  15th,  and 
will  continue  on  Thursday  morning, 
June  16th.  The  Plenary  Session  will 
begin  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  fol- 
lowed by  technical  sessions  during  the 
afternoon  of  the  16th  and  on  Friday 
morning,  June  17th.  The  complete  pro- 
gram has  not  yet  been  assembled,  but 
the  Program  Chairman,  Barry  Glaz 
(Florida)  along  with  the  two  section 
chairmen  from  Florida  and  the  two 
Louisiana  chairmen  Steve  Guillot,  Sr. 
(Ag  section)  and  Jackie  Theriot 
(Manufacturing  section)  will  have  an  ex- 
cellent slate  of  papers' for  presentation. 

Additional  information  on  the 
meeting  can  be  obtained  from  Dr. 
Denver  T.  Loupe,  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  ASSCT.  Motel  reserva- 
tions for  the  meeting  can  be  made  direct- 
ly with  the  Holiday  Inn  at  (813) 
461-3222.  The  cut-off  date  for  room 
reservations  is  May  12, 1988.  After  that 
date  room  reservations  will  be  taken  on 
a  space  available  basis. 

The  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  is  your  organization 
which  puts  you  in  direct  contact  with  the 
scientists  who  perform  research  work  for 
you  both  in  agriculture  and  processing. 
Attending  meetings  such  as  this  joint 
meeting  of  the  Louisiana  and  Florida 
Divisions   as   well   as   our   Louisiana 


meeting  in  February  in  Baton  Rouge 
will  help  you  as  a  grower,  processor  or 
related  industry  member  to  better 
understand  new  technologies  of 
sugarcane. 

CROP  REPORT 

Since  the  last  writing,  the  weather 
throughout  most  of  the  cane  belt  has  im- 
proved dramatically.  Very  little  rain  has 
fallen  in  the  last  two  weeks  and 
temperatures  have  started  to  warm  up. 
Cane  stands  have  improved  remarkably 
in  most  areas  and  much  field  work  has 
been  accomplished. 

Growers  report  that  most  stands  of 
plant  cane  and  first  stubble  are  good 
while  second  stubble  is  generally  slow 
to  make  a  stand.  In  nearly  all  areas  of 
the  belt,  growers  report  a  small  percen- 
tage of  plant  cane  which  is  not  satisfac- 
tory. In  nearly  all  cases  these  fields  were 
planted  late  last  fall  and  often  times 
were  covered  with  very  dry  soil.  Stands 
in  these  fields  are  generally  regular  but 
very  light.  Should  May  be  an  excellent 
tillering  month,  stands  in  a  few  of  these 
fields  could  improve  to  the  point  where 
growers  might  want  to  consider  keeping 
them.  However,  many  of  these  fields  are 
too  poor  to  consider  keeping  and  will 
cause  grass  problems  along  with  the 
poor  yields,  if  they  are  kept.  In  many 
cases  growers  would  be  wise  to  see  how 
May  progresses  and  then  if  these  fields 
are  not  up  to  par,  plow  them  out  and 
take  you  loss  now  but  get  it  into  good 
production  again  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Fortunately,  the  total  amount  of  these 
poor  plant  cane  fields  is  less  than  two 
percent. 

First  stubble  is  generally  in  good 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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shape  with  nearly  all  varieties  coming 
up  to  a  good  stand  at  this  time.  Second 
stubble  is  slow  but  appears  to  still  have 
adequate  numbers  of  good  eyes  in  most 
cases.  Varieties  which  are  reported  to  be 
the  slowest  to  germinate  are  CP  70-321 
and  CP  65-357  with  CP  74-383  getting 
off  to  an  early  start. 

According  to  our  field  agronomists, 
Windell  Jackson  and  Herman  Wagues- 
pack,  Jr.,  there  is  optimism  amongst 
many  growers  in  nearly  all  areas  of  the 
belt  with  regards  to  stands  of  cane  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  Several  growers 
are  planning  to  keep  moderate  amounts 
of  third  year  stubble  for  harvest  in  1988. 
Many  of  these  fields  are  looking  better 
than  in  past  years  and  should  help  these 
growers  to  finally  get  back  in  proper 
rotation.  Cane  rotation  was  thrown  out 
of  sequence  following  the  Christmas 
1983  and  the  January  1985  freezes 
which  severely  damaged  the  cane  crop. 

The  fact  that  fields  were  left  in  good 
condition  after  last  year's  harvest  has 
helped  since  preparing  the  fields  for  fer- 
tilization has  not  been  as  difficult  as  in 
years  when  a  lot  of  scrap  has  been  left. 
Good  tillering  in  May  will  greatly  aid 
this  crop  and  get  the  industry  off  to  a 
good  start. 
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Sugar  Cane  Variety  Census  In  Louisiana 


(Continued  from  page  4) 


reported  on  8  percent  of  the  area,  an  in- 
crease of  6  percent  from  the  1986  cen- 
sus. Only  3  percent  of  the  area  was 
planted  to  CP  65-357,  indicating  grower 
preference  to  other  varieties  in  the  nor- 
thern area. 

Variety  Trends 

It  appears  that  the  decline  in 
acreage  of  CP  65-357  has  slowed  from 
the  1986  census.  The  variety  has  been 
reported  on  less  acreage  each  year  since 
it  peaked  at  71  percent  of  the  state 
acreage  in  1980  (Table  2).  The  most 
popular  variety  in  the  1987  census,  CP 
70-321,  appears  to  have  reached  its 
peak;  however,  it  has  increased  each 
year  since  it  was  released  in  1978.  The 
variety  CP  74-383  continues  to  slowly 
increase  since  its  release  during  1982. 
CP  76-331,  released  in  1984,  has  failed 
to  win  grower  acceptance  due  mainly  to 
its  harvesting  difficulties. 

Sugar  Yields  During  1987 

The  combination  of  weather 
favorable  for  sugar  accumulation,  ex- 
cellent harvesting  conditions,  the  use  of 
the  chemical  ripener  Polado®  and  the 
utilization  of  high-sucrose  varieties 
enabled  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  in- 
dustry to  produce  a  record  220  lbs  of 
sugar  per  gross  ton  of  cane  during  1987 
(4).  This  represents  a  sugar  recovery  of 
1 1  percent  which  has  never  before  been 
achieved  in  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
industry. 
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Table  1.  Percent  of  tb    geographical  areas 

planted  to  sugarcane  in  Lou- 

isiana 

in  198  . V 

Geographical  Areas 

Variety 

Southeastern 

Southwestern 

Northern 

State 

(C/Si 

CP  70-321 

25  (+2) 

60  (  +  5) 

44  (-  10) 

42  (+  1) 

CP  65-357 

30  ( -  4) 

20  (      0) 

3  (-  2) 

22  (-  2) 

CP  74-383 

13  (+  5) 

5  (-  3) 

23  (+  8) 

11  (+2) 

CP  72-370 

11  (  +  1) 

6  (-  2) 

11  (  +  2) 

9  (      0) 

CP  72-356 

9  (-  4) 

4  (-  1) 

5  (-  4) 

6  (-  3) 

CP  76-331 

4  (+  3) 

2  (      0) 

8  (  +  6) 

4  (  +  2) 

CP  70-330 

6  (-  1) 

1  (-  1) 

3  (-  1) 

3  (-  1) 

Others 

2  (      0) 

2  (      0) 

3  (      0) 

3  (      0) 

Values  in  parenthesis  are  percent  change  from  1986  census. 


Table  2.  variety  preference  as  a 

percent  of  the  total  area 

i  planted  to 

sugar- 

cane 

in  Louisiana  from  1978  to  1987. 

Variety 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

-  -  (%)  - 

NCo  310 

10 

11 

7 

7 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

CP  48-103 

8 

7 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

CP  61-37 

16 

10 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

CP  65-357 

50 

61 

71 

66 

60 

51 

38 

29 

24 

22 

CP  67-412 

3 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

CP  70-321 

RV 

Tr2/ 

3 

9 

16 

22 

30 

38 

41 

42 

CP  70-330 

R 

Tr 

3 

5 

9 

7 

5 

4 

4 

3 

CP  72-356 

R 

Tr 

3 

6 

9 

10 

9 

6 

CP  72-370 

R 

1 

2 

5 

8 

8 

9 

9 

CP  73-351 

R 

Tr 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

CP  74-383 

R 

1 

3 

6 

9 

11 

CP  76-331 

R 

1 

2 

4 

CP  79-318 

R 

V  R    =  Year  released 

2/  Tr  =  Less  than  1%  of  state  acreage 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CONGRESS  PASSES  TRADE  BILL 

The  conference  report  on  the  om- 
nibus trade  bill  was  overwhelmingly  ap- 
proved by  the  House  on  April  21  by  a 
vote  of  312  to  107.  The  Senate  passed 
the  report  on  April  27  by  a  vote  of  63  to 
36,  less  than  the  margin  needed  for  a 
veto  override.  President  Reagan  has 
said  that  when  the  trade  bill  reaches  his 
desk  he  will  veto  it  because  of  certain 
provisions  which  he  strongly  opposes. 
One  provision  is  a  plant  closing  amend- 
ment requiring  60  days  advance  closing 
notification  for  U.S.  plants  with  100  or 
more  workers.  After  the  President 
receives  the  bill  from  Congress,  he  has 
ten  days  to  veto  it  or  it  automatically 
becomes  law.  Administration  officials 
have  said  there  is  still  time  for  Congress 
to  pass  a  second,  stripped  down  bill, 
before  the  end  of  the  session.  Congres- 
sional leaders,  however,  have  indicated 
there  might  not  be  time  on  their 
legislative  calendars  for  a  second 
attempt. 

One  provision  in  the  trade  bill  pro- 
vides for  a  study  to  be  conducted  by  the 
U.S.  Comptroller  General  to  determine 
if  articles  containing  dairy  products  or 
products  containing  refined  sugar  are 
being  imported  into  the  U.S.  in  such  a 
manner  or  in  such  quantities  as  to  cir- 
cumvent or  avoid  quota  limitations.  The 
study  must  be  completed  and  presented 
to  certain  committees  of  Congress  no 
later  than  180  days  after  the  trade  bill 
is  enacted. 


DOWNEY  URGES  COLLEAGUES 
TO  SUPPORT  HIS 
ANTI-SUGAR  BILL 

Congressman  Tom  Downey  (D-NY) 
sent  a  "Dear  Colleague"  letter  on  April 


27  enclosing  a  booklet,  "A  Consumer's 
Guide  to  Sugar  Prices,"  which  he  said 
gives  an  excellent  overview  of  why  the 
U.S.  sugar  program  is  a  "sour  deal  for 
American  consumers."  Downey  also 
urged  his  colleagues  to  support  his  bill 
to  decrease  the  loan  rate  for  sugar  from 
18  cents  per  pound  to  12  cents  and  in- 
crease the  import  quota. 

Congressmen  Kika  de  la  Garza  (D- 
TX),  Chairman  of  the  House  of 
Agriculture  Committee,  Jerry  Huckaby 
(D-LA)  and  Arlan  Stangeland  (R-MN), 
Chairman  and  Ranking  Minority 
Member  of  the  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar 
Subcommittee,  respectively,  responded 
by  sending  their  own  "Dear  Colleague" 
letter  stating  that  the  Downey  letter 
and  pamphlet  presented  a  distorted  and 
inaccurate  picture  of  the  situation  and 
that  they  were  taking  this  opportunity 
to  provide  them  with  the  facts.  They 
warned  their  colleagues  not  to  be  mis- 
led by  misstatements  about  the  U.S. 
sugar  program. 


SUGAR  CANE  WORKERS  CAN 
QUALIFY  FOR  'SAW  PROGRAM 

A  Federal  judge  in  Washington  has 
ruled  that  Agriculture  Secretary 
Richard  Lyng  acted  "arbitrarily  and 
capriciously"  in  excluding  alien  sugar 
cane  workers  from  immigration  law's 
Special  Agricultural  Workers  program. 
USDA  had  excluded  sugar  cane  from  a 
list  of  perishable  commodities  under  the 
law,  but  the  judge  ruled  it  is  a 
perishable  commodity  and  ordered 
USDA  to  rewrite  its  rule.  This  could 
lead  to  permanent  U.S.  residency  for 
thousands  of  alien  farm  workers.  Most 
of  the  workers  have  come  to  the  United 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


CONTACT  COMMITTEE  -  RESEARCH  FUNDING  FOR  1988 


The  Contact  Committee  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  will  hold 
its  annual  meeting  at  the  St.  Gabriel 
Station  of  the  Louisiana  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  in  conjunction  with 
the  LSU  Area  Sugarcane  Field  Day  on 
July  20,  1988.  Each  year  the  Contact 
Committee  meeting  alternates  between 
the  USDA  and  LSU.  The  program  for 
this  year  is  now  being  finalized  and  the 
entire  agenda  will  be  published  in  a 
later  issue  of  the  Bulletin.  All  growers, 
processors  and  interested  industry 
members  are  urged  to  mark  their  calen- 
dars now  for  this  important  meeting.  At 
this  meeting,  researchers  will  be 
availalbe  to  demonstrate  their  research 
projects  and  answer  your  questions. 

RESEARCH  FUNDING  FOR  1988 

Research  projects  funded  by  the 
special  program  initiated  two  years  ago 
have  now  been  selected  for  1988.  A  com- 
mittee composed  of  representatives  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  and 
the  Farm  Bureau  met  and  discussed  the 
projects  which  were  submitted.  Forty- 
one  proposals,  totaling  over  1.1  million 
dollars  from  26  different  scientists,  were 
received  in  the  League  Office.  Since 
there  was  insufficient  funding  for  the 
entire  group,  those  proposals  which  the 
committee  felt  had  the  most  potential 
were  recommended  for  funding  in  1988. 
After  careful  consideration,  the  commit- 
tee selected  fifteen  proposals  for  fund- 
ing. The  Board  of  Directors  approved  the 
committee's  recommendation  at  its 
March  30  meeting.  These  projects,  listed 
alphabetically  by  the  lead  scientist, 
along  with  their  respective  research 
organizations  are  as  follows: 

Cane  sampling  by  Harold  Birkett 


and  Jeanie  Stein,  Audubon  Sugar  In- 
stitute, Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Quick  core  lab  test  for  dextran- 
concentration  by  Steve  Clarke  and 
Donal  Day,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute, 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Dextranase  from  yeast  by  Donal 
Day,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  Loui- 
siana Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Weed  control  research  in  sugarcane 
by  James  Griffin  and  Gil  Barker, 
Department  of  Plant  Pathology  and 
Crop  Physiology,  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 

Biotechnology  tools  for  production 
and  research  by  Michael  Grisham, 
USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit, 
Houma,  La. 

Investigations  on  the  role  of 
Pythium  Root  Rot  in  stubble  decline  and 
measures  for  its  control  by  Jeff  Hoy, 
Department  of  Plant  Pathology  and 
Crop  Physiology,  Louisiana  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station,  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 

Economic  cost  structure  of  sugar 
cane  production  in  Louisiana  by  John 
Lee,  Department  of  Agricultural 
Economics;  Freddie  Martin,  Sugar  Sta- 
tion; Mike  Mailander,  Department  of 
Agriculture  Engineering;  Kenneth 
Wegenhoft,  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice; Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Replacement  for  lead  subacetate  as 
reagent  for  clarification  in  measure- 
ment of  polarization  of  cane  juice  by  Ben 
Legendre,    USDA-ARS,    Sugarcane 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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(Continued  from  page  4) 
States  as  temporary  employees  under 
the  labor  Department's  H2  guest  worker 
program. 

DR.  CLARKE  WINS  "SUGAR  MAN 
OF  THE  YEAR  -  1987" 

The  Dyer  Memorial  Award  as 
"Sugar  Man  of  the  Year  -  1987"  was 
awarded  to  Dr.  Margaret  Clarke  on 
April  15.  This  was  the  thirtieth  con- 
secutive annual  award  and  the  first  won 
by  a  woman.  Dr.  Clarke  has  been 
Managing  Director  of  Sugar  Processing 
Research,  Inc.  since  1981.  She  was  Ad- 
ministrator of  the  Cane  Sugar  Refining 
Research  Project,  Inc.  from  1972  and 
Research  Chemist  from  1969. 

COLONIAL  REDUCES 
REFINERY  PERSONNEL 

Colonial  Sugars,  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  Savannah  Foods  and  In- 
dustries, announced  last  month  it  was 
reducing  its  workforce.  Reportedly,  the 
reduction  is  concentrated  in  the  refinery 
operations  and  affects  approximately  90 
out  of  a  possible  335  refinery  workers, 
roughly  27%.  In  a  company  statement, 
a  spokesman  said,  "This  layoff,  which 
will  bring  Colonial's  refining  costs  in 
line  with  the  parent  company's  other 
sugar  refineries,  will  enable  Colonial  to 
survive  as  a  viable  competitor  in  the 
sugar  industry,  thereby  saving  the  rest 
of  the  jobs  at  Colonial." 
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Research  Unit,  Houma,  La.  and 
Margaret  Clarke,  Sugar  Processing 
Research,  Inc.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Use  of  press  method  for  determining 
cane  quality  by  Ben  Legendre,  USDA- 
ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma, 
La.  and  Charley  Richard,  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Equipment  for  sugarcane  research 
by  Fred  Martin,  Sugar  Station;  Jeff  Hoy, 
Department  of  Plant  Pathology  and 
Crop  Physiology;  T.  Reagan,  Depart- 
ment of  Entomology;  Ray  Ricaud, 
Department  of  Agronomy;  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 

Evaluate  the  use  of  a  stubble  digger 
to  increase  germination  and  yield  of 
sugarcane  in  Louisiana  by  Ray  Ricaud 
and  Allen  Arceneaux,  Department  of 
Agronomy,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Development  of  "in  crop"  ber- 
mudagrass  control  strategies  by  Ed 
Richard,  Jr.,  USD  A- ARS,  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit,  Houma,  La. 

Study  of  crystal  growth  rate  and 
false  grain  formation  in  vacuum  pans 
and  crystallizers  by  Michael  Saska  and 
William  Keenliside,  Audubon  Sugar  In- 
stitute, Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Spring  shoot  loss:  How  much  can  I 
afford?  by  Bill  White  and  Ed  Richard, 
Jr.,  USD  A- ARS,  Sugarcane  Research 
Unit,  Houma,  La. 

The  sum  of  the  above  projects  equals 
$227,065.  This  approximates  the 
receipts  expected  from  the  program 
based  on  the  tonnage  ground  from  the 
1987  crop.  Any  additional  funds  not 
spent  this  year  will  be  left  to  accumulate 
interest  and  used  in  next  year's  research 
funding  program. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


VICE  PRESIDENT  BUSH 

ANNOUNCES  SUPPORT  FOR 

SUGAR  PROGRAM 

Vice  President  George  Bush  an- 
nounced his  support  for  continuing  the 
U.S.  sugar  program  as  long  as  other 
countries  maintain  their  own  sugar  sub- 
sidies. According  to  reports,  Bush  said 
the  U.S.  sugar  program  would  continue 
"even  though  I  would  try  very  hard  to 
expand  markets  abroad  by  breaking 
down  barriers  to  American  products." 
Bush  made  his  remarks  during  a  cam- 
paign stop  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  in  ear- 
ly May.  His  support  represents  an  ap- 
parent break  with  Reagan  Administra- 
tion policy  which  has  repeatedly  attemp- 
ted to  dismantle  the  sugar  program 
since  it  was  included  in  the  1981  Farm 
Bill. 

In  a  statement  released  May  6,  the 
U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group  said, 
"America's  sweetener  producers,  over 
one  million  beet,  cane  and  corn  farmers, 
were  encouraged  to  hear  that  Vice  Presi- 
dent Bush  would  not  lift  sugar  imports 
or  act  unilaterally  to  end  the  U.S.  sugar 
program  in  a  Bush  administration.  The 
USSPG  supports  multilateral  cuts  in 
sugar  subsidies  worldwide  to  promote 
fair  trade,  but  agrees  with  the  Vice 
President  that  a  unilateral  end  to  the 
U.S.  sugar  program  would  amount  to 
nothing  less  than  unconditional  sur- 
render to  highly-subsudized  sweeteners 
from  foreign  producers. 

ADMINISTRATION  OFFER 

PROPOSED  SUGAR 

AMENDMENT  TO  BRADLEY  BILL 

The  Reagan  Administration  has  of- 
fered a  proposed  sugar  amendment  to  S. 
1948  for  consideration  and  review  by 
Senator  Bill  Bradley  (D-N.  J.),  sponsor  of 


the  Senate  bill.  In  a  letter  to  Bradley, 
Deputy  Agriculture  Secretary  Peter 
Myers  said  the  Administration  supports 
legislation  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  reducing  domestic  sugar  price  support 
levels  and  raising  sugar  imports,  such 
as  S.  1948.  However,  the  bill  would  have 
to  be  amended  to  receive  their  full  sup- 
port. Therefore,  Myers  said  they  were  of- 
fering for  his  consideration  an  Ad- 
ministration amendment  in  the  form  of 
a  substitute  which  would  bring  S.  1948 
into  conformity  with  the  requirements 
of  the  trade  agreement  permitting  sugar 
quotas  as  well  as  reducing  the  sugar 
loan  level  by  one  and  one-half  cents  per 
pound  per  year  to  12  cents  per  pound  by 
the  1992  crop. 

Myers  said  that  S.  1948,  as  current- 
ly written,  uses  adjustments  in  the  im- 
port quota  to  change  the  loan  level, 
while  the  Administration  amendment 
reverses  this,  using  the  reduction  in 
price  support  to  allow  an  upward  move- 
ment of  sugar  import  requirements.  He 
urged  the  Senate  to  act  quickly  and  af- 
firmatively on  the  bill. 

In  a  Knight-Ridder  Financial  News 
report  May  19,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Richard  Lyng  said  he  had  little  hope 
that  proposed  U.S.  legislation  will  be 
passed  that  would  increase  the  U.S. 
sugar  import  quota  and  reduce  sugar 
price  supports,  though  the  Administra- 
tion favors  it.  According  to  the  report, 
Lyng  said  the  U.S.  needs  "a  new  sugar 
policy,"  which  the  sugar  bill  would  help 
promote.  But  it  will  be  hard  to  get 
through  Congress,  he  said,  because  of 
opposition  from  domestic  growejjft  who 
stand  to  suffer  from  higher  sugar  im- 
ports and  lower  support  prices.  The  bill 
"is  getting  more  and  more  support,  but 
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WASHINGTON 
UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
it  still  lacks  enough  to  be  optimistic  of 
early  passage,  maybe  eventually,"  he 
added. 

USDA  EXTENDS  1987-CROP 
SUGAR  LOANS 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
announced  that  outstanding  1987-crop 
sugar  loans  maturing  April  30,  May  31, 
June  30,  July  31  and  August  31,  1988, 
may  be  extended  to  September  30, 1988. 
A  notice  was  sent  to  local  ASCS  offices 
May  9  advising  of  the  extension  and  pro- 
viding instructions  for  granting  loan 
extensions. 

TATE  &  LYLE  PURCHASES 
STALEY  CONTINENTAL 

Tate  &  Lyle,  a  British-based  com- 
pany, has  purchased  Staley  Continental 
for  a  total  of  $1.5  billion  after  Staley 
reluctantly  agreed  to  accept  a  sweetened 
tender  offer  from  them.  The  company 
said  it  plans  to  sell  Staley's  food-service 
business,  but  will  keep  its  high-fructose 
corn  syrup  business.  Tate  &  Lyle 
becomes  the  only  sugar  refiner  with  a 
U.S.  presence  in  all  aspects  of  the  caloric 
and  non-caloric  sweetener  business: 
cane  and  beet  sugar,  high-fructose  corn 
syrup  and  artificial  sweeteners. 
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RAIN  FINALLY  FALLS  -  ACREAGE  AND  YIELD  REPORTS 


Since  the  first  three  days  of  April 
when  heavy  rains  fell  throughout  much 
of  the  cane  belt,  little  or  no  rainfall  had 
occurred  until  May  21.  Rainfall  amounts 
averaging  nearly  an  inch  were  reported 
throughout  much  of  the  belt.  Top  soil 
conditions  had  been  very  dry;  however, 
cane  was  not  showing  symptoms  of 
drought  with  little  leaf  rolling  occur- 
ring. Dry  conditions  at  this  time  of  year 
are  ideal  for  cane  because  it  not  only 
helps  tillering  but  also  evens  out  the 
stand  with  primary  shoots  not  having  a 
chance  to  get  a  big  jump  on  tillers.  These 
two  conditions  make  for  a  better  and 
more  uniform  crop  of  more  even 
maturity. 

Although  the  cane  still  was  not  suf- 
fering for  water,  dry  field  conditions  do 
affect  herbicide  activity.  With  the  dry 
conditions  the  grass  was  not  growing 
either,  but  now  that  rain  has  fallen  most 
growers  will  be  anxious  to  see  how  their 
herbicide  programs  have  worked  under 
these  dry  conditions. 

ACREAGE  AND  YIELD  REPORTS 

It  is  extremely  important  that 
growers  do  all  they  can  to  accurately 
report  acreage  figures  to  ASCS 
representatives  and  to  keep  track  of 
their  yields.  Not  only  is  this  data  used 
for  calculation  of  high  yield  awards  for 
the  parish  and  the  state,  but  of  much 
more  importance  is  the  determination  of 
the  progress  this  industry  is  making  in 
increasing  yield.  No  one  can  be  sure 
what  the  future  will  bring  in  terms  of 
government  programs  and  in  the  past 
accurate  yield  and  acreage  numbers 
were  extremely  important.  Most 
growers  and  processors  are  very  good  at 
accurately  reporting  their  numbers,  but 


some  have  gotten  a  little  lazy  about  get- 
ting in  their  figures. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  ac- 
curately reporting  these  figures  and 
because  there  are  some  discrepancies  in 
the  way  the  numbers  show  up  in  some 
government  reports,  a  special  commit- 
tee has  been  appointed  by  President 
Clark  to  work  on  this  problem.  This 
committee  chaired  by  Mr.  Jackie 
Theriot  and  is  composed  of  Messrs. 
Robert  Allain,  Ronald  Blanchard,  Rod- 
dy Hulett,  Pierre  Lanaux,  and  Irving 
Legendre,  Jr.  These  gentlemen  have 
already  begun  to  look  at  the  various  pro- 
blems and  have  met  with  government 
officials  to  standardize  the  reporting  of 
the  data.  In  addition  to  getting  total 
reporting  from  within  our  industry,  the 
four  main  areas  of  concern  that  this 
committee  will  attempt  to  correct  are: 

1.  Have  all  yields  reported  in  gross 
tons  rather  than  the  net  tons  that 
are  currently  shown  in  most 
government  publications.  For  the 
1988  and  subsequent  crops  there 
will  be  only  one  factory  that  is 
not  using  the  core  sample  method 
of  cane  analysis  which  means 
that  net  tons,  or  a  trash  factor,  is 
not  going  to  be  measured  with 
the  exception  of  that  one  factory. 
Since  net  tons  is  really  a  fictitious 
number  for  us,  it  is  misleading  to 
calculate  a  net  ton  yield  and  more 
importantly  relate  sugar  yield 
back  to  net  tons  as  is  shown  in 
current  government  reports. 

2.  Have  all  values  properly  des- 
cribed in  table  headings  and  in 
particular  the  use  of  acreage 
harvested    for    seed,    acreage 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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FARM  NOTES 
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harvested  for  sugar  and  total 
harvested  acreage.  These 
numbers  are  all  important  but 
the  total  acreage  can  be  taken  out 
of  context  if  not  properly  des- 
cribed as  total  farm  acreage  in 
cane. 
3.  Have  all  sugar  yields  reported  in 
one  value.  Currently  sugar  is 
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reported  in  at  least  three  dif- 
ferent forms,  all  of  which  are  a 
different  number.  As  made,  raw 
value  and  96°  sugar  are  all  dif- 
ferent from  each  other  but  are 
often  interchanged  in  the  repor- 
ting of  yield  data.  The  co-ops  in 
the  state  are  attempting  to  stan- 
dardize with  the  use  of  96°  sugar. 
4.  Where    possible,    have    yield 
reports  come  through  the  League 
Office  rather  than  through  in- 
dividual farmers  or  processors. 
This  sould  cut  out  some  duplica- 
tion of  reporting  and  improve  the 
overall  accuracy. 
By  attempting  to  improve  these  four 
areas  and  by  having  a  more  complete  ac- 
counting  of  all    available    numbers, 
government  reports  should  be  more  ac- 
curate and  do  a  better  job  of  reporting 
the  yield  in  terms  that  apply  to  us.  This 
is    extremely    important    since    these 
numbers  are  often  used  by  economists 
and  others  who  know  a  great  deal  about 
calculating  money  or  reports  but  may 
know  very  little  about  cane  or  sugar. 
This   can   and   in   fact,    has   already 
resulted  in  reports  which  are  distorted 
because  a  figure  was  used  from  an  inap- 
propriate category  or  from  a  unit  of 
measure  such  as  net  tons  which  does  not 
apply  to  this  industry. 

By  standardization  of  yield  report- 
ing and  by  getting  more  complete 
cooperation  from  the  growers  and  pro- 
cessors of  the  industry  we  can  do  a  bet- 
ter job  of  tracking  our  industry's  pro- 
gress and  as  individuals  better  find  the 
areas  that  need  improving.  In  these 
times  when  efficiency  is  the  key  to  sur- 
vival, accurate  history  reports  are  ex- 
tremely important. 
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NOTICE        NOTICE        NOTICE 

Sunshine  Equipment  Company,  Inc.  of 
Donaldsonville,  LA.,  announced  that  an  agree- 
ment was  finalized  on  Thursday,  May  19,  1988, 
to  purchase  Sugar  Belt  Equipment  Company 
of  Thibodaux,  LA.  This  acquisition  will  allow 
Sunshine  Equipment  Company  the  opportunity 
to  continue  the  service  established  by  Sugar 
Belt  in  providing  John  Deere  products  to  area 
customers. 

Immediate  plans  are  to  provide  an  in- 
creased level  of  parts  availability  and  service 
support,  with  the  same  facilities  and  person- 
nel, in  an  effort  to  prepare  for  the  upcoming 
planting  and  harvest  season  with  a  minimal 
amount  of  inconvenience  to  all  area 
customers. 
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LSU  Agricultural  Center  Soil  Testing 

Lab  is  now  Automated  and  Computerized 

and  in  New  Pilot  Program 

By 
Edward  P.  Dunigan,  Professor  and  Head  Department  of  Agronomy 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
LSU  Agricultural  Center 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 


The  LSU  soil  testing  laboratory 
located  in  the  new  agronomy  building 
on  the  LSU  Campus  is  now  completely 
computerized.  The  lab,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  Michael  Amacher  and  Mr. 
Rodney  Henderson,  performs  both 
routine  and  special  analyses  on  soil  and 
water  samples  for  anyone  from  the 
largest  cotton  or  soybean  producer  to  the 
gardener  or  lawn  enthusiast.  Samples 
may  be  submitted  through  your  local 
parish  agent  or  brought  directly  to  the 
lab  in  room  128  of  M.  B.  Sturgis  Hall. 

Once  the  soil  sample  is  logged  into 
the  laboratory,  it  is  dried  at  slightly 
above  room  temperature  for  two  to  three 
days.  Low  temperature  drying  is 
necessary  so  as  not  to  alter  the  amounts 
of  any  of  the  available  plant  nutrients 
in  the  sample.  Water  samples,  of  course, 
are  processed  directly.  Soil  samples  can 
be  dried  in  batches  of  up  to  480,  so  there 
is  never  a  delay  before  the  sample  is 
processed. 

After  drying,  the  sample  is  pulver- 
ized in  a  grinding  mill  equipped  with 
ceramic  plates.  In  the  past,  metal  plates 
were  used  in  this  operation,  but  it  was 
found  that  they  sometimes  left  minute 
traces  of  metals  in  the  powdered 
samples.  This  was  not  desirable  if  non- 
routine  tests  for  minerals  such  as  iron, 
manganese  and  zinc  were  then  run  on 
the  sample. 

The  powedered  samples,  in  groups  of 
120,  are  then  weighed  by  a  new,  stan- 


dard scoop  technique.  These  weights  are 
fed  directly  into  an  IBM  CS/9000  com- 
puter. These  samples  are  then  processed 
for  phosphorus  content  while  duplicate 
samples  are  simultaneously  routed  for 
cation  (sodium,  potassium,  magnesium 
and  calcium)  analyses.  Additional 
samples  go  forward  for  determination  of 
pH,  organic  matter  and  lime  require- 
ment. Samples  are  also  then  taken  for 
any  special  analyses  requested  such  as 
boron,  sulfur,  zinc,  manganese,  iron, 
copper,  aluminum,  arsenic,  nickel,  cad- 
mium, lead,  soluble  salts  or  oil.  These 
analyses  require  unique  extractants  and 
techniques  and  are  handled  separately 
from  the  daily  laboratory  activities. 

Phosphorus  is  determined  by  extrac- 
tion with  a  special  solution  known  as 
Bray  No.  2.  This  solution  is  used  because 
it  allows  results  to  be  compared  with  the 
volumes  of  field  research  data  already 
accumulated  by  soil  fertility  researchers 
in  the  Agronomy  Department.  The  solu- 
tion is  automatically  metered  into  the 
soil  samples,  and  they  are  then  shaken 
on  a  mechanical  shaker.  These,  and  all 
other  shakings,  are  always  run  at  exact 
times,  shaker  speeds  and  temperatures 
to  insure  uniform,  repeatable  results. 

After  the  soil  is  filtered  from  the 
Bray  solution,  the  liquid  is  analyzed  for 
phosphorus  on  a  very  sophisticated  in- 
strument   known    as    an    inductively 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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LSU  SOIL 
TESTING 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

coupled  plasma  spectrophotometer 
(ICP).  This  large  instrument  occupies 
much  of  one  of  the  laboratories  and  costs 
more  than  $100,000.  This  instrument 
can  be  programmed  to  analyze  240 
samples  for  16  different  elements.  The 
analytical  results  are  automatically 
stored  in  an  IBM  AT  computer  system 
located  near  the  ICP. 

Meanwhile  other  analyses  have  also 
been  in  progress.  Concentrated  sulfuric 
acid,  water  and  a  colored  dichromate 
solution  are  automatically  added  to 
samples  for  organic  matter  analysis. 
Mixing  the  chemicals  with  the  soil 
samples  generates  a  great  amount  of 
heat  within  the  container.  The 
dichromate  plus  the  heat  destroys 
(osidizes)  the  organic  matter  in  the  soil 
sample.  This  is  accompanied  by  a  cor- 
responding change  in  the  color  of  the 
solution.  After  settling  overnight,  the 
resultant  residual  color  is  determined  on 
a  new  computerized  digital  read-out 
meter.  This  reading  is  transferred  to  an 
IBM  PC  computer  where  it  is  processed 
by  a  computer  program  written  by  Dr. 
Amacher  to  handle  these  data  and  to 
merge  them  with  the  appropriate  sam- 
ple data  that  is  being  accumulated  from 
other  analyses  for  cations,  pH  and  lime 
requirement. 

Cations  are  extracted  with 
automatically  dispensed  solutions  of  am- 
monuim  acetate.  After  extraction,  these 
are  once  again  determined  on  the  ICP 
and  the  data  are  stored  in  the  computer 
at  the  instrument.  Lime  requirement 
and  pH  are  determined  separately  on  a 
new  Orion  pH  meter  connected  to  the 
IBM  CS9000  computer.  In  the  pH  deter- 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


HUCKABY  ANNOUNCES 
SUGAR  HEARINGS 

Representative  Jerry  Huckaby  CD- 
La.),  Chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Subcommittee  on  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar, 
announced  the  Subcommittee  will  hold 
two  public  hearings  to  review  issues 
related  to  the  import  of  sugar-containing 
products  and  their  impact  on  the  U.S. 
sugar  program.  The  first  hearing  will  be 
held  on  June  22  and  will  be  limited  to 
government  witnesses.  The  General  Ac- 
counting Office  (GAO)  will  be  the  leadofF 
witness  and  will  release  at  that  time  its 
long-awaited  report  on  sugar  blends. 
The  report  is  entitled:  SUGAR  PRO- 
GRAM: Issues  Related  to  the  Import 
of  Sugar-Contining  Products.  In  ad- 
dition to  GAO,  representatives  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
U.S.  Customs  Service,  and  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce  have  been  in- 
vited to  testify. 

A  second  hearing  will  be  held  on 
June  28.  Industry  representatives  and 
other  interested  parties  will  be  invited 
to  testify  at  that  hearing. 

In  announcing  the  hearings  Con- 
gressman Huckaby  said,  "In  many  cases 
these  imports  are  glatant  attempts  to 
circumvent  the  U.S.  sugar  import  quota. 
Not  only  do  they  impair  the  effective 
operation  of  the  U.S.  sugar  program,  but 
they  also  penalize  the  legitimate  sup- 
pliers of  sugar  to  the  U.S.  market, 
primarily  lesser-developed  coutries, 
such  as  the  CBI  nations  and  the  Philip- 
pines." Congressmen  Huckaby  and 
Arlan  Stangeland,  Ranking  Minority 
Member  of  the  Subcommittee,  requested 
last  year  that  the  General  Accounting 
Office  investigate  this  situation  and  the 
report  has  just  been  completed. 


SENATE  FINANCE 

SUBCOMMITTEE  TO 

HOLD  HEARING 

Senator  Spark  Matsunaga  CD- 
Hawaii),  Chairman  of  the  Senate 
Finance  International  Trade  Subcom- 
mittee, has  announced  that  the  Subcom- 
mittee will  hold  a  hearing  June  10  on 
legislation  to  encourage  economic 
development  in  Central  America.  As 
previously  reported  in  the  SUGAR 
BULLETIN,  Senator  Bill  Bradley  (D- 
N.  J.)  had  announced  his  intention  to  of- 
fer a  sugar  amendment  to  a  contra  aid 
bill  which  the  Senate  debated  earlier 
this  year.  The  amendment  would  have 
restored  the  sugar  quota  for  five  Centre ! 
American  countries  to  1982-83  levels 
which  would  have  meant  an  increase  of 
350,000  tons  from  the  current  78,000 
tons  allowed  under  the  quota.  At  the 
time,  Bradley  also  said  these  quotas 
should  subsequently  be  boosted  to  the 
region's  existing  capacity  of  some 
680,000  tons. 

During  consideration  of  the  contra 
aid  bill,  the  Senate  voted  to  bar  any 
amendments  from  being  offered,  and 
Senator  Bradley  withdrew  his  sugar 
amendment.  Subsequently,  he  intro- 
duced it  as  a  separate  bill.  The  Bradley 
bill  will  be  considered  by  the  Interna- 
tional Trade  Subcommittee  at  its  June 
10  hearing.  The  committee  will  receive 
testimony  from  representatives  of  the 
domestic  sugar  industry  as  well  as  the 
Central  American  countries.  Francis 
Morgan,  representing  the  Hawaiian 
Sugar  Planters  Association,  and  Alvin 
Hansen,  representing  the  American 
Sugarbeet  Growers  Association,  will 
testify  at  the  hearings  on  behalf  of  the 
domestic  sugar  industry. 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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TRADE  BILL  VETOED 
BY  PRESIDENT 

President  Reagan  vetoed  the  om- 
nibus trade  bill  May  24,  but  told  Con- 
gress he  would  like  to  sign  a  revised 
trade  bill  this  year.  Reagan  said  he 
vetoed  the  bill  largely  because  of  two 
provisions  —  a  requirement  that  com- 
panies with  100  or  more  employees  give 
60  days'  notice  of  plant  closings  and 
mass  layoffs  and  a  provision  restricting 
exports  of  Alaskan  oil.  A  White  House 
spokesman  said  if  these  two  provisions 
were  removed,  the  President  would 
probably  sign  the  bill. 

Shortly  after  Reagan's  veto,  the 
House  voted  overwhelmingly  to  override 
it  by  a  vote  of  308  to  113.  The  Senate  is 
expected  to  vote  on  the  override  soon  but 
is  not  able  to  be  expected  to  get  the  two- 
thirds  majority  required  for  an  override. 
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1988  INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 

The  U.S.  Sweetener  Producers  Group 
(USSPG)  will  hold  its  Fifth  Annual  In- 
ternational Sweetener  Symposium  from 
July  25  to  27  in  Washington,  D.C.  The 
theme  of  this  year's  symposium  is 
"Speak  Out  on  Sugar."  American  beef, 
cane  and  corn  farmers,  along  with 
others  who  process  and  deliver 
sweeteners  to  the  consumer,  will  discuss 
their  views  on  current  market  condi- 
tions. Members  of  Congress  will  debate 
the  future  of  the  U.S.  Sugar  Program. 
Economists  will  review  the  world  sugar 
situation  and  representatives  of  foreign 
nations  will  offer  their  policy  perspec- 
tives. You'll  also  hear  from  former 
Secretaries  of  Agriculture  on 
"Agricultural  Policy  in  the  Next  Ad- 
ministration." If  you  have  not  registered 
for  the  symposium  and  are  interested  in 
attending,  you  may  contact  the  League 
office  in  Thibodaux  or  the  USSPG  at 
1155  Connecticut  Avenue,  NW,  Suite 
400,  Washington,  DC  20036,  (202) 
457-1437. 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


STANDS  IMPROVING  -  VARIETY  TESTING 


Weather  conditions  during  the  last 
month  have  improved  with  warmer 
nighttime  temperatures  and  have  final- 
ly allowed  cane  to  begin  to  make  some 
good  growth.  Most  areas  have  now 
received  at  least  some  rain  with  some 
areas  of  the  belt  reporting  several  inches 
within  the  last  two  weeks. 

According  to  the  League's  two  field 
agronomists  crop  conditions  have  im- 
proved on  both  sides  of  the  cane  belt. 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  the  League's 
agronomist  stationed  on  the  Bayou 
Lafourche  and  Mississippi  River  side  of 
the  cane  belt  reports  that  the  extended 
dry  weather  has  improved  plant  cane 
stands  and  the  potential  for  at  least  an 
average  crop  is  more  within  sight.  Her- 
man reports  that  growth  measurements 
from  around  the  belt  show  this  crop  to 
be  the  shortest  in  the  last  several  years 
but  with  the  varieties  now  in  produc- 
tion, along  with  decent  weather  condi- 
tions, height  can  be  quickly  made  up. 

Windell  Jackson,  senior  agronomist 
with  the  League  stationed  along  Bayou 
Teche,  reports  that  there  seems  to  be  a 
lot  of  smut  showing  up  in  CP  65-357 
plant  cane  and  stubble  on  the  Teche. 
Windell  reports  that  these  sightings  of 
smut  are  perhaps  the  heaviest  infesta- 
tions seen  at  this  time  of  the  year 
although  none  of  them  appear  to  be 
economically  damaging.  There  still  is 
very  little  smut  being  reported  in  CP 
70-321. 

Overall,  most  growers  are  cautious- 
ly optimistic  about  the  prospects  for 
cane  yields  this  year.  With  the  current 
stands,  it  would  appear  that  cane 
population  is  adequate  to  at  least  repeat 
last  year's  yields  of  over  25  gross  tons 
of  cane  per  acre. 


VARIETY  TESTING 

Louisiana  has  one  breeding  program 
which  is  conducted  cooperatively  by 
members  of  the  Louisiana  State  Univer- 
sity Agricultural  Center,  the  U.S.D.A. 
Agriculture  Research  Service,  and  the 
League,  this  cooperative  program  works 
very  hard  to  develop  varieties  which  can 
help  you  stay  in  business  and  hopefully 
make  more  money.  In  additiion,  the 
breeding  program  selects  varieties 
which  may  not  be  acceptable  as  commer- 
cial canes  (because  they  are  lacking  in 
one  or  two  essential  characteristics)  but 
they  are  very  useful  as  breeding  canes 
(parents  for  new  cane  crosses).  Both  of 
these  objectives  are  always  in  the  mind 
of  the  researchers  who  work  in  the  pro- 
gram and  who  are  among  some  of  the 
best  anywhere  in  the  World.  Not  only  do 
these  scientists  work  to  get  these 
varieties  to  the  industry,  but  they  are 
also  always  working  to  make  the  selec- 
tion program  more  efficient  in  ac- 
complishing these  goals,  especially  in 
these  tough  economic  times.  Currently, 
members  of  all  three  agencies  are  in- 
volved in  a  series  of  meetings  to 
evaluate  the  efficiency  of  the  selection 
program  and  make  it  as  useful  to  the  in- 
dustry as  possible.  The  selection  pro- 
gram has  been  a  good  one  over  the 
years,  and  the  results  of  these  in-house 
studies  will  be  most  beneficial  to  the  in- 
dustry in  maintaining  a  strong  program. 

At  this  time,  this  group  of  scientists 
is  concentrating  on  the  final  stages  of 
the  selection  program,  that  is  the  infield 
and  outfield  test  stages.  Much  of  this 
work  is  dependent  on  the  excellent 
cooperation  received  from  members  of 
the  industry  in  conducting  these  tests. 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Without  this  help,  the  cost  of  the 
breeding  programs  would  be  con- 
siderable higher  than  the  present  ex- 
penditures require. 

The  Louisiana  breeding  program 
has  been  and  continues  to  be  the 
main  research  topic  of  the  industry. 
Although  no  one  variety  is  perfect, 
collectively  they  have  supported  this 
industry  through  poor  weather,  new 
diseases  and  trying  economic  times. 
Maintaining  a  strong  breeding  pro- 
gram, that  works  to  develop  good 
varieties  that  can  keep  us  in 
business,  is  and  will  continue  to  be 
the  major  research  objective. 
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minations,  the  electrode  is  automatical- 
ly rinsed  between  each  sample  to  avoid 
any  cross-contamination.  Results  are 
continually  accumulated  on  the  com- 
puter screen,  stored  on  magnetic  discs 
and  as  a  hard  copy  printout.  With  a  push 
of  a  button,  these  data  are  transferred 
to  the  computer  at  the  ICP,  which  is  the 
point  of  central  information  accumula- 
tion. Lime  requirements  are  read  in  the 
same  manner  after  the  samples  have 
reacted  overnight.  These  lime  and  pH 
data  are  sent  to  the  CS/900  computer, 
at  which  point  all  data  in  this  computer 
are  merged  to  the  AT.  As  a  precau- 
tionary check,  Mr.  Henderson  compares 
all  pH  values  with  the  lime  re- 
quirements just  to  make  sure  that  both 
are  in  reasonable  agreement.  If  he  notes 
abnormal  values  in  either  measure- 
ment, the  analyses  are  repeated.  On 
these  rare  occasions,  the  sample  is 
delayed  an  extra  day  in  the  lab. 

The  entire  process  of  soil  testing  re- 
quires from  five  to  14  days,  depending 
on  the  wetness  of  the  soil  when  it  is 
received  and  how  fast  it  can  be  blended 
into  a  new  batch  of  samples  for  analysis. 
Almost  all  samples  are  in  and  out  of  the 
lab  in  five  to  seven  working  days.  Dr. 
Amacher,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Seale  and 
Mr.  Breithaupt  are  currently  working 
on  new  testing  methods  which  could 
speed  this  up  even  more. 

Once  all  analyses  are  completed,  the 
data  are  transferred  to  the  AT  computer 
located  at  the  ICP.  The  data  are  printed 
out  as  a  hard  copy,  and  all  but  data  from 
sugarcane  growers  are  sent  to  Dr.  Olen 
Curtis,  Soil  Specialist  with  the  Louisi- 
ana Cooperative  Extension  Service,  for 
processing  to  the  local  parish  agent  and 
on  to  the  grower.  These  fertilizer  recom- 
mendations are  based  on  years  of  data 


from  research  conducted  on  the  major 
soil  groups  of  Louisiana,  and  the  entire 
soil  testing  program  is  a  blend  of 
analytical  results  from  the  lab  and  field 
results  from  researchers  of  the  Louisi- 
ana Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
located  in  the  Agronomy  Department 
and  at  the  various  branch  research  sta- 
tion throughout  the  state. 

Since  May  1,  sugarcane  growers 
have  been  participants  in  a  new  pilot 
program.  Dr.  Amacher  has  written  a 
computer  program  that  merges  all  of  the 
analytical  data,  prints  a  summary  of 
these  results  and  makes  the  actual 
recommendations  on  the  same  form. 
Nitrogen,  phosphorus  and  potash  recom- 
mendations are  listed  in  tabular  form  in 
pounds  per  acre  needed  for  both  plant 
cane  and  stubble  cane.  This  is  followed 
by  specific  comments  and  recommenda- 
tions for  lime,  with  or  without 
magnesium,  optimum  pH  and  more 
specific  recommendations  for  N,  P  and 
K,  depending  on  soil  texture,  for  both 
plant  and  stubble  cane.  Split  applica- 
tions of  N,  P  and  K  in  certain  months 
may  also  be  recommended,  and  sulfur 
may  be  recommended  depending  on  the 
soil  analyses. 

Sugarcane  was  selected  because  Dr. 
Amacher  recently  completed  the  com- 
puter program  written  specifically  for 
this  copy.  He  is  presently  working  on 
programs  for  all  of  the  other  major 
agronomic  crops.  He  will  have  programs 
tailored  specifically  to  vegetables,  fruits, 
lawns,  ornamentals  and  home  gardener 
requests.  If  the  sugarcane  pilot  program 
is  successful,  then  anyone  submitting  a 
soil  sample  will  receive  the  same  service 
and  their  laboratory  analyses  will  be 
furnished,  complete  with  recommenda- 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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tions,  to  them.  This  will  arrive  in  the 
mail  usually  less  than  two  weeks  after 
the  sample  was  received  by  the  Soil 
Testing  Laboratory.  A  copy  will  con- 
tinue to  go  to  the  local  county  agent  and 
he  will  still  be  available  for  discussion, 
or  more  specific  recommendations. 

All  of  this  progress  in  the  LSU  Soil 
Testing  program  has  been  possible  by 
the  hard  work  of  many  people.  Dr. 
Amacher  and  his  staff  and  Dr.  Curtis, 
have  spent  many  hours  making  this  new 
service  possible.  It  was  also  aided  by  the 
recent  fee  system  implementation.  It  is 
all  designed  to  give  the  Louisiana 
grower  accurate,  research-backed  infor- 
mation to  achieve  maximum  results 
from  every  dollar  spent  on  fertilizer. 
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English  Tour  Group  Visits  Cane  Area 

By  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 

On  June  9,  1988,  a  group  of  25  English  farmers  visited  Evan  Hall  Sugar  Co- 
op, in  Donaldsonville,  La.  The  group,  consisting  of  wheat,  cotton  and  sugar  beet 
farmers,  was  welcomed  to  Louisiana  by  Mr.  James  Thibaut,  manager  of  the  Co- 
op., and  a  former  President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Mr.  Thibaut  gave 
a  brief  history  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  cane  industry  and  pointed  out  many  of  its 
unique  qualities.  The  group  was  then  treated  to  a  slide  presentation  by  Dr.  Charley 
Richard,  Director  of  Research  and  Field  Representative  for  the  League.  Dr.  Richard 
explained  the  many  practices  employed  in  Louisiana  sugar  cane  culture  and  raw 
processing.  The  group  was  impressed  by  the  specialized  machinery  that  was  in- 
cluded in  Dr.  Richard's  presentation.  Mr.  Kelly  Nix,  General  Manager  of  the 
League,  as  well  as  this  author,  were  on  hand  to  help  answer  questions  during  the 
mill  and  field  tour  that  followed.  The  tour  was  completed  with  a  taste  of  the  final 
product  from  the  raw  sugar  warehouse. 

The  group  had  been  to  many  areas  of  the  country,  touring  different  agricultural 
operations  and  commented  that  the  sugar  industry  was  the  most  interesting.  The 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  always  proud  to  show  off  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  to  others. 
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Planting  Varieties  Susceptible  to  Smut 

By  Jeff  Hoy  and  Mike  Grisham 


Smut  was  first  observed  in  1981 
along  the  Teche.  Since  that  time,  the 
disease  has  spread  throughout  the 
sugarcane  blet.  Smut  has  caused  serious 
yield  losses  in  occasional  fields,  but  thus 
far,  the  effect  on  industry  yields  overall 
has  been  minor.  However,  major 
damage  was  caused  by  the  loss  of  CP 
73-351  and  varieties  with  similar  stub- 
bling  ability  in  the  advanced  stages  of 
the  breeding  program.  Smut  dealt  the 
breeding  program  a  severe  blow  from 
which  it  still  has  not  fully  recovered. 

Growing  resistant  varieties  is  by  far 
the  best  method  for  controlling  smut; 
however,  breeding,  selecting  and  releas- 
ing high-yielding,  resistant  varieties 
takes  years.  Only  four  of  the  varieties 
currently  recommended  for  planting,  CP 
70-321,  CP  70-330,  CP  72-356  and  CP 
72-370,  are  rated  resistant  to  smut.  The 
other  four  recommended  varieties,  CP 
65-357,  CP  74-383,  CP  76-331  and  CP 
79-318,  are  rated  moderately  suscepti- 
ble. Smut  ratings  are  determined  in  an- 
nual breeding  program  tests  in  which 
stalks  of  all  varieties  are  inoculated 
with  a  heavy  concentration  of  smut 
spores  then  planted  and  observed  to 
determine  how  high  smut  infection 
levels  can  get  in  each  variety. 

The  levels  of  disease  occurring  in 
commercial  fields  of  susceptible 
varieties  have  been  monitored  since 
1981.  In  addition,  we  have  conducted 
studies  to  determine  the  rate  of  disease 


increase  from  plant  cane  through  second 
stubble  in  commercial  fields  of  CP 
65-357,  CP  74-383  and  CP  76-331.  The 
highest  rates  of  smut  increase  were 
observed  in  CP  65-357  and  CP  76-331. 
However,  it  appears  that  even  in  these 
varieties,  explosive  smut  build-ups  are 
unlikely.  For  example,  a  plant  cane 
smut  infection  level  of  2%  will  not  in- 
crease to  50%  in  first  stubble.  An  in- 
teraction of  variety  characteristics  and 
environmental  factors,  of  which  winter 
severity  is  most  important,  apparently 
limits  the  rates  of  disease  increase  in 
Louisiana.  This  means  that  if  we  can 
start  out  with  little  or  no  smut  in  plant 
cane,  severe  smut  and  yield  losses  are 
unlikely  to  occur  during  the  crop  cycle. 
On  the  other  hand,  plant  cane  fields 
with  prominent  smut  infections  could 
easily  sustain  economic  yield  losses  by 
second  stubble. 

In  order  to  plant  and  grow  moderate- 
ly susceptible  varieties  successfully, 
farmers  must  take  an  active  role.  The 
secret  is  to  plant  as  close  to  smut-free 
seed  cane  as  possible.  Smut-free  cane 
can  be  obtained  from  heat  treatment. 
Another  option  is  Kleentek  seed  cane 
which  is  inspected  and  certified  by  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  Inspectors  to 
contain  less  than  0.5%  smut.  Plant 
potential  seed  cane  sources  of  suscepti- 
ble varieties  in  cuts  surrounded  by  resis- 
tant varieties  then  monitor  it  closely 
(Continued  on  page  10) 


1  Jeff  Roy  is  a  Plant  Pathologist  in  the  Department  of  Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology,  Lou- 
isiana Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana,  and  Mike  Grisham  is  a  plant  Pathologist  with  the  Sugarcane  Research  Unit, 
Agricultural  Research  Service,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Houma,  Louisiana. 

Mention  of  a  trademark  or  proprietary  product  does  not  constitute  a  guarantee  or  warranty  of  the 
product  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  does  not  imply  its  approval  to  the  exclusion 
of  other  products  that  may  also  be  suitable. 


JULY  1,  1988 


Zeringue  Drum  Cane  Planter 

Ferguson  one  row  Tiller 
and  row  opener 

International  480  Disk  Arrow 

(504)  369-7382 

Ray  Landry 


Patronize 

the 

Advertisers 

Who  Patronize 

THE 

SUGAR 

BULLETIN 


NEW  7610  FORD 

•  86  PTO  hp. 

•  4-Wheel  Drive 

•  13.6/38  R2  Front  &  Rear 

•  4435  Lbs.  Lift  Cap. 

•  540/1000  Ind.  PTO 

•  31 .2  in  Draw  Bar  Clearance 

•  3  Row  Cultivation 

•  Drain  Cleaning  — 
Cain  Hauling 

All  Purpose  Cane  Tractor 


Financing 
Available 


Ford 
Credit 


rs 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 


Baton  Rouge 
504-355-7716 


Houma 
504-876-2280 


Lafayette 
318-837-2763 


Telex  784032 


FAX  872-9596 


f\EWHOLLA/\D 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


POLL  SHOWS  AMERICANS 

OVERWHELMINGLY  SUPPORT 

U.S.  SUGAR  POLICY 

A  substantial  majority  of  Americans 
—  73  percent  —  support  protection  of  the 
U.S.  sugar  industry  by  limiting  imports 
of  foreign  sugar,  according  to  a  national 
survey  released  June  19.  The  survey 
also  shows  that  75  percent  favor  contin- 
uing the  current  policy  of  supporting 
prices  for  domestically  produced  sugar. 
The  national  survey,  conducted  by  Cam- 
bridge Reports,  Inc.,  between  May  6  and 
May  22  among  a  scientifically  selected 
sample  of  1,500  adult  Americans,  was 
designed  to  reflect  the  overall 
population. 

When  asked  why  they  support  U.S. 
sugar  policy,  54  percent  cited  the  need 
to  save  farm  jobs  and  27  percent  said  the 
policy  helps  to  keep  business  in  the 
United  States.  In  the  area  of  foreign 
trade,  73  percent  said  they  favor  a  policy 
that  expands  the  domestic  market  for 
American  farmers  at  the  expense  of  U.S. 
allies.  Only  14  percent  said  they  favor 
a  policy  that  increases  imports  at  the  ex- 
pense of  American  farmers.  The  poll  also 
reveals  that  62  percent  of  Americans 
believe  that  reducing  sugar  supports 
would  result  in  increased  profits  for  ma- 
jor food  processors  and  soft  drink  bot- 
tlers, not  in  increased  savings  for 
consumers. 

On  the  subject  of  jobs,  71  percent 
agree  that  protecting  the  American 
farmers  and  thousands  of  other  jobs 
related  to  sugar  production  is  worth  the 
price  for  sugar  in  the  supermarket.  A 
total  of  63  percent  believe  that  reducing 
sugar  supports  will  cost  thousands  of 
sugar-producing  jobs  on  the  farm  and  in 
related  industries.  Regarding  foreign 
competition,    73    percent    agree    that 


America's  sugar  farmers  need  a  support 
program  until  other  sugar-producing  na- 
tions are  willing  to  compete  fairly  on  the 
world  market. 

SENATE  FINANCE 

SUBCOMMITTEE  HOLDS 

HEARING  ON  BRADLEY  BILL 

The  Senate  Finance  Committee's  In- 
ternational Trade  Subcommittee, 
chaired  by  Senator  Spark  Matsunaga 
(D-Hawaii),  held  a  hearing  June  10  on 
legislation,  S.  2252,  introduced  by 
Senator  Bill  Bradley  (D-N.J.)  to  en- 
courage economic  development  in  Cen- 
tral America.  Included  in  the  Bradley 
bill  is  a  provision  to  increase  the  sugar 
import  quota  for  four  Central  American 
countries  to  their  1982-83  levels  which 
would  have  meant  an  increase  of 
350,000  tons  from  the  current  78,000 
tons  allowed  under  the  quota.  Bradley 
also  said  these  quotas  should  subse- 
quently be  boosted  to  the  region's 
capacity  of  some  680,000  tons.  The  four 
countries  are  Costa  Rica,  El  Salvador, 
Guatemala  and  Honduras. 

The  Subcommittee  received 
testimony  from  Administration 
witnesses  from  the  USDA,  Treasury  and 
State  Department  as  well  as  from 
representatives  of  Costa  Rica  and  Hon- 
duras. Testifying  on  behalf  of  the 
domestic  sugar  industry  were  Alvin 
Hansen,  Chairman  of  the  Minn-Dak 
Farmers  Cooperative  from  Baker,  Min- 
nesota, and  Francis  Morgan,  Chairman 
of  the  Hawaiian  Sugar  Planters  Associa- 
tion. Hansen  and  Morgan  pointed  out 
that  although  the  U.S.  sugar  program 
is  a  success,  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
sponsors  of  the  bill  to  destroy  the  sugar 
program  and  to  dismantle  the  industry 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE,  JULY  10  -  PARISH  EXTENSION  FIELD  DAYS 


The  Contact  Committee  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  will  hold 
its  annual  meeting  on  July  20,  1988,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Sixth  Annual 
L.S.U.  Area  Sugarcane  Field  Day.  The 
Contact  Committee  is  a  long  standing 
committee  of  the  League  which  con- 
tinues to  serve  the  industry  by  providing 
a  forum  for  scientists  to  discuss  their 
research  with  the  growers,  processors 
and  interested  members  of  the  cane  in- 
dustry. Fifty  years  ago  the  Contact  Com- 
mittee used  to  meet  on  the  second  Fri- 
day of  every  month.  All  industry 
members  were  invited  to  attend  these 
sessions,  which  included  a  general 
debate  relative  to  the  best  practices  to 
follow,  the  most  timely  activities  to 
engage  in,  and  the  newest  ideas  and 
discoveries  of  scientists  and  laymen 
alike. 

Over  the  years  the  Contact  Commit- 
tee has  changed  somewhat,  although  its 
purpose  remains  the  same;  to  bring  to 
the  members  of  the  industry,  in  a  clear 
and  informative  manner,  the  research 
results  of  the  scientists.  Today,  the  Con- 
tact Committee  meets  annually,  alter- 
nating one  year  at  LSU  and  the  next  at 
USDA.  This  year  the  meeting  will  be 
held  at  the  St.  Gabriel  Research  Station 
of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  in  St.  Gabriel,  La.  on  July  20 
beginning  promptly  at  9:30  a.m.  Since 
the  LSU  Area  Sugarcane  Field  Day  is 
also  held  at  this  time  of  the  year,  the  two 
events  will  be  held  simultaneously. 
Registration  will  begin  at  8:00  a.m. 
Following  the  completion  of  the  field 
tour  of  sugarcane  research  plots,  an 
assembly  will  be  held  with  lunch  and 
refreshments.  Growers,  processors  and 
all  interested  parties  in  the  sugar  in- 


dustry should  plan  now  to  attend  this 
important  meeting.  The  complete  agen- 
da of  the  Contact  Committee  and  the 
LSU  Area  Field  Day  are  as  follows: 

8:00  to  9:30  a.m. 

Registration— St.  Gabriel  Research 
Station 

9:30  a.m. 

Moderator— Dr.  Don  Fontenot, 

LSU  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
Welcome— Charles  Richardson, 

St.  Gabriel  Research  Station 
Comments— 
Dan  Duplantis, 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Macon  Faulkner,  LSU  Agricultural 

Experiment  Station 
Field  Tour- 
Herbicide  Incorporation— 

Dr.  James  Griffin 
Sub-soiling— Dr.  Ray  Ricaud 
Aphid-Insecticide  Interaction— 

Dr.  T.E.  Reagan 
Chemical  Cane  Ripeners— 

Dr.  F.A.  Martin 
Keeping  Disease-Free  Cane  Clean— 

Dr.  Jeff  Hoy 
Assembly— American  Legion  Home, 

St.  Gabriel,  La. 
Host— Larry  Brock, 

St.  John  Parish  County  Agent 
Introduction  of  Guests— 

Dr.  Denver  T.  Loupe,  Louisiana 

Cooperative  Extension  Service 
Comments— J.  Kelly  Nix, 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Introduction  of  Guest  Speaker, 

Dr.  H.  Rouse  Caffey,  LSU  Agricultural 

Experiment  Station 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


Guest  Speaker— 

Honorable  Clyde  Holloway, 

Congressman, 

8th  Congressional  District 
Presentation  of  High  Yield 
Certificates  by  Parish  Agents 

Iberville— Louis  Favron 

Pointe  Coupee— Miles  Brashier 


West  Baton  Rouge— Harry  L  Laws 
St.  John  the  Baptist— Larry  Brock 

Invocation— 

Dr.  Kenneth  W.  Tipton, 
LSU  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station 

Meal  and  Refreshments 


PARISH  EXTENSION  FIELD  DAYS 

The  Parish  Field  Days  are  an  important  function  of  the  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service  in  that  they  provide  for  demonstrations  of  recommended  practices  in 
sugarcane  production.  It  is  important  that  growers  and  processors  try  to  attend 
these  functions  in  their  own  Parish  to  not  only  hear  about  and  see  these  recom- 
mended practices  but  also  recognize  the  high  yield  winners  in  each  parish.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  field  days  that  have  been  scheduled  for  this  year. 


Date 


Parish 


Time 


Location 


July  20 

LSU  Area  (St.  John, 
Iberville,  Pointe 
Couppe,  W.  Baton 
Rouge) 

8:00  a.m. 

St.  Gabriel  Station 

July  21 

Lafourche 

4:00  p.m. 

Southcoast,  Raceland 

July  26 

Assumption 

2:00  p.m. 

Belle  Alliance, 
Belle  Rose 

July  28 

Iberia 

5:00  p.m. 

Judice  Pltg.  Co., 
Loreauville 

July  29 

Terrebonne 

8:45  a.m. 

Sheriffs  Camp, 
Houma 

August  3 

St.  Mary 

4:00  p.m. 

American  Legion  Hall, 
Franklin 

August  4 

St.  James 

2:00  p.m. 

St.  James  High 
School,  St.  James 

August  5 

St.  Martin 

2:00  p.m. 

Levert  St.  John, 
St.  Martinville 

Palo  Alto, 
Donaldsonville 
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Planting  Varieties  Susceptible  to  Smut 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


during  late  May,  June  and  July.  Rogue- 
ing  of  very  low  levels  of  infection  will  be 
worth  the  effort.  The  best  time  for  rogue- 
ing  is  early  June.  It  does  not  do  any  good 
to  kill  infected  stools  after  they  have 
already  produced  and  released  spores.  If 
smut  levels  exceed  2C/C,  the  cane  should 
not  be  used  for  seed.  Heat-treated  cane 
and  Kleentek  susceptible  varieties  will 
become  re-infected,  so  it  is  important  to 
establish  a  clean  seed  source  every  year. 
On  farms  with  a  smut  problem,  one  or 
two  increases  is  probably  all  that  you 
will  get  from  heat-treated  or  Kleentek 
seed. 

Until  the  breeding  program  can 
select  and  release  more  resistant 
varieties,  the  industry  needs  the  smut 
susceptible  varieties  CP  65-357,  CP 
74-383.  CP  76-331  and  CP  79-318.  If  you 


grow  these  varieties,  you  can  expect  to 
see  smut  in  them.  However,  all  of  the 
evidence  we  have  at  this  time  suggests 
that  they  can  be  grown  without  suffer- 
ing significant  yield  losses  IF  a  clean 
seed  program  is  used  and  seed  sources 
are  monitored  and  selected  carefully. 
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FARM  CREDIT  SERVICES 
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CO.,  INC. 
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ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMPSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

RAYNE  STATE  BANK 

AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  129 

Rayne,  LA.  70578 
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We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


HUCKABY  HOLDS  HEARINGS 
ON  SUGAR  BLENDS 

Representative  Jerry  Huckaby  CD- 
LA),  Chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Subcommittee  on  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar 
held  two  public  hearings  on  the  impor- 
tation of  sugar-containing  products  and 
their  impact  on  the  U.S.  sugar  program. 
At  the  initial  hearing  on  June  22,  which 
was  limited  to  government  witnesses, 
representatives  from  the  General  Ac- 
counting Office  (GAO),  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  (USDA),  Commerce 
Department  and  U.S.  Customs  Service 
testified. 

At  the  hearing,  GAO  released  its 
long-awaited  report  on  sugar  blends, 
which  had  been  requested  by  Huckaby 
and  Representative  Arlan  Stangeland 
(R-MN)  over  a  year  ago.  GAO  findings 
included:  (1)  In  1986,  an  estimated 
265,000  tons  to  307,000  tons  of  sugar 
may  have  displaced  domestic  sugar  by 
entering  the  United  States  in  sugar- 
containing  products  under  46  tariff 
categories;  (2)  The  amount  of  sugar  in 
products  imported  under  the  46  tariff 
categories  in  1986  was  more  than  dou- 
ble that  in  1982.  Some  individual  pro- 
ducts, such  as  bulk  sweetened  chocolate 
bars  and  certain  gelatin  mixes,  in- 
creased more  than  tenfold  during  that 
time  period.  GAO  said  one  reason  for 
this  increase  was  the  complexity  of  the 
tariff  schedules  which  "allow 
resourceful  businesses  to  'tailor'  sugar- 
containing  products  to  fit  under  dif- 
ferent tariff  categories.";  (3)  Of  the  ad- 
ditional sugar  that  entered  U.S.  com- 
merce in  sugar-containing  products  in 
1986,  about  40,000  tons  were  in  products 
blended  in  Foreign  Trade  Zones  (FTZ); 
and,  (4)  At  some  FTZs  Customs  paper- 
work controls  and  enforcement  efforts 


were  not  always  sufficient  to  ensure 
compliance  with  Customs  laws  and 
regulations. 

GAO  reported  that  options  available 
to  the  President  to  limit  the  importation 
of  sugar-containing  products  include  (1) 
extending  additional  import  restrictions 
through  import  quotas  or  fees  to  sugar- 
containing  products  under  existing 
authority  where  such  imports  are  judg- 
ed to  be  interfering  with  the  U.S.  sugar 
program  and  (2)  submitting  legislative 
proposals  to  rewrite  tariff  schedule 
descriptions  to  close  loopholes. 


SENATE  COMMITTEE  CLEARS 
MINIMUM  WAGE  BILL 

A  compromise  bill  raising  the 
federal  minimum  wage  to  $4.55  per 
hour  over  the  next  three  years  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Senate  Labor  Committee 
without  debate.  Under  a  compromise 
worked  out  by  Democrats  and  organized 
labor,  the  current  $3.35  hourly 
minimum  wage  would  increase  40  cents 
in  each  of  the  next  three  years  to  $3.75 
in  1989;  $4.15  in  1990;  and  not  less  than 
$4.55  in  1991.  The  small-business  ex- 
emption would  be  raised  from  the  cur- 
rent $362,000  in  gross  revenues  to 
$500,000.  It  is  expected  that 
Republicans  will  try  to  amend  the  bill 
to  keep  the  minimum  wage  under  $4 
when  it  reaches  the  Senate  floor, 
possibly  in  mid-July.  Earlier  this  year, 
a  House  committee  reported  a  bill  to 
raise  the  minimum  wage  to  $5.05  over 
four  years,  but  it  has  not  been  cleared 
for  floor  action.  However,  the  sponsors 
of  the  bill  have  said  they  will  amend 
their  bill  to  match  the  Senate  figure  of 
$4.55. 
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Thibodaux  Sugar  Farmer, 
Jerry  McKee,  gives  Testimony  before 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Subcommittee  on  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  At  the  second  hearing  of  the  House  Agriculture  Sub- 
committee on  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar  held  on  June  28,  1988,  in  Washington 
DC,  testimony  was  received  from  Public  witnesses.  Jerome  McKee,  a 
Thibodaux  sugarcane  farmer  and  Vice  Chairman  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  was  the  lead-off  witness.  He  was  accompanied  by  the  former 
Legislative  Chairman  Mr.  P.  J.  "Pete"  deGravelles,  Jr.  of  Franklin,  Lou- 
isiana. Also  testifying  were  representatives  of  the  sugarbeet  industry,  the 
American  and  Louisiana  Farm  Bureaus,  Amstar  Sugar  Corporation,  El 
Salvador,  the  Philippine  Food  Processors  and  Exports  Organization  and 
the  National  Association  of  Foreign  Trade  Zones.  Following  is  the  com- 
plete testimony  of  Mr.  McKee: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Subcommittee: 

My  name  is  Jerome  S.  McKee.  I  am  a  sugar  cane  farmer  from  Thibodaux,  Lou- 
isiana. I  am  testifying  today  in  my  capacity  as  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Legislative 
Committee  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.  The  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  is  a  trade  association  whose  members  include  all  of  the  raw 
sugar  processors  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  farmers  who  produce  approximate- 
ly 95  percent  of  the  sugar  cane  grown  in  Louisiana.  Accompanying  me  is  Mr.  P.J. 
deGravelles,  Jr.,  the  immediate  past  Chairman  of  the  Legislative  Committee  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

We  very  much  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  present  our  views  on  what  we 
feel  is  a  very  serious  issue  confronting  the  domestic  sugar  industry.  For  a  number 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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2903  West  Main  Street 
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ASSCT  FLORIDA  MEETING 


By  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 


The  eighteenth  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  was  held  on  June  16  and 
17,  1988  in  Clearwater  Beach,  Florida. 
Many  Louisiana  researchers  and  in- 
dustry representatives  were  in  atten- 
dance for  the  two  day  meeting  which 
proved  to  be  very  informative.  The  joint 
meeting  between  Louisiana  and  Florida 
provides  a  forum  for  discussion  and  en- 
courages the  exchange  of  ideas  for  the 
advancement  of  the  sugar  industry.  This 
arrangement  has  proved  to  be  beneficial 
to  both  state's  industries  through  the 
years. 

Several  Louisiana  researchers 
presented  data  on  the  latest  research 
topics  of  interest.  In  the  Agricultural 
section,  papers  on  weed  control  studies 
were  presented  by  Dr.  Rex  Millhollen 
and  Dr.  Ed  Richard  of  the  USDA 
Sugar  Cane  Research  Unit  in  Houma, 
La.  Dr.  Millhollen  presented  data  from 
a  study  on  three  preemergence  her- 
bicides which  have  potential  for  control 
of  itchgrass,  johnsongrass  and  brown  top 
panicum,  while  Dr.  Richard  reviewed 
results  from  a  study  done  on  three  crop- 
herbicide  fallow  programs  to  control 
johnsongrass. 

Dr.  Bill  White,  of  the  USDA  Sugar 
Cane  Research  Unit  presented  data  on 
the  progress  of  his  research  on  breeding 
for  borer  resistance,  while  Rick  Bessin 
of  the  LSU-AES/Entomology  Depart- 
ment showed  some  reasons  why  varying 
degrees  of  sugarcane  borer  resistance 
exists  among  varieties.  A  review  of  the 
tissue  culture  work  conducted  at  the 
USDA  Houma  station  was  presented  by 
Dr.  Mike  Grisham.  The  efficiency  of 
regeneration  from  leaf  tissue  and  shoot 
tip  procedures  were  shown  in  his  report. 

Ever  since  smut  has  appeared  in 


Louisiana,  this  disease  has  been  an  im- 
portant research  topic.  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy  of 
the  LSU-AES/Pathology  Department 
reported  on  the  work  he  is  involved  in 
to  evaluate  some  sugarcane  traits 
associated  with  smut  resistance  which 
could  help  researchers  understand  why 
smut  affects  some  varieties,  but  not 
others. 

Drs.  F.A.  Martin,  Scott  Milligan 
and  Kenneth  Gravois  of  the  LSU- 
AES/Agronomy  Department  reviewed 
data  from  some  of  their  studies  involv- 
ing variety  selection  and  development 
conducted  at  the  Sugar  Station.  Dr. 
Martin  reviewed  the  options  involved  in 
improving  sugarcane  varieties  in  Lou- 
isiana. Deciding  which  varieties  to  use 
as  parents  in  the  breeding  program,  has 
been  made  easier  by  the  use  of  com- 
puters. Dr.  Milligan  demonstrated  that 
a  computer  program  used  to  generate 
pedigrees  on  sugarcane  varieties  could 
be  used  to  help  make  these  decisions. 
Also  of  interest  in  sugarcane  selection 
is  the  role  of  stalk  density,  pith  and  tube 
which  Kenneth  Gravois  addressed  in 
his  presentation.  Varieties  were  also 
discussed  in  a  joint  Agricultural- 
Manufacturing  section  by  Dr.  Ben 
Legendre  and  Hugh  Fanguy  of  the 
USDA  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  in 
Houma.  Dr.  Legendre  discussed  the  af- 
fects that  varieties,  weather  conditions 
and  management  decisions  had  on  the 
record  sugar  yields  of  1987,  while  Mr. 
Fanguy  reviewed  yield  data  for  the  new 
variety  CP  79-318,  in  infield  variety 
tests.  Also  of  interest  was  a  presenta- 
tion by  J.A.  Breithaupt  of  LSU- 
AES/Agronomy  Department  in  which 
results  from  a  study  involving  the  addi- 

(Continued  on  page  7) 


6 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Zeringue  Drum  Cane  Planter 

Ferguson  one  row  Tiller 
and  row  opener 

International  480  Disk  Harrow 
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ASSCT  FLORIDA 
MEETING 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

tion  of  by-product  gypsum  to  a  sharky 
clay  soil  were  reviewed. 

In  addition  to  these  presentations,  a 
grower's  forum  was  held  which  provided 
an  opportunity  for  growers  to  review 
harvesting  and  loading  systems  used  in 
Louisiana  and  Florida.  Among  the 
speakers  were  Roland  Talbot,  Lou- 
isiana Division  President,  who  pre- 
sented the  history  of  mechanical  cane 
loading  systems  in  Louisiana,  high- 
lighting some  improvements  made  on 
the  chain  piler  and  parallel  closing  grab, 
and  David  Allain  who  talked  about 
some  of  the  adaptations  he  has  worked 
with  to  help  the  2  row  harvester  cut 
lodged  cane  more  effectively. 

(See  photos  —  pages  8-9) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

FLOYD  ROBICHAUX  -  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANTS  - 
WEATHER  AND  THE  CROP 


Mr.  Floyd  Robichaux,  agricultural 
research  technician  with  the  USDA  Sta- 
tion in  Houma  passed  away  on  June  27, 
1988.  Only  45  years  of  age,  Floyd  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife  Betty  and  sons  Ricky, 
Brien  and  Jeff.  Floyd  had  worked  in  the 
Louisiana  breeding  and  selection  pro- 
gram for  at  least  25  years  and  had  been 
a  part  of  the  single  stool  selection  team 
for  most  of  this  time  working  with  Dr. 
Dick  Breaux  in  Houma.  Floyd  was 
directly  involved  with  the  selection  and 
testing  of  the  last  dozen  varieties  re- 
leased to  the  Louisiana  cane  industry. 
In  recent  years  he  has  also  spent  con- 
siderable time  in  the  outfield  testing 
stage  of  the  breeding  program.  Floyd 
was  a  dedicated  researcher,  always  look- 
ing for  the  best  variety  to  give  to  the  in- 
dustry. Floyd  Robichaux,  a  true  friend 
of  the  industry  and  of  all  his  fellow 
researchers,  will  be  sadly  missed. 

TECHNICAL  ASSISTANTS 

The  death  of  one  of  this  industries 
dedicated  technicians  gives  us  an  oppor- 
tunity to  reflect  on  the  many  research 
associates,  technicians,  and  research 
assistants  who  perform  yeoman's  ser- 
vice to  this  industry  but  very  seldom 
ever  get  into  the  limelight.  These 
dedicated  individuals  and  their  con- 
tributions to  this  industry  are 
monumental  and  should  be  recognized. 
A  sincere  thanks  from  the  industry  goes 
out  to  these  numerous  individuals  at 
both  the  LSU  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  and  the  USDA  Station. 

WEATHER  AND  THE  CROP 

As  everyone  realizes  there  is  a 
severe  drought  which  has  gripped  much 


of  the  nation's  farm  belt  and  is  causing 
havoc  with  farm  production  and  com- 
modity prices.  This  drought  has  been  oc- 
curring for  most  of  June  and  is  now 
predicted  to  extend  into  much  of  July 
with  no  real  end  in  sight,  according  to 
metrological  experts.  These  scientists 
know  what  is  causing  the  drought,  but 
they  don't  know  why  it  is  occurring  nor 
can  they  accurately  predict  its  severity 
or  geographic  spread. 

Normally,  during  this  time  of  the 
year,  the  jet  stream  (strong,  high 
altitude  winds)  edges  to  the  northern 
part  of  the  U.S.  mainland  which  carries 
moisture  inland  from  the  Pacific  North- 
west. At  this  same  time,  storms  are 
pulled  into  the  nation  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  According  to  scientists  with  the 
National  Weather  Service,  during  1988, 
the  jet  stream  has  split  in  two  with  one 
stream  steering  towards  the  north  in 
Canada  with  the  second  moving  south 
of  the  continental  U.S.  The  northern  jet 
stream  carries  pacific  storms  north  of 
the  Farm  Belt  while  the  southern 
stream  blocks  gulf  storms  from  moving 
north.  Trapped  in  the  middle  is  a  high 
pressure  system  which  has  clockwise 
pattern  winds  which  causes  dry  air  to 
gradually  descend  to  the  ground.  To  fur- 
ther aggravate  the  situation,  under 
drought  conditions  there  is  reduced 
ground  moisture  to  evaporate  from  the 
ground.  Normally,  evaporation  would 
cause  a  cooling  of  the  air  temperature, 
much  like  the  cooling  sensation  you  get 
from  sweating  or  after  getting  out  of  a 
pool  when  the  water  on  the  skin 
evaporates.  During  a  drought,  with 
reduced  evaporation,  the  temperature 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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rises  from  reduced  ground  evaporation 
and  forms  fewer  clouds  because  of  the 
reduced  water  leaving  earth's  surface. 
This  results  in  hotter  and  hotter  condi- 
tions which  can  tend  to  perpetuate  the 
drought  conditions. 

Long  range  forecasts  call  for  the 
drought  to  continue  through  at  least 
July  with  some  scientists  predicting 
that  rainfall  may  be  spotty  through  at 
least  September.  Other  scientists  feel 
that  the  worst  areas  affected  by  the 
drought  may  drift  south  and  east. 

The  drought  which  has  affected 
much  of  the  interior  of  the  continental 
U.S.  has  not  affected  the  Louisiana  cane 
belt  as  badly.  The  northern  portion  of 
the  cane  area,  along  with  some  isolated 
portions  of  the  belt  have  missed  some  of 
the  rains  which  recently  have  fallen,  but 
at  least  80%  of  the  area  has  now 
reported  rainfall  amounts  during  the 
last  week  of  June  and  first  week  of  July 
adequate  for  good  growth. 

The  sugarcane  belt  in  South  Lou- 
isiana normally  experiences  a  dry 
spring  or  early  summer  which  is 
beneficial  for  tillering.  Following  an  ex- 
tremely wet  first  four  months  of  the 
year,  1988  was  excellent  for  tillering 
with  a  dry  May  and  June  (January 
through  April  totaled  about  14  inches 
more  than  normal  while  May  and  June 
totaled  6.45  inches  less  than  normal  at 
the  USDA  Station  in  Houma).  Although 
rainfall  during  June  was  below  normal, 
the  number  of  rainy  days  during  the 
month  was  above  normal.  The  majority 
of  the  June  rain  fell  in  the  coastal 
parishes  and  during  the  later  part  of  the 
month. 

Strong  sunlight  conditions  have 
made  for  rapid  growth  in  only  the  last 


week  of  June  and  through  the  first  week 
of  July.  Plant  cane  growth 
measurements  of  5  to  12  inches  per 
week  have  been  recorded  in  some  areas 
for  these  last  two  weeks.  Plant  heights 
for  much  of  the  belt  are  still  much 
shorter  than  normal,  with  some  growers 
reporting  the  shortest  crop  on  their 
records.  Older  stubble  is  still  very  short 
in  many  areas  and  is  growing  at  a 
slower  rate.  Several  growers  report  that 
CP  74-383  and  CP  72-370  are  suffering 
worse  than  other  varieties.  If  intermit- 
tent rains  accompanied  by  strong 
sunlight  conditions  occur  during  the 
next  two  months,  average  plant  heights 
may  be  obtained.  If  excellent  growth 
conditions  are  not  obtained  then  the 
crop  might  not  reach  current  optimistic 
expectations. 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

New,  Used,  and  Rebuilt 

Hi-crop  and  Row-crop 

Tractor  parts 

We  buy  used  tractors  and 

Farm  Equipment  in  any 

condition. 

We  buy  salvage  tractors 
for  cash. 

Jeanerette,  Louisiana 
318-276-3453 


JULY  15,  1988 


11 


Thibodaux  Sugar  Farmer  Testifies 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


of  years  it  has  been  well  known  that 
large  quantities  of  foreign  sugar  in  ex- 
cess of  the  established  import  quotas 
have  been  blended  with  non-sugar  pro- 
ducts, imported  into  the  United  States 
and  sold  on  the  domestic  market.  We 
have  seen  figures  estimating  the 
amount  of  such  excess  sugar  to  be  as 
high  as  800,000  tons  per  year.  We  con- 
gratulate the  Subcommittee  for  its 
foresight  in  having  the  General 
Accounting  Office  conduct  its  recently 
released  study  relating  to  this  subject. 
Although  we  feel  the  amount  of  sugar 


containing  products  or  blends  without 
first  recognizing  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinuing the  sugar  program  in  substan- 
tially its  present  form. 

Simply  put,  the  sugar  program 
works.  It  provides  domestic  procedures 
and  processors  an  adequate  return  for 
their  products;  it  assures  the  American 
consumer  of  a  reliable  source  of  sugar 
at  a  stable  and  reasonable  price;  and  it 
assures  continued  employment  for 
thousands  of  field  and  factory  workers, 
all  at  no  cost  to  the  federal  government. 
Without  a  federal  sugar  program  the 


imported  into  the  United  States  in 
sugar-containing  products  was  greater 
in  1986  than  the  265,000  to  307,000  tons 
estimated  by  the  GAO,  we  recognize  the 
difficulties  the  GAO  had  in  attempting 
to  establish  a  precise  figure.  Other  than 
our  reservations  concerning  its  tonnage 
estimate,  we  feel  the  GAO  report  ac- 
curately presents  the  problems  caused 
by  the  import  of  blends. 

Gentlemen,  we  realize  that  the  scope 
of  this  hearing  today  does  not  include  a 
consideration  of  the  overall  merit  of  the 
U.S.  sugar  program.  However,  it  is  im- 
possible to  fully  appreciate  the  serious 
negative   effects   of  importing   sugar- 


economy  of  Louisiana  and  many  of  the 
other  eighteen  or  nineteen  states  in 
which  sugar  is  produced  would  be 
devasted. 

Of  particular  significance  to  this 
Subcommittee  today  is  the  fact  that  the 
U.S.  sugar  program,  through  its  import 
quota  system,  also  provides  an  assured 
market  for  foreign  sugar,  particularly 
sugar  produced  in  less  developoed, 
friendly,  nations.  In  order  for  our  sugar 
program  to  continue  to  function  in  its 
present  form,  it  is  necessary  that  those 
less  developed  nations  receive  reason- 
able import  quotas.  Today  the  import 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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quota  for  foreign  produced  raw  sugar  is 
750,000  tons.  Many  of  the  importing  na- 
tions feel  that  figure  is  too  low.  A  signifi- 
cant factor  which  has  led  to  the  recent 
reduction  in  the  import  quota  has  been 
the  increase  in  the  amounts  of  sugar  in 
excess  of  the  quota  entering  this  coun- 
try in  blends  and  being  sold  on  the  U.S. 
market.  Significant  quantities  of  that 
sugar  apparently  originate  in  more 
developed  nations  which  have  little  need 
of  our  markets  and  even  in  countries 
which  are  not  legally  permitted  to  trade 
on  our  markets,  such  as  communist  bloc 
nations.  By  curtailing  or  significantly 
decreasing  the  amount  of  blended  sugar 
being  sold  in  this  country,  a  means  will 
be  provided  for  increasing  the  import 
quotas  available  to  friendly  nations 
whose  economies  sorely  named  U.S. 
markets.  Such  an  increase  in  quotas 
would  greatly  facilitate  the  continued 
successful  operation  of  the  sugar 
program. 

Based  upon  the  recent  GAO  report, 
it  appears  that  the  source  of  the  blends 
problem  stems  primarily  from  loopholes 
in  our  system  of  tariffs,  ingenious  and 
perhaps  sometimes  illegal  operations 
within  our  Foreign  Trade  Zones  (FTZ) 
and  insufficient  enforcement  efforts  by 
customs  officials.  As  pointed  out  by  the 
GAO,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture has  previously  recommended 
that  blending  operations  not  be  permit- 
ted in  FTZ's.  However,  various  com- 
panies which  were  then  engaged  in 
blending  operations  were  "grand- 
fathered" and  thus  have  been  permitted 
to  continue  such  operations.  We  strong- 
ly feel  that  the  "grandfathered"  status 
of  those  companies  should  be  withdrawn 
and  that  blending  within  FTZ's  should 
be  terminated. 


Additionally,  the  GAO  report  cites 
specific  examples  of  tariff  loopholes 
which  permit  the  low  duty  and  even 
duty-free  importing  of  blended  sugar- 
containing  products.  Those  loopholes 
have  caused  a  vast  increase  in  the  im- 
port of  such  low  duty  or  duty-free  pro- 
ducts and  a  decrease  in  the  import  of  the 
same  products  in  different  forms.  We 
therefore  also  suggest  that  a  careful 
evaluation  of  our  tariff  schedules  be  con- 
ducted and  that  legislation  be  enacted 
eliminating  those  loopholes. 

It  is  also  apparent  that  in  various  in- 
stances U.S.  customs  officials  have  fail- 
ed to  enforce  controls  over  sugar  enter- 
ing FTZ's,  thus  permitting  sugar  to  be 
sold  on  the  U.S.  market  without  being 
charged  against  the  applicable  quota. 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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While  we  certainly  realize  that  our 
customs  officials  are  faced  with  a 
monumental  problem  in  attempting  to 
curtail  the  flow  of  illegal  drugs  into  this 
country,  we  do  urge  that  a  greater  effort 
be  made  to  enforce  existing  laws 
relating  to  the  import  of  sugar. 

Moreover,  Gentlemen,  the  GAO 
report  cites  specific  instances  of  criminal 
action  on  the  part  of  certain  companies 
who  operate  within  FTZ's  designed  to 
circumvent  our  tariff  schedules  and  im- 
port quotas.  While  criminal  investiga- 
tions may  be  underway  regarding  the 
companies  in  question,  we  suggest  that 
a  more  effective  way  of  preventing  such 
criminal  activity  would  be  to  hold  the 
FTZ  operators  and  officials  strictly 
liable,  by  way  of  civil  and/or  criminal 
sanctions,  for  any  illegal  activity  con- 
ducted within  their  zones.  Such  sanc- 
tions should  cause  those  operators  and 
officials  to  exercise  far  more  diligence  in 
scrutinizing  the  activities  of  companies 
with  whom  they  deal. 

In  summary,  we  believe  the  blend- 
ing and  importing  of  sugar-containing 
products  and  the  sale  of  those  products 
on  the  U.S.  market  is  having  a  serious 
negative  effect  on  the  operation  of  the 
U.S.  sugar  program.  It  is  resulting  in 


reduced  quotas  to  deserving  foreign  pro- 
ducers and,  if  permitted  to  continue,  will 
reduce  the  markets  of  domestic  pro- 
ducers. In  order  to  rectify  the  problem, 
we  make  the  following  suggestions: 

A.  Prohibit  sugar  blending  opera- 
tions for  FTZ's  and  remove  the 
"grandfathered"  protection  of 
those  companies  presently 
engaged  in  such  activities. 

B.  Carefully  examine  our  existing 
tariff  schedules  relative  to  sugar 
and  enact  legislation 
eliminating  the  present 
loopholes. 

C.  Encourage  a  greater  effort  on 
the  part  of  customs  officials  to 
enforce  laws  relating  to  import- 
ing sugar. 

D.  Impose  strict  liability,  in  the 
form  of  civil  and/or  criminal 
penalties  on  the  operators  and 
officials  of  FTZ's  for  illegal  ac- 
tivity conducted  within  their 
zones. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman  and  members, 
we  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting  our  views  today  and 
we  offer  our  full  cooperation  in  your  ef- 
forts to  solve  this  problem. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEES 

TENTATIVELY  APPROVE 

DROUGHT  MEASURE 

The  House  and  Senate  Agriculture 
Committees  tentatively  approved  a 
package  of  disaster  relief  measures  to 
aid  drought-stricken  farmers  prior  to 
recessing  for  the  Democratic  Convention 
July  14.  It  is  expected  the  committees 
will  give  their  final  approval  to  the  bills 
after  Congress  reconvenes.  The  final 
cost  of  the  drought  packages  has  not  yet 
been  determined,  but  it  is  estimated  at 
$7  billion,  including  $4-5.5  billion  for 
crop  losses  and  rest  for  livestock  feed 
subsidies.  Under  current  plans,  disaster 
aid  is  to  be  financed  with  savings 
resulting  from  fewer  federal  production- 
subsidy  payments,  possibly  $8  billion  or 
more. 

Under  both  bills,  disaster  assistance 
would  go  to  farmers  and  producers  of 
program  and  non-program  crops  who 
have  lost  35%  or  more  of  their  crops. 
Assistance  would  be  equal  to  65%  of 
their  expected  pre-drought  returns. 
Sugarcane  and  sugarbeet  producers 
would  be  paid  at  a  rate  of  65%  of  the 
1988  price  support  level.  All  disaster 
payments  would  be  limited  to  $100,000 
per  person.  The  Senate  bill  also  provides 
that  producers  with  gross  revenues  ex 
ceeding  $2  million  would  not  be  eligible 
for  assistance. 

After  final  approval  by  the  commit- 
tees, the  bills  must  go  to  the  floor  for  ap- 
proval by  the  full  House  and  Senate. 
Any  differences  in  the  two  versions  must 
then  be  worked  out  by  a  conference  com- 
mittee. Congress  hopes  to  send  a  bill  to 
the  White  House  before  recessing  in 
August  for  the  Republican  Convention. 

CROP  REPORT 

USDA,  in  its  first  major  assessment 
of  the  continuing  drought,  reported  July 


12  that  it  has  lowered  its  estimate  of 
U.S.  grain  production  by  about  one- 
fourth  from  last  year  —  one  of  the 
largest  declines  on  record  but  not 
enough  to  cause  food  shortages  or 
dramatic  retail  price  increases.  The  pro- 
jections were  based  on  extensive  field 
surveys  and  interviews  near  July  1  and 
reflect  the  damage  done  through  that 
date.  USDA's  estimates  show  that  of  the 
major  commodities,  only  rice  production 
would  increase  this  year.  Yields  of  all 
other  commodities  would  decline 
substantially.  Corn  was  projected  to  fall 
by  26  percent;  barley  by  45  percent; 
sorghum  down  24  percent;  oats  down  32 
percent;  soybeans  down  13  percent; 
wheat  down  13  percent;  and  cotton  down 
7  percent. 

There  was  no  production  estimate 
for  the  sugar  crops  in  the  July  report. 
Those  estimates  will  be  released  on 
August  11.  However,  planted  acreage  of 
sugarbeets  in  1988  is  estimated  at  1.32 
million  acres,  up  4  percent  from  1987. 
Growers  intend  to  harvest  a  record  high 
841,000  acres  of  sugarcane  for  sugar  and 
seed  in  1988,  2  percent  above  the 
previous  record  high  in  1987. 

GROUNDWATER  BILL 
PASSES  SENATE  PANEL 

The  Senate  Environment  &  Public 
Works  Committee  unanimously  ap- 
proved a  bill  aimed  at  protecting 
groundwater  from  pesticide  contamina- 
tion. Supported  by  major  environmental 
groups,  the  measure  limits  farmer  lia- 
bility, clarifies  disposal  procedures  for 
banned  pesticides,  and  exempts  certain 
fertilizer  products  from  regulation.  The 
bill  requires  EPA  to  set  drinking  water 
protection  standard  for  all  pesticides 
with  potential  to  leach  into  ground- 
water, and  to  determine,  when  register- 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Sugarcane  Variety  Outfield  Experiments 
In  Louisiana  During  1986 

D.D.  Garrison,1  D.  Lester,2  W.R.  Jackson,3  and  H.L.  Waguespack3 


INTRODUCTION 

The  outfield  variety  testing  pro- 
gram, conducted  cooperatively  by  the 
Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion of  the  Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc., 
is  the  final  stage  in  developing  sugar- 
cane varieties  for  Louisiana  growing 
conditions.  These  tests  are  planted  at  14 
cooperating  farms  where  conventional 
plantation  practices  are  followed  for 
cultivation,  fertilization,  and  pest  con- 
trol. Locations  as  shown  in  Table  1  are 
selected  to  represent  the  major 
geographical  regions  of  the  sugarcane 
belt,  Bayou  Lafourche,  Mississippi  River 
and  Bayou  Teche,  and  soil  types,  heavy 
and  light.  Candidate  varieties  in  plant 
cane,  first  stubble  and  second  stubble 
crops  are  compared  with  commercial 
varieties  at  each  location. 


GROWING  CONDITIONS 

Weather  conditions  during  1986 
were  favorable  for  sugarcane  growth; 
mild  spring  temperatures  and  below 
average  rainfall  (3)  apparently  were 
responsible  for  the  excellent  stubbling 
and  tillering  of  the  crop.  Other  favorable 
weather  conditions  included  timely  rain- 
fall during  the  year,  and  a  warm  fall 
which  allowed  cane  to  continue  growth 
into  the  harvest  season.  However,  due 
to  extensive  growth,  the  crop  was  lodged 


in  many  areas,  but  unlike  some  years, 
the  cane  did  not  suffer  from  top 
breakage. 

EXPERIMENTAL  PROCEDURES 

Outfield  variety  tests  were  hand- 
planted  in  a  randomized,  complete-block 
design  with  three  replications  planted  at 
each  of  the  14  locations.  Plots  were  32 
feet  long  and  18  feet  (3  rows)  wide,  with 
a  5-foot  pathway  separating  plots.  Prac- 
tices recommended  for  commercial  pro- 
duction and  harvesting  of  sugarcane  in 
Louisiana  were  used  for  these  tests. 

At  harvest,  variety  plots  were 
weighed  to  determine  gross  yield  of  cane 
per  acre.  Net  yields  were  calculated  by 
multiplying  gross  yields  by  a  constant 
trash  factor  of  0.86.  Fifteen  stalks  were 
randomly  selected  from  each  plot, 
weighed  and  passed  once  through  a 
3-roll  mill.  Juice  samples  (crusher  juice) 
were  analyzed  for  Brix  and  apparent 
sucrose.  The  yield  of  theoretical 
recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  was 
calculated  based  on  a  previously  deter- 
mined milling  factor  and  Brix  and 
sucrose  of  crusher  juice  (2).  Mean  stalk 
weight  was  calculated  by  dividing  sam- 
ple weight  by  number  of  stalks.  Sugar 
per  acre  was  calculated  from  net  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 
The  number  of  millable  stalks  per  acre 
was  calculated  by  dividing  yield  of  net 
tons  cane  per  acre  by  mean  stalk  weight. 

The  commercial  variety  CP  70-321, 
which  occupied  41%  of  the  state's 
(Continued  on  page  5) 
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acreage  (1),  was  considered  the  standard 
check  variety.  CP  65-357,  CP  72-370  and 
CP  74-383  were  included  for  com- 
parisons. Statistical  analysis  of  the  data 
was  made  using  the  General  Linear 
Models  (GLM)  Procedure  of  the 
Statistical  Analysis  System  (4). 
Statistical  differences  were  determined 
using  Tukey's  W-procedure  (Honestly 
Significant  Difference  Test)  at  the  .05 
probability  level.  Additional  procedures 
for  these  experiments  have  been 
previously  published  (5). 

RESULTS 

Tables  2  through  7  compare 
varieties  for  yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  net 
tons  of  cane  per  acre,  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane,  mean  stalk  weight  and  population 
on  two  soil  types,  designated  as  light  or 
heavy,  during  three  crop  years  (plant 
cane,  first  stubble  and  second  stubble). 
Light  soils  were  silt  loam  or  silty-clay 
loam  soils  that  were  relatively  well 
drained;  heavy  soils  had  a  higher  clay 
content  and  generally  are  described  as 
poorly  drained  soils. 

Light  Soil  Results 

Plant  Cane  Crop  (Table  2):  In 

yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  no  variety  was 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321; 
however,  variety  CP  81-332  was 
significantly  lower. 

In  yield  of  net  tons  of  cane  per  acre, 
varieties  CP  74-383  and  LCP  81-10  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321  and 
CP  79-332  was  significantly  lower. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane, 
varieties  CP  76-331,  CP79-332  and  LCP 
81-30  were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321.  LCP  81-10  and  CP  81-332  were 
significantly  lower. 

In  mean  stalk  weight,  varieties  CP 


72-356,  CP  80-356,  LCP  81-10  and  LCP 
81-30  were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321.  None  was  significantly  lower. 
In  calculated  millable  stalks  per 
acre,  CP  74-383  was  significantly  higher 
than  CP  70-321.  CP  80-356  and  CP 
72-356  were  significantly  lower. 

First  Stubble  Crop  (Table  3):  In 

yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  no  variety  was 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321; 
however,  CP  65-357  was  significantly 
lower. 

In  yield  of  net  tons  of  cane  per  acre, 
no  variety  was  significantly  higher  than 
CP  70-321.  CP  65-357  was  again 
significantly  lower. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane, 
varieties  CP  76-331  and  CP  79-332  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321 
with  CP  74-383  being  significantly 
lower. 

In  mean  stalk  weight  CP  80-356  was 
the  only  variety  significantly  higher 
than  CP  70-321  and  significantly  lower 
in  calculated  millable  stalks  per  acre. 

Second  Stubble  Crop  (Table  4):  In 

yield  of  sugar  per  acre  and  net  tons  of 
cane  per  acre,  no  variety  was  signif- 
icantly different  than  CP  70-321. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane, 
varieties  CP  72-370,  CP  76-331  and  CP 
79-331  were  significantly  higher  than 
CP  70-321.  None  was  significantly 
lower. 

In  mean  stalk  weight,  no  variety 
was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321;  however,  CP  72-370  and  CP 
74-383  were  significantly  lower.  In 
calculated  millable  stalks  per  acre,  CP 
74-383  was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321.  No  variety  was  significantly 
lower. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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SEED  BED  PREPARATION  -  CONTACT  COMMITTEE 


As  we  enter  the  final  month  before 
the  planting  operation,  growers  would 
be  well  advised  to  spend  as  much  time 
as  possible  making  sure  that  the  rows 
of  cane  are  prepared  as  well  as  possible. 
This  means  rows  that  are  laid  out 
straight,  rows  that  are  of  uniform  width 
across  the  field,  rows  that  are  of  the  pro- 
per width  to  fit  the  equipment  you  have, 
rows  that  are  well  worked  so  that  there 
are  no  clods  to  interfere  with  good  cover- 
ing, and  no  grass  in  the  field.  Good 
moisture  content  in  the  row  is  also  im- 
portant since  in  many  years  drought 
conditions  often  cause  poor  stands  or 
even  stand  failures.  Subsoiling  should 
be  close  to  completed  by  this  time,  since 
a  rain  to  wash  some  loose  soil  into  the 
crevice  made  by  the  subsoiler  is  essen- 
tial before  planting.  Late  subsoiling 
often  times  results  in  gappy  stands 
because  of  holes  which  remain  under  the 
planting  furrow  and  can  cause  cane  to 
be  planted  too  deep  or  else  dry  out  in  dry 
weather. 

Poor  stands  of  plant  cane  are  a  sure 
way  to  lose  money,  as  every  grower  well 
knows.  Take  the  time  to  do  the  best  job 
you  can  at  seed  bed  preparation.  Mother 
nature  may  cause  some  complications 
and  cancels  any  guarantee  on  coming  up 
with  a  good  stand;  but,  if  you  have  done 
your  best  in  preparing  the  seed  bed  you 
will  certainly  have  the  best  chance  of  ob- 
taining a  good  stand  of  cane  next  spring. 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Contact 
Committee  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  was  held  on  Wednesday,  July 
20,  1988,  at  the  St.  Gabriel  Research 
Station.  The  meeting  was  held  in  con- 
junction with  the  LSU  Area  Sugarcane 
Field  Day.  There  were  over  250  industry 
members  in  attendance  for  the  field  tour 


which  was  held  that  morning.  Five 
presentations  were  made  during  the 
field  tour  and  the  following  is  a  brief 
discussion  of  their  remarks  made  on  the 
tour  and  in  the  field  day  summary 
distributed  to  those  in  attendance. 

Dr.  James  Griffin  of  the  Department 
of  Plant  pathology,  working  in  weed 
science,  discussed  herbicide  incorpora- 
tion in  sugarcane  and  some  of  his 
related  research  activities  for  1988. 
Since  incorporation  of  Treflan  is  often 
times  difficult  and  always  requires  a 
harsh  treatment  of  sugarcane  (shaving 
and  rolling  cultivators),  alternative, 
"non-incorporable"  herbicides  with  ac- 
tivity on  itchgrass  and  other  weeds  is  be- 
ing evaluated.  These  research  plots  were 
discussed  along  with  other  weed  control 
recommendations. 

Dr.  Jeff  Hoy  of  the  Department  of 
Plant  Pathology,  working  on  plant 
diseases,  discussed  keeping  disease  free 
sugarcane  clean.  Heat  treatment  or 
Kleentek  are  the  two  alternatives  to 
starting  with  clean  seed  available  to 
most  growers.  Keeping  the  seed  cane 
clean  of  RSD  requires  extra  effort  by  the 
grower.  Some  of  the  suggestions  made 
by  Dr.  Hoy  were  keeping  the  clean  seed 
in  separate  blocks  or  at  least  whole  rows 
without  parts  of  rows  or  preferably 
without  mixing  any  other  cane  in  the 
entire  block;  disinfect  all  harvesting  and 
planting  equipment  with  a  lysol  spray 
solution  or  steam;  and  continuously 
flushing  the  system  by  planting  a  clean 
seed  source  each  year.  The  spread  of 
mosaic  and  smut  amongst  the  various 
recommended  varieties  was  also 
discussed. 

Dr.  F.  A.  Martin,  Head  of  the  Sugar 
Station  and  working  in  the  breeding 
program,  discussed  the  use  of  chemical 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean  all 
the  way  to  spring. 


Spray  SINBAR  at  planting- 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months. 

Moisture  and  nutrients  your  young 
cane  will  need  to  grow  on  next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply 
DuPont  SiNBAR"  herbicide  at  planting 
time. 

Because  Sinbar  will  control  seed- 
ling johnsongrass  and  most  other 
annual  grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds. 
Control  them  right  up  to  the  time  spring 
weather  lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar. 

Sinbar  helps  your  cane  get  off  to 
the  clean,  healthy  start  it  needs  for  top 
yields  at  harvest. 


If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  Lexone5  DF 
herbicide. 

Because  Lexone  DF  will  give  you 
the  effective  weed  control  you  want, 
without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The  dry- 
flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 

With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 
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ing  pesticides,  if  it  has  that  potential. 
EPA,  USDA  and  other  agencies  are  to 
establish  joint  program  to  make  pest- 
icide and  groundwater  data  more 
available  to  farmers,  county  agents  and 
state  officials,  and  each  state  must 
develop  pesticide  management  program 
to  protect  its  groundwater  supplies. 
Committee  Chairman  Buedick  (D-N.D.) 
said  bill  would  be  offered  as  amendment 
to  FIFRA  bill  when  it  is  considered  by 
full  Senate. 


EPA  PROPOSES  NEW  WORKER 

PROTECTION  STANDARDS  FOR 

AGRICULTURAL  PESTICIDES 

The  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  has  proposed  extensive  addi- 
tions and  revisions  to  its  current  re- 


quirements that  protect  workers  from 
unreasonable  adverse  effects  of  pesticide 
exposure.  The  new  proposal  would  re- 
quire protection  equipment,  training  of 
pesticide  handlers,  cleanup  kits,  verbal 
warnings  before  spraying,  blood  tests  for 
commercial  applicators  and  Spanish- 
language  translations  of  labels.  This  is 
the  first  revision  of  farm  worker  protec- 
tion standards  in  16  years.  EPA  will 
hold  a  series  of  public  meetings  on  the 
worker-protection  standards,  and  the 
proposal  will  be  open  for  comment  for  90 
days. 


SUGAR  BULLETIN  WANT  ADS 
GET  RESULTS 


NEW  7610  FORD 

•  86  PTO  hp. 

•  4-Wheel  Drive 

•  13.6/38  R2  Front  &  Rear 

•  4435  Lbs.  Lift  Cap. 

•  540/1000  Ind.  PTO 

•  31 .2  in  Draw  Bar  Clearance 

•  3  Row  Cultivation 

•  Drain  Cleaning  — 
Cane  Hauling 

All  Purpose  Cane  Tractor 


Financing 
Available 


Ford 
Credit 


(B 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 


Baton  Rouge 
504-355-7716 


Houma 
504-876-2280 


Lafayette 
318-837-2763 


Telex  784032 


FAX  872-9596 


FORD 
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Heavy  Soil  Results 

Plant   Cane   Crop  (Table  5):   In 

yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  no  variety  was 
significantly  different  than  CP  70-321. 

In  yield  of  net  tons  of  cane  per  acre, 
varieties  CP  74-383  and  LCP  81-10  were 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 
None  was  significantly  lower. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  LCP 
81-30  was  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321  and  LCP  81-10  significantly 
lower. 

In  mean  stalk  weight,  varieties  CP 
80-356  and  LCP  81-10  were  significant- 
ly higher  than  CP  70-321.  None  was 
significantly  lower. 

In  calculated  millable  stalks  per 
acre,  CP  74-383  was  significantly  higher 
than  CP  70-321.  Varieties  CP  76-331, 
CP  79-318  and  CP  80-356  were 
significantly  lower  than  CP  70-321. 

First  Stubble  Crop  (Table  6):  In 

yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  no  variety  was 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 
However,  varieties  CP  65-357,  CP 
76-331  and  CP  79-318  were  significant- 
ly lower. 

In  yield  of  net  tons  of  cane  per  acre, 
no  variety  was  significantly  higher  than 
CP  70-321;  whereas,  varieties  CP 
65-357,  CP  76-331  and  CP  79-318  were 
significantly  lower. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  no 
variety  was  significantly  different  than 
CP  70-321. 

In  mean  stalk  weight  and  millable 
stalks  per  acre,  no  variety  was  signifi- 
cantly different  than  CP  70-321. 

Second  Stubble  Crop  (Table  7):  In 

yield  of  sugar  per  acre,  no  variety  was 
significantly  higher  than  CP  70-321. 
Varieties  CP  65-357  and  CP  72-370  were 
significantly  lower. 


In  yield  of  net  tons  of  cane  per  acre, 
no  variety  was  significantly  higher  than 
CP  70-321.  Varieties  CP  65-357  and  CP 
72-370  were  significantly  lower. 

In  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  no 
variety  was  significantly  different  than 
CP  70-321. 

In  mean  stalk  weight  and  millable 
stalks  per  acre,  there  were  no  significant 
differences  among  varieties. 

DISCUSSION 

Data  were  obtained  for  seven 
unreleased  varieties,  CP  79-318,  CP 
79-332,  CP  80-323,  CP  80-356,  LCP 
81-10,  LCP  81-30  and  CP  81-332,  in  the 
1986  outfield  variety  tests.  Of  these 
varieties,  CP  79-318  and  CP  79-332  are 
candidates  for  commercial  release  in 
1987.  There  were  no  varieties  in  plant 
cane  where  the  yield  of  sugar  per  acre 
on  light  soils  was  significantly  higher 
than  CP  70-321.  CP  81-332  was 
significantly  lower.  On  heavy  soils,  none 
of  the  unreleased  varieties  was  signifi- 
cantly different  than  CP  70-321. 

In  first  stubble  on  light  soils  there 
was  no  significant  difference  between 
unreleased  varieties  and  CP  70-321  in 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre.  CP  79-318  was 
the  only  unreleased  variety  significant- 
ly different  than  CP  70-321  on  heavy 
soils;  it  was  significantly  lower. 

In  second  stubble,  on  light  and 
heavy  soils,  CP  79-318  and  CP  79-332 
were  not  significantly  different  than  CP 
70-321  in  yield  of  sugar  per  acre. 

In  plant  cane,  unreleased  varieties 
CP  80-356,  LCP  81-10  and  LCP  81-30 
were  significantly  higher  than  CP 
70-321  in  mean  stalk  weight,  while  in 
stalk  population,  CP  79-318  and  CP 
80-356  were  significantly  lower  than  CP 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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(Continued  from  page  9) 


70-321.  CP  80-356  was  significantly 
higher  in  mean  stalk  weight  and  signifi- 
cantly lower  in  population  than  CP 
70-321. 

The  commercial  varieties  tested  in 
1986  were  not  significantly  different 
than  CP  70-321  for  all  yield  components 
in  plant  cane  tests  on  both  light  and 
heavy  soils.  In  first  stubble  on  light 
soils,  CP  65-357  was  significantly  lower 
than  CP  70-321  in  yield  of  sugar  per 
acre.  On  heavy  soils,  CP  65-357  and  CP 
76-331  were  significantly  lower  in  yield 
of  sugar  per  acre.  In  yield  of  sugar  per 
acre,  there  were  no  commercial  varieties 
significantly  different  than  CP  70-321 
on  light  soil  in  second  stubble.  On  heavy 
soils,  varieties  CP  65-357  and  CP  72-370 
were  significantly  lower  than  CP 
70-321. 

Among    commercial    varieties    in 


FOR  SALE 

1-1974  Barko  140  Transloader 

6  — 1974  Rodrigue  6  ton 

Transloader  Wagon 

All  in  Excellent  Condition 
CALL 

Robert  Boudreaux 
(504)  473-1030 

or 

Mike  Boudreaux 
(504)  473-1919 


plant  cane,  CP  72-356  was  significantly 
higher  than  CP  70-321  in  mean  stalk 
weight,  but  significantly  lower  in 
population.  In  first  stubble,  no  variety 
was  significantly  different  than  CP 
70-321  in  stalk  weight  and  population. 
In  second  stubble,  CP  74-383  and  CP 
72-370  were  significantly  lower  in  stalk 
weight  than  CP  70-321,  while  CP  74-383 
was  the  only  variety  significantly 
higher  is  population  than  CP  70-321. 
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Table  1.    Outfield  test  locations  and  soils. 


Outfield  test 

Location 

Soil 

A.  V.  Allain  and  Sons 

Baldwin,  LA 

Heavy 

Bon  Secour  Farms 

St.  James,  LA 

Light 

Cinclare 

Brusly,  LA 

Light 

Evan  Hall 

Donaldsonville,  LA 

Heavy 

Frank  Pearce 

Maringouin,  LA 

Light 

Georgia 

Mathews,  LA 

Light 

Glenwood 

Napoleonville,  LA 

Light 

Lanaux 

Lucy,  LA 

Light 

Levert  St.  John 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

Light 

Magnolia 

Schriever,  LA 

Heavy 

McLeod 

Lockport,  LA 

Heavy 

Oaklawn 

Franklin,  LA 

Light 

Oaklawn 

Franklin,  LA 

Heavy 

Ronald  Hebert  Farms 

Jeanerette,  LA 

Light 

(See  Table  2-7  -  Pages  12-17) 


Tell  Them  You  Saw  It  In 
THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


HYDROSTAT  REPAIR 

2  YEAR  WARRANTY 

Some  Exchange  Units  In  Stock 
24  Hour  Service  —  Minimum  Down  Time 


Cenla  Hydraulics 

Gosserand  Lane 
New  Roads,  Louisiana 


504-638-3582 


AUGUST  1,  1988 


11 


Xi 

CO 

•F-t 

1— ( 

c 

0 

CO 

c 

o 

.* 

•H 

1-4 

4-1 

a) 

«0 

4-) 

o 

CO 

o 

— ' 

CO 

M 

4-1 

0) 

CO 

(X 

•0 

k 

4-1 

«0 

CO 

00 

0) 

3 

4-) 

CO 

0) 

c 

CO 

O 

0) 

4-1 

c 

c 

<0 

a) 

o 

r— 1 

Cu 

4-1 

0) 

y-i 

z 

*J      :* 


CO 

M 

c 

4> 

CO 

o- 

73 

u 

0) 

CO 

C 

00 

H 

3 

XI 

CO 

0) 

<u 

0) 

<u 

4) 

73 

73 

73 

73 

■v 

o 

o 

O 

O 

o 

u 

U 

o 

o 

X) 

X) 
CO 

CC 

X 
CO 

X 

Xi 

X 

CS 

en 

o 

m 

o 

v£> 

ON 

sO 

^ 

vt 

o 

O 

es 

en 

o 

CO 

o 

— H 

m 

ON 

— < 

-H 

•-H 

ON 

•— i 

Ov 

ON 

o> 

en 

cs 

ON 

•—i 

ON 

o 

en 

sO 

en 

en 

■— ( 

r^ 

ON 

vt 

r-» 

<t 

en 

en 

CO 

sO 

■— i 

l/"N 

vi- 

en 

<— < 

vt 

es 

CN 

cs 

MM 

73 

cs 

cs 

73 

cs 

cs 

UM 

cs 

sw 
ey 

cs 

cs 

<4M 
4> 

73 

es 
ey 

73 

es 

41 

73 

CS 

cs 

sw 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

X> 

CO 

X5 

Xi 

CO 

Xi 

Xi 

ON 

^4 

CTn 

r- 

vt 

r- 

ON 

_H 

vt 

en 

CS 

ON 

in 

r^ 

cs 

«-< 

so 

cs 

en 

o 

o 

r>» 

^ 

*"« 

en 

o 

— * 

CN 

CM 
73 

cs 

to 

cs 

cs 

cs 

SM 

cs 

cs 

VM 

CS 
73 

14-1 
4> 

•o 

cs 

cs 
■a 

cs 

60 

14-4 

o 

O 

V 

O 

o 

X> 

'X> 

Xi 

Xi 

X) 

CO 

co 

«0 

CO 

CO 

CO 

va- 

cs 

CO 

vt 

r->. 

r^ 

CO 

CO 

en 

cs 

vt 

en 

cs 

IT\ 

in 

cs 

sO 

sO 

en 

m 

en 

vt 

vi- 

vO 

m 

en 

~H 

CS 

cs 

cs 

CS 

CN 

4) 

cs 

cs 

0) 

cs 

cs 

es 

cs 

41 

cs 

4) 

cs 

4) 

-o 

•o 

73 

73 

73 

73 

73 

o 

o 

o 

O 

O 

o 

O 

o 

x> 

X) 

co 

X) 

X 

m 

CO 

en 

o> 

o> 

CO 

ON 

r*. 

en 

-H 

sO 

vf 

en 

vi- 

CO 

CO 

cs 

sO 

sO 

ON 

sO 

CO 

r~. 

r^ 

vi- 

m 

m 

es 

cs 

cs 

en 

CS 

CS 

CS 

o 

CS 

73 
O 

cs 

73 
O 

cs 

73 
O 

cs 

73 

O 

es 

4) 
73 

o 

cs 

4) 
73 

cs 

X) 

X) 

X) 

X) 

X) 

X) 

Xl 

X) 

~«8 

CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

cs 

CO 

vt 

o 

^H 

^ 

CS 

o 

CO 

ON 

sO 

r- 

en 

sO 

en 

o 

o 

vt 

o 

CS 

vt 

vt 

ON 

un 

CS 

O 

r-- 

en 

en 

cs 

cs 

•— < 

ON 

CO 

r- 

m 

vt 

vi- 

ON 

sO 

sO 

sO 

sO 

sO 

sO 

sO 

m 

r- 

o 

o 

— ( 

o 

en 

CO 

sO 

U"N 

r-» 

_H 

en 

en 

CO 

— i 

m 

CS 

cs 

en 

m 

en 

CO 

1 

en 
I 

1 

en 
1 

1 

en 
1 

en 

1 

en 

en 

1 

en 
1 

en 
1 

en 

I 

en 
I 

o 

un 

cs 

00 

v© 

CO 

vt 

ON 

o 

o 

o 

ON 

cs 

■-H 

sO 

r-» 

Cm 

r«- 

P-, 

r-» 

t-» 

CO 

p^ 

CO 

r-- 

r^ 

CO 

Q 

Cm 

Cm 

CJ 

Pm 

CJ 

Cm 

Cm 

Cm 

PM 

Pm 

Cm 

CM 

Cm 

CO 

o 

O 

J 

O 

kJ 

O 

u 

c_> 

U 

o 

O 

o 

O 

33 

X 
73 

o 


12 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


©0 

c 

•H 

3 
T3 

CO 


u 

«e 

4J 

2. 

• 

OJ 

u 

u 

CO 

60 

cU 

3 

.— 1 

co 

X 

X 

CO 


CO 

►, 

r-» 

03 

u 

G 

0) 

flj 

Q. 

"O 

M 

0) 

eo 

c 

00 

•l-l 

3 

X 

co 

s 

o 

CJ 

o 

o 

O 

o 

X) 

X 

X 

X 

Xi 

X 

CO 

«0 

CO 

cfl 

eo 

co 

o 

cs 

CN 

X 

CN 

CN 

X 

r^ 

__ 

r- 

U~\ 

o 

r-- 

on 

X 

CN 

<f 

vO 

\£> 

i/n, 

<r 

r-~ 

r-~ 

r-» 

<f 

r^ 

<t 

O 

I/O 

<t 

On 

X 

r- 

r- 

ON 

tn 

X 

vX 

On 

CO 

CN 

CM 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

<N 

CN 

CO 
ON 

CN 

o 

00 

ON 

co 

ON 

CO 
O 

O 

00 
00 

co 

ON 

CO 

*H 

CN 

-H 

-H 

-H 

CN 

CN 

-H 

CN 

-H 

XI 

« 

O 
X 

o 

X 
(0 

UO 
CN 

X 
CN 

X 
CN 

I/O 
CN 

o         o 

X  X 

03  CO 


v©  sO 

CM  CN 


00  O 

•^-  CO 

O  O 

r-.  r- 


O  00 

r-  — i 

co  co 

t  I 

CN  ON 


X 

o 

vO 


O 

<J 

u 

X 

X 

X 

CO 

CO 

r- 

uo 

<t 

ON 

00 

00 

UO 

ON 

I/O 

<* 

ON 

X 

X 

X 

U-N 

UO 

X 

LO 

CO 

CN 

co 

CN 

o 

IX. 

O 

CN 

co 

CO 

X 
uo 

CO 

uo 

CO 

ON 

O 

00 

X 

Pm 

Dm 

o 

P-. 

•o 


0)  <v 

X  <-» 

>%  CO 

X  X 


X 


AUGUST  1,  1988 


13 


o 

OB 
■U 

00 


co         u 

u  * 

CO 


0) 

u  c 

&  s 

u  **-» 

CO  O 
t>0 

3  C 

CO  O 


o  o 

.O  X>  .O 

CO  CO  CO 

r»  — i  oo  oo 

CM  »A  CM  CO 

nO  nO  CM  -h 

On  vO  O  nO 

CM  CM  CO  CM 


CO  On  CO  nO  CO 

00  H  O^  <f  CI 

<f  r-»  cm  no  r^ 

m  <  >o  >*  ci 

CM  CM  CM  CM 


■a 


oo   co 
r*.   oo 


*o 

T3 

•o 

o 

O 

O 

o 

.O 

X» 

JO 

•O 

.O 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

m 

r~* 

00 

**l 

o 

CM 

iTt 

CO 

•4- 

m 

<N 

00 

nO 

<* 

«n 

*tf 

<N 

cs 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

00 

O 

CO 

nO 

«tf 

CM 

— -t 

CO 

00 

nO 
CM 

-3- 
CM 

nO 
CM 

CM 

CM 
CM 

CM 

CM 
CM 

CM 
CM 

CM 

O 

© 

to 

CO 

_H 

CM 

CM 

m 

r-» 

o 

CO 

p-H 

ON 

r- 

•-H 

CM 

_H 

o 

oo 

00 

r^ 

NO 

sfr 

00 

\0 

s£> 

m 

u~> 

m 

m 

m 

00 
CO 

CO 
CO 

CO 
00 
CO 

ON 

NO 

-3- 

Ph 

P* 

o 

e 

CM 
CO 
CO 

NO 

CO 

o 

CO 

CO 

CTn 

CM 

CM 

NO 

Pm 

o 

P* 

Ph 

>N     CO 


>N 


O  r-l 

M-<  •!-( 

XI 

CO  CO 

C  X 

CO  O 

4)  H 

X  p. 


14 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


>-4 
> 

v 

x 


3 


«u 

j-i 

c 

V 

(Q 

o. 

0) 

T3 

Wi 

u 

4) 

08 

o 

C 

00 

es 

3 
C/3. 

B 

o 

CJ 

y-i 

y-4 

14-1 

U_( 

U-l 

4) 

4) 

4) 

o> 

4> 

TJ 

td 

T3 

T3 

•a 

O 

O 

U 

O 

O 

O 

O 

o 

X 

X 

03 

XI 

X 

X 

JO 

X 

nO 

m 

O 

O 

CN 

en 

00 

— , 

CN 

<r 

CN 

o 

^H 

m 

vO 

CN 

m 

00 

00 

o 

%o 

NO 

VhO 

CO 

m 

<n 

en 

00 

nO 

r^ 

ON 

en 

r- 

oo 

en 

vO 

co 

— H 

r- 

iTi 

no 

en 

r- 

vo 

en 

. — 1 

m 

<t 

, i 

CO 

<f 

m 

s£> 

. — 1 

o 

en 

cn 

CN 

CN 

en 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

<N 

CN 

01 

0) 

4> 

01 

0) 

0) 

0) 

T3 

"O 

T3 

•o 

•o 

-i 

n 

tj 

U 

u 

O 

o 

o 

,;.) 

y 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 

83 

es 

X) 

X 

X 

X 

eg 

ON 

cn 

<t 

^H 

en 

o 

00 

00 

vO 

ON 

00 

ON 

<*-! 

00 

CN 

cn 

<* 

— ' 

en 

<* 

r-- 

r*. 

CM 

CN 

-* 

<J- 

m 

CN 

CN 

CM 

CN 

CN 

01 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 
01 

CN 

CN 

"O 

-o 

T3 

°o 

T3 

*© 

o 

O 

O 

u 

U 

o 

o 

JO 

X 

X) 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

« 

03 

93 

as 

08 

« 

<e 

eg 

0O 

CI 

<t 

\T\ 

vO 

ON 

_ 

r- 

o 

00 

o 

*n 

O 

%o 

en 

in 

m 

CN 

<* 

en 

-3" 

— < 

m 

en 

en 

<* 

in 

—4 

CN 

cn 

CN 

0) 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

01 

CN 

0> 

<* 

CN 

O) 

CN 

o> 

T3 

T3 

•o 

TJ 

-a 

-o 

T3 

^o 

T3 

u 

U 

O 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

es 

03 

03 

03 

ON 

r-» 

CN 

CN 

o 

oo 

r-^ 

xO 

00 

r- 

en 

00 

O 

CN 

^J 

ON 

ON 

en 

o 

ON 

ON 

CN 

r* 

00 

ON 

sO 

y& 

en 

<"-i 

CM 

CN 

en 

en 

CN 

CN 

en 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

u 

u 

o 

O 

o 

o 

O 

O 

X 

jO 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

03 

«d 

08 

03 

« 

03 

03 

cd 

ce 

03 

03 

CN 

en 

_, 

00 

sO 

<* 

CN 

_ 

r» 

O 

nO 

vO 

On 

00 

en 

cn 

CN 

O 

On 

CN 

_H 

o 

■— 1 

m 

m 

m 

r*. 

00 

sO 

m 

<* 

■J- 

en 

ON 

vO 

oo 

in 

NO 

vO 

00 

r-« 

cs 

O 

en 

o 

v£) 

NO 

o 

m 

_ 

CN 

CO 

^ 

m 

m 

en 

00 

r-- 

m 

m 

CN 

CN 

en 

— H 

en 

en 
l 

I 

1 

en 

1 

en 

1 

en 

en 

1 

JL 

en 

1 

en 

1 

en 

1 

en 
I 

en 
1 

m 
o 

m 

ON 

00 

«tf 

CN 

CN 

o 

00 

o 

o 

_H 

ON 

sO 

• 

sO 

r- 

Oh 

r~» 

r-» 

r— 

00 

Oh 

00 

r^ 

00 

r». 

h* 

Q 

Oh 

Oh 

O 

Oh 

Oh 

Oh 

Oh 

U 

Oh 

Oh 

Oh 

Oh 

Oh 

W 

U 

U 

►J 

O 

a 

C_> 

o 

J 

C_> 

cj- 

O 

<-> 

O 

aa 

c 
« 


08 

CO  4-< 

CO 

4)  0> 

X  *-> 

4J 

o 

>^  CO 

X  X 

T3  >n 

4>  X 


AUGUST  1,  1988 


15 


o 

SB 

i 

0) 

X 


3 

o- 
o 

Cm 


<0  U 

CO 


60 
3 
CO 


CO 

>N 

l-» 
CO 

c 

« 

•a 

0) 

c 

1 


t-l 

41 

a, 

M 

«0 
60 
3 
CO 


4) 

CO 

> 


»M  CD 

U  C 

CO  O 

•u 

U  v-' 

ex 


X) 

X 

Xi 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

\r\ 

00 

s* 

ON 

co 

ON 

NX 

<fr 

CM 

NO 

^ 

i—i 

nO 

00 

o 

O 

00 

CN 

CM 

ON 

CO 

ir> 

CM 

m 

-<f 

m 

CM 

w- M 

CO 

•-M 

CM 

f—4 

ON 

*— i 

on 

ON 

nO 

O 

CO 

00 

<f 

m 

r^ 

cn 

CM 

CM 

CM 

en 

CM 

CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

X 

■8 

X 

•8 

X 

CO 

X 

X 

X 

X 

o 

-a- 

1        *""• 

oo 

<* 

«tf 

ITN 

_ 

CO 

r^ 

O 

•H 

CM 

1      ^ 

CM 

ON 

NX 

ON 

ON 

—4 

O 

-* 

<N 

CM 

!    <^ 

CM 

— H 

CM 

CM 

CM 

O 

o 

CJ 

O 

o 

o 

O 

O 

X> 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

<0 

CO 

CO 

CO 

« 

«0 

CO 

CO 

00 

r^ 

1    *> 

O 

<t 

CO 

«n 

o 

ON 

NO 

ir> 

xr\ 

<1- 

CO 

m 

m 

^- 

-* 

m 

<tf 

^ 

i-4 

CM 

CM 

1    o» 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

a 

O 

U 

CJ 

O 

O 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

<0 

CO 

CO 

00 

nO 

-H 

on 

«* 

-M 

r^ 

><f 

00 

00 

CM 

^ 

CM 

CM 

ON 

ON 

o 

ON 

r-> 

m 

m 

sr 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CM 

CM 

co 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

-a 

•o 

•o 

TJ 

T3 

•o 

o 

o 

o 

u 

O 

O 

-H 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

-3" 

C7N 

00 

r*. 

CO 

l^ 

<* 

o 

-* 

_ 

r-«. 

r— \ 

CO 

ON 

o\ 

m 

o\ 

00 

n£> 

in 

m 

CO 

CM 

— 4 

m 

•tf 

■<* 

CM 

CM 

00 

<* 

CO 

•-M 

00 

00 

NO 

NO 

NO 

""* 

CO 

CO 

sO 

CM 

vO 

O 

00 

_ 

p*» 

CM 

CM 

00 

m 

co 

m 

f^ 

t-M 

co 

CO 

1 

CO 
1 

CO 

1 

CO 

I 

co 

I 

CO 

I 

CO 

1 

co 

1 

CO 

1 

co 
1 

o 

o 

O 

-* 

CM 

ON 

o 

CM 

ON 

NO 

m 

• 

oo 

r^ 

r-» 

!-«. 

r^ 

oo 

r~s 

r»» 

r~» 

NO 

Q 

Pm 

Pm 

Pm 

Pm 

Pm 

Pm 

Pm 

Pm 

Pm 

Pm 

CO 

o 

O 

O 

O 

CJ 

CJ 

O 

CJ 

O 

CJ 

X 

•o 


0)  4) 

X  ^ 
4J 

Q 

>>  CO 

X  S 

tJ  J*. 

4)  X 


X 
CO 

X 
O 
M 

a 


16 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


60 


CM 

O 

ON 

00 

00 

<t 

00 

CM 

r- 

o> 

CM 

o 

<t 

m 

oo 

O 

p» 

m 

\o 

m 

CM 

en 

<f 

vr 

to 

r^ 

<f 

CM 

CM 

o 

o 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

—< 

<0         u 
CO 


60 
CO 


<0 
00 
3 
CO 


8 


(0  CO 

-h       tn 


■8  ■" 

~-.  -fr         r- 

s©  "">  -* 

CM  CM 


OJ 

OJ 

x. 

4-1 

o 

4J 

— < 

.fi 

£) 

X> 

P 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

JO 

CO 

iTl 

o 

ON 

en 

r^ 

ON 

<t 

m 

CTn 

cn 

r-~ 

ON 

!P«4 

O 

00 

CM 

ON 

-tf 

T3 

>> 

cr> 

oo 

r~ 

r-» 

vD 

r^ 

— -1 

CM 

m 

0) 

-Q 

m 

tn 

m 

m 

m 

<f 

<t 

CM 

~* 

O 

>^ 

.=, 

__( 

CM 

00 

vO 

m 

o 

r- 

IM 

•  <-i 

CM 

cn 

CO 

i-H 

m 

00 

r*» 

m 

JO 

cn 

1 

co 

1 

CO 

1 

CO 

cn 

I 

CO 

1 

CO 

1 

CO 

1 

m 
o 

00 

C 

CO 

o 

V© 

ON 

ON 

CM 

<r 

CM 

U-N 

• 

CO 

o 

r^ 

r» 

r- 

r-^ 

r~ 

p-^ 

r-» 

v£> 

P 

OJ 

ex 

P-, 

PL, 

Pl 

Pm 

0- 

P-, 

Ph 

PL, 

CO 

O 

a 

U 

C_> 

CJ 

CJ> 

a 

u 

S3 

— I 

T3 


AUGUST  1,  1988 


17 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  6) 


cane  ripeners.  The  recommendations 
concerning  the  use  of  Polado  were 
discussed  along  with  background  infor- 
mation on  the  natural  ripening  process 
involved  in  sugarcane.  The  fact  that 
previous  research  showed  that  RSD  in- 
fected cane  did  not  respond  to  Polado  as 
did  PSD  free  cane  further  points  out  the 
need  to  utilize  good,  clean  seed  on  your 
farm  in  order  to  maximize  profits.  The 
basic  recommendations  concerning  the 
use  of  Polado  were  also  discussed  and  as 
with  all  recommendations  are  available 
from  your  local  county  agent. 

Dr.  Gene  Reagan  of  the  Entomology 
Department,  working  on  sugarcane  in- 
sects discussed  the  interaction  of  aphids 
and  insecticides  as  has  been  seen  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years.  Buildup  of  the 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

New,  Used,  and  Rebuilt 

Hi-crop  and  Row-crop 

Tractor  parts 

We  buy  used  tractors  and 

Farm  Equipment  in  any 

condition. 

We  buy  salvage  tractors 
for  cash. 

Jeanerette,  Louisiana 
318-276-3453 


yellow  sugarcane  aphid  was  observed  in 
all  pyrethroid  treatments  in  CP  72-356 
on  one  large  insecticide  test  during 
1987.  This  buildup  of  the  apid  was  not 
noticed  in  the  control  nor  in  Guthion 
treatments.  Alternating  insecticides 
was  discussed  as  one  possible  means  of 
reducing  the  buildup  of  the  yellow 
sugarcane  aphid.  Since  the  level  of 
aphid  infestation  which  causes  yield 
losses  has  not  been  determined,  further 
research  is  being  planned.  Current 
recommendations  on  the  control  of  the 
sugarcane  borer  were  also  discussed. 

Dr.  Ray  Ricaud  of  the  Agronomy 
Department,  working  in  soils  and 
cultural  practices,  discussed  the  effect  of 
subsoiling  on  soil  compaction  and  yield 
of  sugarcane.  Soil  compaction  can 
reduce  yields  especially  in  sandy  soils. 
The  formation  of  a  compacted  layer  is 
due  to  heavy  field  equipment  and  a  lack 
of  effective  deep  tillage.  The  amount  and 
effect  of  soil  compaction  can  vary  with 
soil  type,  moisture  conditions  when 
heavy  equipment  is  used,  variety  being 
grown,  and  the  rainfall  distribution  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  use  of  the  various 
types  of  subsoilers  was  discussed  with 
the  net  effect  being  the  increase  of  yield 
of  cane  in  soils  which  had  a  compaction 
problem. 
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2ND  ANNUAL  SUGAR  AND  SPICE  FESTIVAL 

September  18, 1988  11:00  A.M.  -  6:00  P.M. 
Thibodaux  Civic  Center 

Sponsored  by  Thibodaux  Chamber  of  Commerce 

to  Promote  and  Salute 

The  Sugar  Industry 

Cookoff  Contest  in  eight  categories.  Recipes  must  contain  sugar. 
Recipes  must  be  submitted  by  August  15,  1988.  Call  Debbie  Melvin  at  446-1316 
for  rules  and  details. 

Festival  Queen's  Pageant  —  Two  divisions 
Little  Sugar  &  Spice  Festival  Queen  —  6-9  years  old 
Sugar  &  Spice  Festival  Queen  —  16  years  and  up 
Entries  must  be  submitted  by  September  11,  1988. 
Call  Wendy  Fremin  at  446-8617  for  rules  and  details. 

Sugarcane  Variety  Contest  —  Open  to  all  producers.  Entries  must  be  sub- 
mitted by  September  14,  1988.  Contact  Lenny  Waguespack  at  447-3166  for 
rules  and  details. 

Awards  presented  to  all  winners  in  all  contests. 

Call  446-1187  if  unable  to  reach  the  above  numbers 


Zeringue  Drum  Cane  Planter 

Ferguson  one  row  Tiller 
and  row  opener 

International  .480  Disk  Harrow 

(504)  369-7382 

Ray  Landry 


FOR 
SALE 


THOMPSON  HARVESTER 
GOOD  CONDITION 


(504)  446-6962 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 
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OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 
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JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 
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Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1149 

New  Iberia,  LA  70561-1149 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FARM  CREDIT  SERVICES 

P.O.  Box  667 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMPSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

RAYNE  STATE  BANK 

AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  129 

Rayne,  LA.  70578 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean  all 
the  way  to  spring. 


lex 


Spray  SINBAR:  at  planting. 


Weeds  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months. 

Moisture  and  nutrients  your  young 
cane  will  need  to  grow  on  next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply 
DuPont  SINBAR®  herbicide  at  planting 
time. 

Because  Sinbar  will  control  seed- 
ling johnsongrass  and  most  other 
annual  grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds. 
Control  them  right  up  to  the  time  spring 
weather  lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar. 

Sinbar  helps  your  cane  get  off  to 
the  clean,  healthy  start  it  needs  for  top 
yields  at  harvest. 


If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  Lexone5  DF 
herbicide. 

Because  Lexone  DF  will  give  you 
the  effective  weed  control  you  want, 
without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The  dry- 
flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 

With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


SffPU 


1988  E.  I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  and  Company  (Inc.) 


WILLIAM  S.  "BILL"  PATOUT,  III 
KING  SUCROSE  XL VII 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  and  Fair  Association  has  announced  the 
selection  of  William  S.  ''Bill"  Patout,  III  as  King  Sucrose  the  XL VII.  Mr.  Patout 
will  reign  as  King  Sucrose  the  47th  over  the  1988  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival 
&  Fair  in  New  Iberia,  Louisiana,  September  22nd  through  25th. 

Bill  Patout  was  born  in  New  Iberia,  and  is  a  lifelong  resident  of  Iberia  Parish 
having  resided  in  Patoutville,  Louisiana  for  most  of  his  life.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
William  S.  Patout,  Jr.  and  the  late  Mrs.  Hester  Bernadas  Patout. 

Mr.  Patout  obtained  his  education  at  various  universities  in  Louisiana,  Califor- 
nia, and  Hawaii,  concentrating  his  studies  on  Sugar  Agriculture  and  Sugar 
Technology.  In  1952  and  1953,  Bill  Patout  served  with  the  United  States  Navy, 
receiving  an  Honorable  Discharge  from  the  United  States  Navy  Reserves  in  1955. 
In  the  early  1960's  he  worked  as  an  engineer  with  several  sugar  factories  in  Hawaii, 
and  in  the  late  1960's  he  was  a  sugar  company  manager  in  the  Caribbean. 

While  managing  a  sugar  company  in  Haiti,  Bill  met  his  wife  the  former  Susan 
Crawford,  of  Newcastle,  Indiana.  Susan,  a  registered  pediatric  nurse,  was  manag- 
ing a  children's  hospital  in  Haiti.  After  marriage  and  deciding  to  make  Louisiana 
their  home,  Bill  Patout  became  Manager  of  M.A.  Patout  &  Sons,  Ltd.  in  1974. 

Mr.  Patout  is  President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  M.  A.  Patout  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  of  Patoutville,  manufacturers  of  sugars,  syrups,  and  molasses.  He  is  present- 
ly serving  as  First  Vice  President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Tri-Tech  Capital,  Inc.,  a  publically  traded  com- 
pany; he  manages  various  land  holding  companies;  and  is  the  President  of  Southern 
Agrinomics,  a  chemical  and  fertilizer  manufacturing  company  in  the  Caribbean. 
Bill  is  also  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Technologists,  and  he  serves 
as  a  consultant  to  four  sugar  producing  companies  in  the  Caribbean. 

King  Sucrose  along  with  his  wife  and  seven  (7)  children,  William  IV,  Avrill, 
Rivers,  Catherine,  Hester,  Anne  Marie,  and  Simeon,  reside  on  the  family  planta- 
tion near  the  M.  A.  Patout  Sugar  Factory  in  Patoutville,  Louisiana. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  INCREASES  SUGAR 
IMPORT  QUOTA 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Richard 
Lyng  announced  July  22  an  increase  of 
nearly  300,000  short  tons  in  the  sugar 
import  quota  for  the  1988  quota  period. 
This  40%  increase  in  the  quota  raises 
the  current  level  of  imports  from 
757,800  to  1,056,  675  short  tons.  This  in- 
cludes a  base  quota  of  975,000  and  2,000 
short  tons  for  specialty  sugars.  In  addi- 
tion, the  minimum  quota  allocation  is 
raised  from  5,770  to  8,000  short  tons. 
Lyng  said  that  unexpected  trends  in  pro- 
duction and  consumption,  including  the 
likely  effects  of  the  drought  on  sugar 
beet  yields,  created  a  need  to  raise  the 
sugar  import  quota.  When  USDA  set  the 
initial  1988  quota  last  December,  USDA 
officials  said  the  cuts  were  justified 
because  of  decreased  consumption. 

In  a  related  matter,  on  July  29  the 
Senate  adopted  by  voice  vote  an  amend- 
ment, offered  by  Senator  James  Exon 
(D-NE),  to  the  Agriculture  Appropria- 
tions bill  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  to  certify  to  the  Senate  and 
House  Agriculture  Committee  that  the 
new  quota  increase  will  not  result  in  the 
forfeiture  of  domestically  produced 
sugar  to  the  Commodity  Credit  Corpora- 
tion. Senator  Exon  said  that  with  the 
next  USDA  crop  production  report  due 
August  12,  he  felt  the  Secretary  should 
have  the  benefit  of  that  information 
before  he  takes  any  action  which  could 
increase  sugar  forfeitures  to  the  CCC. 
The  House  bill  does  not  contain  this  pro- 
vision; therefore,  it  will  have  to  be 
worked  out  by  a  conference  committee. 

HUCKABY  &  JOHNSON  ADDRESS 
SWEETENER  MEETINGS 

Congressman  Jerry  Huckaby  (D- 
LA),  Chairman  of  the  Cotton,  Rice  & 
Sugar  Subcommittee,  opened  the  an- 


nual membership  meeting  of  the  U.S. 
Sweetener  Producers  Group  on  July  25. 
He  updated  the  membership  on  the  cur- 
rent sweetener  situation,  including  the 
just  announced  increase  in  the  sugar  im- 
port quota.  Next,  Congressman  Arlan 
Stangeland  (R-MN)  spoke  to  the  group 
on  the  drought  problems  in  some  of  the 
sugar  beet  areas  this  year.  The  member- 
ship also  voted  to  change  the  name  of 
the  Group  to  the  American  Sugar 
Alliance. 

The  following  day,  Senator  Bennett 
Johnston  (D-LA)  opened  the  Fifth  An- 
nual International  Sweetener  Sym- 
posium by  debating  the  merits  of  the 
current  sugar  program  with  Senator 
William  Roth  (R-DE),  an  opponent  of  the 
program.  Roth,  sponsor  of  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  sugar  loan  rate  to  12  cents 
per  pound  and  increase  the  quota,  said 
changes  in  the  program  were  needed 
and  should  be  made.  Johnston  re- 
sponded that  the  program  was  working 
well  and  "if  it's  not  broken,  don't  fix  it." 
He  said  consumers  have  benefited  from 
a  stable  supply  of  sugar  at  reasonable 
prices  since  enactment  of  the  program 
in  1981. 

Highlights  of  the  symposium  in- 
cluded a  panel  discussion  entitled 
"Views  of  the  Sugar  Program."  Panel 
members  included  users,  producers  and 
a  banker.  League  member  Jerry  McKee 
of  Thibodaux  spoke  on  behalf  of  sugar- 
cane growers  and  Bill  Cleavinger  of 
Texas  for  sugarbeet  growers.  McKee 
said  the  basic  objectives  of  the  sugar  pro- 
gram have  been  met.  "There  have  been 
no  shortages  and  prices  remain  stable 
and  at  a  level  to  consumers  which  is 
below  the  average  levels  paid  by  con- 
sumers around  the  world,"  McKee  said. 
Both  McKee  and  Cleavinger  empha- 
sized that  sugar  means  jobs,  not  only  for 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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1988  SUGARCANE  RIPENER 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


The  plant  growth  regulator  Polado- 
L®  is  labeled  for  use  on  sugarcane  in 
Louisiana  as  a  ripener.  Data  accum- 
ulated during  extensive  field  testing  and 
subsequent  small  plot  testing  have 
shown  Polado-L®  to  be  an  effective 
management  tool  in  improving  the 
yield  of  commercially  recoverable 
sugar  per  acre  (CRS/A)  under  condi- 
tions that  exist  in  Louisiana,  particular- 
ly for  fields  scheduled  for  early  harvest. 
Unlike  the  old  Polado®  formulation, 
Polado-L®  is  a  liquid  and  contains  4 
lbs/gallon  of  the  active  ingredient. 
Polado-L®  will  be  the  only  sugarcane 
ripener  product  sold  in  1988. 

Growers  considering  the  use  of 
Polado-L®  should  follow  these  recom- 
mendations and/or  suggestions  for  max- 
imum response  in  CRS/A: 

1 .  It  is  important  that  you  follow  a 
harvest  schedule  by  varieties  known 
to  respond  to  the  Polado-L®  treat- 
ment. CP  72-370  should  be  harvested 
21  to  28  days  after  applying  Polado- 
L®CP  65-357,  CP  70-321,  CP  72-356, 
CP  74-383  and  CP  76-331  should  be 
harvested  at  35  days.  Preliminary 
data  suggest  that  CP  79-318  also  be 
harvested  at  35  days.  For  those 
varieties  other  than  CP  72-370  you 
may  want  to  harvest  in  the  following 
order  due  to  the  effect  of  Polado-L®  on 
mean  stalk  weight:  First,  CP  76-331, 
followed  by  CP  65-357,  CP  74-383,  CP 
79-318,  CP  72-356  and  last  CP  70-321. 
CP  76-331  appears  most  sensitive  and 
CP  70-321  least  sensitive  to  loss  of 
mean  stalk  weight  while  the  remain- 
ing varieties  fall  somewhere  in  be- 
tween   Harvesting    all    varieties 


beyond  42  days  will  result  in  a  loss 
of  sugar/acre  due  to  the  effects  of 
Polado-L®  on  stalk  weight. 

2 .  Apply  Polado-L®  according  to  the  new 
label.  Apply  6  to  14  fluid  ounces  of 
this  product  per  acre  21  to  35  days 
before  cutting  of  stubble  cane  in  5  or 
more  gallons  of  water  per  acre.  Note 
that  Polado-L®  can  be  applied  to 
all  stubble  crops  in  5  gallons 
water  per  acre.  It  is  still  not  labeled 
for  plant  cane  use.  Polado-L®  applied 
at  approximately  9.5  fluid  ounces 
would  equal  the  same  rate  as  applied 
with  the  dry  formulation  of  Polado® 
at  V2 lb/acre. 

3 .  Whenever  possible  use  a  flagger.  If 
cane  is  badly  lodged,  allow  cane 
enough  time  to  erect  itself  before  ap- 
plying Polado-L®Total  canopy  or  leaf 
coverage  is  essential. 

4 .  Treated  cane  should  be  harvested  pro- 
perly. Top  treated  cane  at  the  same 
height  that  you  normally  top  mature 
cane  in  mid-  to  late  harvest.  Most  of 
the  increase  in  sucrose  in  Polado-L® 
treated  cane  is  in  the  top  one-third  of 
the  stalk  and  growers  should  top  high 
enough  to  recover  all  the  increased 
sugar.  On  the  other  hand,  topping  too 
high,  as  in  the  leaf  whorl,  will  lower 
the  sucrose  of  the  stalk  and  create 
possible  milling  problems.  However, 
Polado-L®  is  recommended  for  short 
cane  that  can  not  be  topped  by  con- 
ventional harvesting  methods  since 
the  increased  sucrose  content  of  the 
stalk  will  offset  the  reduction  caused 
by  the  tops. 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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PRIME  3-ROW 

FEATURES 

•  IV2"  square  axles 

•  Heavy  Duty  greaseable  housings  w/4  triple  lip  seals 

•  Tapered  roller  bearings 

•  Quick  gang  pitch  and  angle  adjustment 

•  Blade  scrapers 

•  Reverse  gangs  to  destroy  cane  stubble 

•  Draw  up  rows  in  1  to  2  passes 

CONTACT 

SUNSHINE  EQUIP.  CO.  INC. 

Donaldsonville       504-473-9861 
Thibodaux  504-446-5061 

SWITZER  SALES  &  SERVICE  INC. 

2903  West  Main  Street 
Jeanerette,  La.    318-276-6384 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


USE  CLEAN  SEED  -  SEED  BED  PREPARATION 


If  you  as  a  grower  wish  to  continue 
to  survive  in  the  sugar  industry  then 
you  must  use  the  cleanest  seed  available 
of  each  variety  of  cane.  This  means 
using  progeny  of  either  heat  treated 
seed  or  kleentek  cane.  It  also  means  tak- 
ing every  available  precaution  to  avoid 
spreading  disease  into  your  clean  seed. 
Whether  you  choose  to  purchase 
Kleentek  or  provide  your  own  clean  seed 
through  heat  treatment  is  your  choice 
as  a  grower;  but  you  must  do  at  least 
one  of  these  two  and  you  must  try  to  do 
it  every  year. 

Ratoon  stunting  disease,  mosaic, 
smut  and  rust  are  the  main  diseases  in 
Louisiana  which  are  of  concern  at  this 
time.  RSD  and  mosaic  are  known  to 
cause  yield  losses  and  much  research 
has  shown  that  our  industry  losses 
money  every  year  from  these  two 
diseases.  Smut,  rust,  and  other  diseases 
are  still  important  but  with  our  variety 
tolerance,  industry-wide  economic  losses 
have  not  been  measured. 

Yield  tests  conducted  on  Kleentek 
cane  through  this  year  have  shown  that 
it  yields  as  well  as  good  heat  treated 
cane  and  in  some  individual  tests  have 
yielded  better.  Generally,  yields  of  cane 
tonnage  have  been  higher  in  Kleentek 
cane  over  regular  cane;  however,  sugar 
per  ton  has  generally  been  somewhat 
lower.  The  resulting  sugar  per  acre  in 
an  average  of  all  outfield  tests  has  been 
the  same  for  Kleentek  and  heat  treated 
CP  65-357.  Kleentek  is  available 
through  representatives  of  Crop 
Genetics  International.  These  represent- 
atives can  discuss  with  you  the  advan- 
tages they  feel  their  product  can  offer 
the  industry. 

Heat  treatment  for  the  control  of 


RSD,  and  in  particular  hot  water  treat- 
ment, has  been  recommended  for  a  long 
time.  Considerable  research  has  been 
done  on  this  process  by  researchers  at 
both  LSU  and  USDA.  Dr.  G.T.A.  Benda, 
recently  retired  from  the  USDA  has 
done  the  most  research  in  Louisiana  on 
the  hot  water  treatment  method  and  has 
worked  out  a  system  for  handling,  which 
when  followed  can  result  in  adequate 
stands  of  treated  cane.  These  recommen- 
dations are  available  through  the  Lou- 
isiana Cooperative  Extension  Service 
and  should  be  kept  in  an  important 
place  where  you  can  refer  to  them.  In- 
cluded with  the  recommendations  are  a 
list  of  a  dozen  or  so  items  which  should 
be  followed  as  closely  as  possible. 
Results  from  growers  over  the  years  in- 
dicate that  the  more  of  these  items  you 
follow,  the  better  are  your  chances  of  ob- 
taining a  good  stand.  The  more  of  these 
items  that  you  do  not  follow,  the  better 
are  your  chances  of  a  poor  stand 
resulting.  The  heat  treatment  process  is 
a  tough  treatment  for  cane  to  survive, 
so  growers  should  not  expect  a  perfect 
stand  from  heat  treated  cane.  This  is 
simply  one  of  the  costs  that  one  must  in- 
cur in  obtaining  seed  cane  that  is  free 
of  RSD. 

Some  varieties  withstand  the  hot 
water  treatment  process  better  than 
others  at  various  times  of  the  year.  CP 
74-383,  CP  72-356  and  CP  72-370  can  be 
treated  starting  the  last  week  of  August 
and  continued  through  early  October. 
CP  70-321  can  be  treated  any  time  dur- 
ing September  and  into  early  October. 
CP  65-357  and  CP  76-331  should  not  be 
heat  treated  until  after  September  10. 
Treatment  times  and  temperatures  are 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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listed  in  the  heat  treatment  recommen- 
dations for  either  the  hot  water  method, 
the  hot  air  method  or  the  aerated  steam 
method.  Most  of  the  industry  now  uses 
the  hot  water  method. 

To  be  successful  at  heat  treatment 
the  following  suggestions  should  be 
followed  as  closely  as  possible. 

Use  first  stubble  cane  and  cane 
that  has  previously  been  heat 
treated  if  possible.  Do  not  leave 
tops  on  the  cane  because  they  are 
immature.  Allow  the  cane  to  re- 
main on  the  heap  for  at  least  one 
day,  preferable  two,  but  not  over 
five  days  before  heat  treating. 
Allow  the  cane  to  cool  immediate- 
ly after  heat  treatment.  Plant  the 
cane  as  soon  as  possible  after 
treating,  even  if  the  cane  cannot  be 
covered  right  away.  If  the  cane 
cannot  be  planted,  then  keep  it 
from  drying  out  while  avoiding  too 
much  moisture.  When  covering  the 
cane,  only  cover  with  2  inches  of 
well  prepared  soil.  As  soon  as  the 
cane  germinates  and  is  up  to  a 
good  stand,  add  2  additional  inches 
of  soil.  Since  heat  treating  hastens 
germination,  the  heat  treated  cane 
should  germinate  quicker  than 
non  heat  treated  cane.  Follow  the 
recommended  weed  control  pro- 
gram described  in  the  weed  control 
recommendations  distributed  by 
the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service. 

In  order  to  have  a  successful  clean 
seed  program,  growers  should  do  all 
they  can  to  protect  the  seed  cane  from 
reinfection  from  the  RSD  bacteria. 
Cleaning  the  cane  harvester  of  all  plant 


material  not  only  reduces  the  chance  of 
cane  mixtures  but  may  also  reduce  the 
spread  of  the  bacteria  which  causes 
RSD.  Spraying  the  cutter  blades  and  the 
chains  with  steam  or  a  5%  lysol  mixture 
can  help.  Minimally,  growers  should  at- 
tempt to  cut  their  clean  seed  first  before 
the  harvester  has  had  a  chance  to  pick 
up  the  bacteria.  These  recommendations 
are  important  to  follow  whether  you  are 
using  Kleentek  or  heat  treated  seed.  In 
either  method,  a  lot  of  money  has  been 
invested  and  it  would  be  wise  to  make 
these  efforts  pay  off  as  efficiently  as 
possible. 


SEED  BED  PREPARATION 

Whether  discussing  the  planting  of 
heat  treated  seed  or  regular  planting,  it 
is  extremely  inefficient  to  plant  cane  in 
soil  that  is  not  prepared  as  well  as  it 
should  be.  When  one  considers  that 
maximum  yields  could  result  for  three 
harvests  because  of  the  proper  attention 
applied  in  seed  bed  preparation,  plant- 
ing efficiency  becomes  even  more  impor- 
tant. The  rains  that  are  currently  fall- 
ing across  the  belt  are  interfering  with 
good  seed  bed  preparation.  Growers  are 
wise  to  spray  herbicides  over  thick  grass 
cover  before  attempting  to  work  the 
grass  under.  Heavy  grass  in  the  worked 
row  makes  for  poor  row  opening  and 
even  poorer  row  covering.  Take  the  time 
to  do  the  job  right  and  the  results  can 
pay  off  for  the  next  crop  cycle. 

As  discussed  in  an  earlier  article, 
growers  in  this  industry  can  not  afford 
to  do  anything  that  is  not  efficient.  All 
of  the  practices  that  you  follow  should 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

New,  Used,  and  Rebuilt 

Hi-crop  and  Row-crop 

Tractor  parts 

We  buy  used  tractors  and 

Farm  Equipment  in  any 

condition. 

We  buy  salvage  tractors 
for  cash. 

Jeanerette,  Louisiana 
318-276-3453 


FOR  SALE 

1-1974  Barko  140  Transloader 

6  — 1974  Rodrigue  6  ton 

Transloader  Wagon 

All  in  Excellent  Condition 

CALL 

Robert  Boudreaux 
(504)  473-1030 

or 

Mike  Boudreaux 
(504)  473-1919 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  9) 

be  the  best  job  that  can  be  done  under 
the  weather  conditions  that  exist.  There 
is  simply  no  excuse  for  sloppy  work. 


Late  Note: 

TROPICAL  STORM  BERYL 

Between  6-8"  of  rain  was  recorded 
over  August  8-10,  1988  when  tropical 
storm  Beryl  threatened  Southeast  Lou- 
isiana with  40-50  mph  winds.  More 
details  will  be  presented  in  a  later 
bulletin  article. 
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Sugarcane  Ripener 
Recommendations 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

5.  Avoid  drift  of  Polado-L®  to  non-target 
cane,  particularly  cane  to  be  used  for 
seed.  Polado  treated  cane  cannot  be 
used  for  seed.  Doing  so  will  result  in 
very  poor  stands. 

6.  Do  not  expect  miracles  with  the  use 
of  this  product.  Research  has  in- 
dicated the  Polado-L®  under  ideal  cir- 
cumstances will  increase  the  yield  of 
CRS/A  by  approximately  7-10  percent 
for  responding  varieties  in  most 
years.  Weather  conditions  and  cane 
growth  have  a  dramatic  effect  on  the 
expression  of  results.  One  must  con- 
sider what  one  might  have  obtained 
under  natural  ripening  conditions 
then  compare  the  difference  between 
treated  and  untreated  cane. 


FOR 
SALE 


THOMPSON  HARVESTER 
GOOD  CONDITION 


(504)  446-6962 


NEW  7610  FORD 

•  86  PTO  hp. 

•  4-Wheel  Drive 

•  13.6/38  R2  Front  &  Rear 

•  4435  Lbs.  Lift  Cap. 

•  540/1000  Ind.  PTO 

•  31 .2  in  Draw  Bar  Clearance 

•  3  Row  Cultivation 

•  Drain  Cleaning  — 
Cane  Hauling 

All  Purpose  Cane  Tractor 


Financing 
Available 


Ford 
Credit 


rs 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 


Baton  Rouge 
504-355-7716 

Telex  784032 


Houma 
504-876-2280 


Lafayette 
318-837-2763 


FORD 


l\EWHOLLAND 


FAX  872-9596 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  5) 


growers  but  for  many  other  related  in- 
dustries, it  means  better  schools  and 
hospitals  and  better  community  services 
for  many  Americans. 

A  second  panel  on  "The  Sugar  Situa- 
tion: Views  from  Abroad"  was 
moderated  by  Tom  Kay,  Administrator 
of  USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
Panelists  included  representatives  from 
Australia,  the  European  Community, 
the  Organization  of  American  States, 
and  the  U.S.  State  Department.  The 
group  also  heard  remarks  from  Senator 
Richard  Lugar  (R-IN),  Ranking 
Republican  on  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee,  Congressman  Kika  de  la 
Garza  (D-TX),  Chairman  of  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee,  and  House  Ma- 
jority Leader  Tom  Foley  (D-WA).  Ap- 
proximately 30  League  members  from 
Louisiana  attended  the  three-day 
meeting. 

CONFERENCE  COMMITTEE 

AGREES  ON  DROUGHT 

RELIEF  BILL 

A  House  and  Senate  conference  com- 
mittee completed  its  work  on  a  drought 
relief  package  August  4.  Conferees  had 
been  appointed  to  work  out  the  dif- 
ferences in  the  nearly  identical  bills 
passed  by  the  House  and  Senate  in  late 
July.  The  conference  agreement  must  be 
approved  by  both  Chambers  and  then 
sent  to  the  President  for  his  signature. 

Under  the  agreement,  farmers  will 
be  eligible  for  payments  equal  to  65%  of 
target  price  on  crop  production  losses  ex- 
ceeding 35%  of  farm  program  payment 
yield  on  permitted  acreage.  Farmers 
with  losses  of  90  percent  or  more  would 
get  additional  disaster  aid.  Payments  for 
sugarcane,  sugar  beets,  peanuts  and 


tobacco  will  be  65%  of  the  1988  price 
support  level.  For  soybeans  and  other 
non-program  crops,  payment  will  be 
65%  of  average  producer  market  price 
for  last  five  years.  Disaster  aid  recip- 
ients would  be  required  to  purchase 
federal  crop  insurance  in  1989.  There 
will  be  a  $50,000  limit  on  feed  assistance 
and  $100,000  limit  on  combination  of 
benefits  for  crop  losses  and  livestock 
disaster  assistance.  The  conferees 
agreed  to  retain  a  provision  increasing 
dairy  price  supports  for  three  months 
next  year,  but  agreed  to  drop  a  provision 
that  would  have  given  federal  feed 
assistance  to  any  producer  of  livestock 
whether  they  had  suffered  crop  losses  or 
not.  Feed  assistance  will  be  available  on- 
ly to  livestock  producers  who  grow  their 
own  feed.  They  also  agreed  to  make  a 
plan  to  provide  low-cost  federally  owned 
corn  to  ethanol  fuel  producers  discre- 
tionary instead  of  mandatory. 

It  is  expected  that  Congress  will  vote 
on  the  conference  report  and  send  the 
bill  to  the  President  prior  to  recessing 
for  the  Republican  convention  on 
August  11. 

TRADE  BILL  RECEIVES  FINAL 
APPROVAL  IN  CONGRESS 

The  Senate  passed  the  omnibus 
trade  bill  August  3  by  a  vote  of  85  to  11. 
The  House  approved  an  identical  bill  in 
July,  and  President  Reagan  said  he  will 
sign  the  measure  which  he  said  would 
"strengthen  America's  international 
competitiveness . ' ' 
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Keep  your  cane  fields  clean  all 
the  way  to  spring. 


Spray  SlNBART  at  planting. 


Weed?  can  consume  a  lot  of  moisture 
and  soil  nutrients  from  your  fields  over 
the  winter  months. 

Moisture  and  nutrients  your  young 
cane  will  need  to  grow  on  next  spring. 

That's  why  you  should  apply 
DuPont  Sinbar®  herbicide  at  planting 
time. 

Because  Sinbar  will  control  seed- 
ling johnsongrass  and  most  other 
annual  grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds. 
Control  them  right  up  to  the  time  spring 
weather  lets  you  get  in  to  off-bar. 

Sinbar  helps  your  cane  get  off  to 
the  clean,  healthy  start  it  needs  for  top 
yields  at  harvest. 


If  you're  planting  a  sensitive  variety, 
like  48-103,  apply  DuPont  LEXONE®  DF 
herbicide. 

Because  Lexone  DF  will  give  you 
the  effective  weed  control  you  want, 
without  risk  of  crop  injury.  The  dry- 
flowable  DF  formulation  means  no 
rinsing  and  no  waste. 

With  any  chemical,  follow  labeling  instructions  and 
warnings  carefully. 


BEPU 


©  1988  E.  1.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  and  Company  (Inc.) 


SUGARCANE  VARIETY 
RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1988 


The  following  recommendations  are 
based  on  results  obtained  from  research 
conducted  on  sugarcane  by  personnel  of 
the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research 
Unit,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League.  The  seven  varieties 
recommended  for  planting  during  1988 
are  CP  70-321,  CP  74-383,  CP  65-357, 
CP  72-370,  CP  76-331,  CP  72-356,  and 
CP  79-318.  The  variety  CP  79-318  was 
released  for  commercial  production  dur- 
ing 1987.  Growers  are  advised  to  in- 
crease the  variety. 

All  the  above  mentioned  varieties  are 
damaged  by  ratoon  stunting  disease 
(RSD)  and  should  be  heat  treated  for  the 
control  of  this  disease. 

VARIETY  REACTION  TO  SMUT 

Smut  has  been  reported  in  all  major 
areas  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 
High  levels  of  smut  have  been  reported 
at  some  locations,  and  yield  reductions 
from  the  disease  may  be  experienced  in 
fields  which  have  a  high  incidence  of  the 
disease.  The  varieties  CP  70-321,  CP 
72-370  and  CP  72-356  have  resistance  to 
smut.  The  variety  CP  79-318  is 
moderately  resistant.  The  varieties  CP 
65-357,  CP  74-383  and  CP  76-331  are 
susceptible  to  the  disease.  CP  73-351 
and  NCo  310  are  highly  susceptible  to 
smut  and  high  levels  of  infection  have 
been  found  in  these  two  varieties. 
Growers  are  advised  not  to  plant  CP 
73-351  and  NCo  310  so  that  the  amount 
and  spread  of  smut  in  the  industry  can 
be  kept  as  low  as  possible.  This  should 
permit  the  continued  use  of  susceptible 
varieties  like  CP  65-357,  CP  74-383  and 
CP  76-331. 

Cane  to  be  used  for  seed  should  con- 


tain less  than  two  percent  smut-infected 
stools  should  be  rogued.  Cane  of  any 
variety  containing  over  two  percent 
smut-infected  stools  should  be  avoided 
as  a  seed  source. 

Relative  reaction  of  varieties  to 
smut  disease  under  Louisiana  condi- 
tions (1981-88). 


Resistant 


Resistant 
Moderately 


Susceptible 


CP  70-321 

CP  79-318 

CP  65-357 

CP  72-356 

CP  74-383 

CP  72-370 

CP  76-331 

1988  PLANTINGS 

Varieties  recommended  for  planting 
during  1988  are  CP  70-321,  CP  74-383, 
CP  65-357,  CP  72-370,  CP  76-331,  CP 
72-356,  and  CP  79-318. 

CP  70-321  is  the  leading  commercial 
variety  occupying  43%  of  the  acreage  in 
Louisiana.  CP  70-321  outyielded  CP 
65-357  in  sugar  per  acre  in  first  stubble 
and  second  stubble  outfield  experiments 
on  light  soils.  It  is  resistant  to  smut  and 
is  playing  an  important  role  in  com- 
bating the  disease.  CP  70-321  is  resis- 
tant to  sugarcane  borer  and  has  good 
stalk  cold  tolerance.  CP  70-321  tends  to 
lodge  more  than  CP  65-357,  and  growers 
have  problems  harvesting  the  variety 
when  it  is  lodged. 

CP  74-383  outyielded  CP  70-321  in 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  but  was  equal  in 
sugar  per  acre  in  stubble  outfield  ex- 
periments on  light  soils  during  1987. 
The  variety  has  good  erectness,  very 
good  stubbling  ability  and  consistently 
produces  high  cane  tonnage  yields  and 
sugar  per  acre.  The  disadvantages  of  CP 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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Sugarcane  Variety  Recommendations 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


74-383  are  its  moderate  to  low  yield  of 
sugar  per  ton,  inconsistent  plant  cane 
stands,  and  its  susceptibility  to  the 
sugarcane  borer.  It  should  not  be 
planted  where  insecticides  cannot  or 
will  not  be  applied. 

CP  65-357  has  been  one  of  the  best 
accepted  varieties  released  for  commer- 
cial planting  in  Louisiana  and  led  the 
state  in  acreage  from  1977  to  1984,  in- 
clusive. It  has  increased  in  acreage  for 
1988  by  3  percent,  to  25  percent,  pro- 
bably due  to  increased  plantings  of 
tissue  culture  produced  cane.  CP  65-357 
is  well  adapted  to  mechanical 
harvesting,  matures  early  and  ac- 
cumulates sucrose  until  a  killing  freeze 
occurs.  It  is  moderately  resistant  to  the 
sugarcane  borer,  but  susceptible  to  smut 
and  has  above  average  stalk  cold 
tolerance.  However,  CP  65-357  was 
lower  than  most  commercial  varieties  in 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  acre 
in  stubble  replicated  outfield  ex- 
periments in  1987. 

CP  72-370  is  an  early  maturing 
variety  which  is  well  adapted  to 
mechanical  harvesting  and  has  good 
resistance  to  smut.  The  outfield  yields 
of  CP  72-370  are  similar  to  those  of  CP 
70-321.  The  variety  appears  to  do  well 
in  heavy  soils.  It  is  moderately  resistant 
to  the  sugarcane  borer.  It  can  be  dam- 
aged by  late  application  of  Asulox  (after 
May  15). 

CP  76-331  was  higher  than  CP 
70-321  in  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  in  plant 
cane  and  second  stubble  experiments  on 
light  soil.  An  advantage  of  CP  76-331  is 
its  relatively  early  and  high  sucrose  con- 
tent. It  was  higher  than  CP  70-321  in 
sugar  per  ton  in  plant  cane  and  stubble 
crops  during  1987.  The  variety  is  highly 
resistant  to  spread  of  sugarcane  mosaic, 


but  has  shown  susceptibility  to  smut.  CP 
76-331  is  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane 
borer  and  should  not  be  planted  if  in- 
secticides cannot  or  will  not  be  applied. 
Some  growers  have  experienced  difficul- 
ty in  harvesting  lodged  cane  due  to  brit- 
tleness  of  the  variety. 

CP  72-356  is  a  strong  stubbling 
variety  which  is  resistant  to  smut,  but 
susceptible  to  mosaic.  CP  72-356  is  very 
brittle  and  severe  breakage  will  occur  in 
moderate  to  high  winds  normally 
associated  with  thunderstorms  and  hur- 
ricanes in  late  summer  or  early  fall.  It 
is  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer  and 
should  not  be  planted  where  insecticides 
cannot  or  will  not  be  applied. 

NEW  VARIETY  STATUS 

It  is  recommended  that  growers  in- 
crease seedcane  of  CP  79-318  which  was 
released  and  distributed  in  the  fall  of 
1987.  In  1987,  outfield  variety  tests  of 
CP  79-318  was  equal  to  CP  70-321  in 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  acre. 
CP  79-318  is  an  early  maturing  variety 
with  good  stubbling  ability,  and  is 
moderately  resistant  to  smut  and  the 
sugarcane  borer.  Some  growers  have  ex- 
perienced difficulty  when  harvesting 
lodged  CP  79-318  due  to  its  brittleness. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

USDA  released  its  latest  Crop  Pro- 
duction Report  August  11  predicting 
that  drought  and  heat  damage  so  far 
this  summer  will  reduce  U.S.  grain  pro- 
duction by  about  31  percent.  However, 
USDA  officials  said  that  despite  massive 
crop  damage  grain  supplies  will  meet 
domestic  and  export  needs  and  that  con- 
sumer prices  will  increase  only  slight- 
ly. The  previous  report  in  July  had  pro- 
jected losses  of  24  percent.  The  corn  crop 
is  estimated  to  decrease  37  percent 
below  last  year's  level,  and  soybeans  are 
projected  to  fall  23  percent.  Peanut,  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  sugarcane  production 
is  expected  to  exceed  last  year's  level. 

Sugarbeet  production  is  forecast  at 
25.7  million  tons,  8  percent  lower  than 
the  1987  output.  The  smaller  production 
is  the  result  of  reduced  yields  which  are 


FOR  SALE 

1  —  1974  Barko  140  Transloader 

6  — 1974  Rodrigue  6  ton 

Transloader  Wagon 

All  in  Excellent  Condition 

CALL 

Robert  Boudreaux 
(504)  473-1030 

or 

Mike  Boudreaux 
(504)  473-1919 


only  partially  offset  by  an  increase  in 
acreage  from  a  year  ago.  The  expected 
area  for  harvest  is  1.30  million  acres,  up 
4  percent  from  last  year.  Average  yield 
is  forecast  at  19.9  tons  per  acre,  2.4  tons 
below  that  harvested  a  year  earlier. 

Sugarcane  production  for  sugar  and 
seed  in  1988  is  forecast  at  31.1  million 
tons,  an  increase  of  6  percent  from  last 
year.  The  area  for  harvest  is  expected 
total  841,000  acres,  an  increase  of  2  per- 
cent from  1987.  Yield  is  forecast  at  37.0 
tons  per  acre,  up  1.5  tons  from  a  year 
earlier.  In  Louisiana,  USDA  projects  the 
total  acreage  for  harvest  for  sugar  and 
seed  to  be  300,000  acres.  The  League 
estimates  that  285,000  acres  will  be 
harvested  for  sugar  (does  not  include 
seed).  USDA  estimates  the  yield  in  Lou- 
isiana will  be  26  gross  tons  per  acre, 
and  production  is  forecast  at  780,000 
tons  for  sugar  and  seed. 

Sugarbeet  and  sugarcane  estimates 
by  state  are  as  follows: 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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PRIME  3-ROW 

FEATURES 

•  IV2"  square  axles 

•  Heavy  Duty  greaseable  housings  w/4  triple  lip  seals 

•  Tapered  roller  bearings 

•  Quick  gang  pitch  and  angle  adjustment 

•  Blade  scrapers 

•  Reverse  gangs  to  destroy  cane  stubble 

•  Draw  up  rows  in  1  to  2  passes 


CONTACT 

SUNSHINE  EQUIP.  CO.  INC. 

Donaldsonville       504-473-9861 
Thibodaux  504-446-5061 

SWITZER  SALES  &  SERVICE  INC. 

2903  West  Main  Street 
Jeanerette,  La.    318-276-6384 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


VARIETIES  TO  PLANT  -  TROPICAL  STORM  BERYL  -  LOSS  OF  AZODRIN 


The  variety  recommendations 
prepared  and  distributed  by  the  Lou- 
isiana Cooperative  Extension  Service 
can  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of 
the  Bulletin.  These  recommendations 
clearly  spell  out  the  good  and  bad  points 
about  each  of  the  seven  varieties  that 
are  on  the  recommended  list.  These 
recommendations  are  based  on  data 
compiled  by  researchers  from  USDA- 
ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Louisi- 
ana Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 
and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 
Grower  acceptance  of  the  varieties,  what 
scientists  call  specific  adaptability,  and 
comments  are  also  taken  into  account 
when  these  recommendations  are 
written. 

Based  on  the  variety  census  for  the 
1988  crop,  the  two  leading  varieties,  CP 
70-321  and  CP  65-357  occupy  60  to  70% 
of  the  cane  acreage  in  the  state.  Outfield 
test  yields  and  yields  obtained  by  those 
growers  who  have  been  in  a  good  heat 
treatment  program  support  the  con- 
tinued large  share  of  the  state  acreage 
planted  to  these  two  canes.  Both 
varieties  are  extremely  susceptible  to 
RSD.  HIGH  QUALITY  SEED,  FREE 
OF  RSD  IS  AN  ABSOLUTE  MUST  IF 
THESE  TWO  VARIETIES  ARE  TO  BE 
GROWN.  In  some  areas,  such  as 
Lafourche  Parish,  CP  65-357  is  still  the 
leading  variety  in  acreage.  However,  in 
most  of  the  rest  of  the  belt.  CP  70-321 
leads  in  state  acreage. 

All  the  recommended  varieties  have 
some  problems.  In  most  cases  growers 
have  already  experienced  these  pro- 
blems and  are  well  aware  of  each  varie- 
ty's shortcomings.  Growers  should  at- 
tempt to  minimize  the  problems  of  all 
varieties  by  taking  advantage  of  each 


variety's  strong  points.  Each  of  the 
varieties  now  recommended  have  a 
place  in  the  overall  variety  picture  and 
should  be  used  where  applicable. 

CP  72-356,  although  the  best  stub- 
bling  cane  recommended,  has  never 
toughened  up  enough  to  harvest 
satisfactorily  or  avoid  loss  of  tops  in  high 
winds.  For  these  reasons  along  with 
declining  yields  probably  due  to  a 
buildup  of  mosaic  in  this  variety, 
acreage  has  not  been  maintained. 

CP  72-370  has  found  a  home  on 
roughly  10%  of  the  state's  acreage. 
Because  of  it's  early  maturity,  many 
growers  have  found  its  use  adaptable  to 
heavy  soils  which  makes  it  an  excellent 
cane  for  the  first  few  weeks  of  the 
harvest  season.  However,  overall  yields, 
intolerance  to  herbicides  (especially  late 
applications  of  Asulox),  along  with  its 
inability  to  fight  grass  because  of  its 
canopy  have  limited  its  acreage. 

CP  74-383  has  yielded  well  in  out- 
field tests,  in  sugar  per  acre.  However, 
its  yield  comes  from  tonnage  as  its  sugar 
per  ton  is  on  the  low  side.  Under  lodged 
conditions,  some  growers  find  that  the 
sugar  per  ton  in  CP  74-383  compares 
favorably  with  the  higher  sugar 
varieties.  This  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  is 
due  to  the  erectness  and  good  harvest- 
ability  of  this  cane  as  compared  to  CP 
70-321.  CP  74-383  generally  produces 
good  stubble  yields.  Its  biggest  problem 
has  generally  been  in  trying  to  establish 
a  good  planting.  Oftentimes,  good  stands 
are  seen  in  the  fall  but  the  cane  does  not 
come  back  in  the  spring.  This  is  often 
true  in  early  planted  cane  and  therefore 
CP  74-383  should  be  planted  later  in  the 
season  when  possible. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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2ND  ANNUAL  SUGAR  AND  SPICE  FESTIVAL 

September  18, 1988  11:00  A.M.  -  6:00  P.M. 
Thibodaux  Civic  Center 

Sponsored  by  Thibodaux  Chamber  of  Commerce 

to  Promote  and  Salute 

The  Sugar  Industry 

1.  Cookoff  Contest  in  eight  categories.  Recipes  must  contain  sugar. 
Recipes  must  be  submitted  by  August  15,  1988.  Call  Debbie  Melvin  at  446-1316 
for  rules  and  details. 

2.  Festival  Queen's  Pageant  —  Two  divisions 

Little  Sugar  &  Spice  Festival  Queen  —  6-9  years  old 
Sugar  &  Spice  Festival  Queen  —  16  years  and  up 
Entries  must  be  submitted  by  September  11,  1988. 
Call  Wendy  Fremin  at  446-8617  for  rules  and  details. 

3.  Sugarcane  Variety  Contest  —  Open  to  all  producers.  Entries  must  be  sub- 
mitted by  September  14,  1988.  Contact  Lenny  Waguespack  at  447-3166  for 
rules  and  details. 

Awards  presented  to  all  winners  in  all  contests. 

Call  446-1187  if  unable  to  reach  the  above  numbers 


PATRONIZE  THE 

ADVERTISERS 

WHO 

PATRONIZE 

THE 

SUGAR 

BULLETIN 

SEPTEMBER  1,  1988 


Sugarcane  Variety  Recommendations 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


VARIETY 

Varietal 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

CP 

Characteristics 

65-357 

70-321 

72-356 

72-370 

74-383 

76-331 

79-318 

Harvestability 

G 

MP 

MP 

G 

G 

G-M 

G-M 

Erectness 

G 

P 

G 

G 

G 

M 

G 

Brittleness 

G 

M 

P 

G 

G 

M 

MP 

Sucrose 

G 

G 

M 

G 

M 

VG 

G 

Maturity 

E 

E 

M 

E 

M 

E 

E 

Fiber 

M 

G 

G 

M 

G 

M 

M 

Tonnage 

G 

G 

G 

M 

VG 

G 

G 

Stubbling 

M 

M 

VG 

M 

VG 

G 

G 

Borer  Resistance 

M 

R 

S 

M 

S 

S 

M 

Smut  Resistance 

S 

R 

R 

R 

s 

s 

MR 

Mosaic  Resistance 

S 

M 

S 

S 

M 

R 

M 

RSD  Tolerance 

M 

P 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

Rust  Resistance 

R 

R 

R 

R 

M 

R 

R 

Cold  Tolerance 

G 

VG 

P 

M 

M 

M 

M 

Herbicide  Tolerance 

G 

G 

G 

MP 

G 

G 

G 

Shading 

G 

G 

G 

P 

G 

G 

G 

Soil  Type 

All 

LS 

All 

All 

All 

All 

All 

VG  =  Very  Good 

G     =  Good 

M      =  Moderate,  Medium 


R     =  Resistant 

S      =  Susceptible 

MS  =  Moderately  Susceptible 


LS  *=  Light  Soil 
HS  =  Heavy  Soil 
All  =  All  Soil  Types 


Get  a  jump  on  tomorrow, 
save  today. 


Take  stock  in  America 

with  higher  paying  U.S.  Savings  Bonds* 
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THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Mailing  List  Update 

□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

D  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip. 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA.  70302 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached. 


FOR  THE 
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and 

FARM 
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READ 

and 
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(Continued  from  page  6) 


SUGARBEETS  1/ 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1987 

1988 

1987 

1988 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

215.0 

212.0 

27.7 

27.0 

4,832 

5,956 

5,724 

COLO 

37.0 

38.5 

21.7 

21.0 

889 

803 

809 

IDAHO 

162.0 

166.0 

26.4 

24.5 

4,112 

4,277 

4,067 

MICH 

142.0 

147.0 

20.5 

19.0 

2,288 

2,911 

2,793 

MINN 

310.0 

330.0 

20.0 

15.0 

5,194 

6,200 

4,950 

MONT 

48.9 

49.0 

22.2 

21.5 

1,016 

1,086 

1,054 

NEBR 

60.2 

62.6 

18.3 

20.5 

1,387 

1,102 

1,283 

NMEX 

.2 

.4 

10.0 

20.0 

2/ 

2 

8 

NDAK 

161.3 

172.0 

19.6 

15.0 

2,932 

3,161 

2,580 

OHIO 

16.2 

14.8 

16.6 

16.5 

309 

269 

244 

OREG 

13.7 

14.0 

30.8 

30.0 

374 

422 

420 

TEX 

31.5 

33.0 

19.7 

21.0 

829 

621 

693 

WYO 

53.4 

56.3 

21.1 

19.5 

1,000 

1,127 

1,098 

US 

1,251.4 

1,295.6 

22.3 

19.9 

25,162 

27,937 

25,723 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  SPRING  PLANTED 
BEETS  OVERWINTERED  IN  CALIF.    2/  NOT  ESTIMATED. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1987 

1988 

1987 

1988 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

FLA 

417.0        420.0 

32.3           33.0 

13,446       13,469       13,860 

HAW 

86.5           88.0 

94.7           96.5 

8,587         8,195         8,492 

LA 

285.0         300.0 

22.7           26.0 

7,371         6,469         7,800 

TEX 

35.1           33.2 

30.9          29.0 

907         1,085            963 

US 

823.6         841.2 

35.5            37.0 

30,311       29,218      31,115 

CROP  PRODUCTION 
AUGUST  1988 


A-26 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
NASS,  USDA 


(Continued  on  page  13) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  12) 


PRESIDENT  SIGNS 
DROUGHT  RELIEF  BILL 

President  Reagan  signed  a  $3.9 
billion  drought  relief  package  August  11 
following  House  and  Senate  approval 
earlier  that  week.  The  package  provides 
disaster  benefits  for  all  producers  who 
suffered  losses  in  1988  due  to  drought, 
hail,  excessive  moisture  or  related  con- 
ditions. For  sugarcane  and  sugarbeet 
producers,  disaster  payments  would  be 
made  at  a  rate  equal  to  65  percent  of  the 
1988  price  support  level.  Also,  if  a  pro- 
ducer is  unable  to  process  the  crop  into 
sugar  due  to  the  inability  of  local  pro- 
cessing plants  to  process  sugar  as  a 
result  of  the  drought,  the  producer 
would  be  eligible  for  disaster  payments 


on  that  portion.  There  is  a  $100,000  cap 
on  benefits  for  each  individual.  The  law 
bars  benefits  for  those  with  $2  million 
or  more  a  year  in  gross  farm  income. 
Disaster  aid  recipients  would  be  re- 
quired to  purchase  federal  crop  in- 
surance in  1989. 


SUGAR  COMSUMPTION 

Preliminary  data  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  indicate  an 
increase  in  U.S.  sugar  consumption.  Ac- 
cording to  USDA's  Sugar  Market 
Statistics  report  released  August  17, 
sugar  consumption  for  the  first  half  of 
1988  totaled  3.9  million  short  tons,  raw 
value,  up  1  percent  from  last  year. 


NEW  7610  FORD 

•  86  PTO  hp. 

•  4-Wheel  Drive 

•  13.6/38  R2  Front  &  Rear 

•  4435  Lbs.  Lift  Cap. 

•  540/1000  Ind.  PTO 

•  31 .2  in  Draw  Bar  Clearance 

•  3  Row  Cultivation 

•  Drain  Cleaning  — 
Cane  Hauling 

All  Purpose  Cane  Tractor 


Financing 
Available 


Ford 
Credit 


(B 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 


Baton  Rouge 
504-355-7716 

Telex  784032 


Houma 
504-876-2280 


Lafayette 
318-837-2763 


FAX  872-9596 


'  FORD 


l\EW  HOLLAAD 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


In  outfield  tests,  CP  76-331  has 
generally  been  the  highest  yielding 
variety  in  sugar  per  acre.  Because  of  the 
uncertainty  of  its  smut  susceptibility 
and  problems  with  harvestability  many 
growers  have  indicated  they  will  be 
reluctant  to  plant  more  than  a  token 
acreage  of  this  variety  until  they  can 
better  determine  its  true  potential. 

CP  79-318,  released  last  year  should 
be  replanted.  Yields  have  been  good; 
however,  some  problems  with  harvest- 
ability  have  been  experienced  in  lodged 
cane. 

An  additional  factor  that  growers 
should  try  to  keep  in  mind  as  they  plant 
cane  is  that  CP  72-356,  CP  74-383,  and 
CP  76-331  are  susceptible  to  the  sugar- 
cane borer.  They  should  not  be  planted 
in  areas  that  will  be  difficult  to  treat 
with  insecticides,  such  as  near  power 
lines,  subdivisions,  etc. 

The  variety  chart  at  the  end  of  the 
variety  recommendations  clearly  states 
the  status  of  each  variety  in  17  different 
categories.  This  chart  can  be  very  useful 
and  should  be  kept  on  file  for  your  later 
use. 

Planted  acreage  should  include  60  to 
70%  of  the  varieties  CP  70-321  and  CP 
65-357.  Very  little  acreage  should  be 
planted  to  CP  72-356.  Those  growers 
with  heavy  grass  pressure  should  be 
careful  about  expanding  CP  72-370.  CP 
76-331,  with  its  smut  and  harvestabili- 
ty problems  should  not  be  planted  exten- 
sively. Most  growers  do  not  have  very 
much  CP  79-318  to  plant.  This  leaves  CP 
74-383  to  carry  a  significant  part  of  the 
remaining  acreage. 

Tropical  Storm  Beryl 

Tropical  storm  Beryl  dropped  rains 
of  six  inches  or  more  on  some  parts  of 


the  cane  belt,  in  its  path  across  the 
southern  part  of  Louisiana.  However, 
other  reports  from  some  areas  indicated 
that  only  two  inches  of  rain  or  less  fell 
and  that  these  areas  remained  relative- 
ly dry  which  has  continued  to  hold  cane 
growth  down. 

Even  in  those  areas  where  extensive 
rains  fell,  lodging  was  not  seen,  pro- 
bably because  of  the  short  stature  of  the 
cane  in  1988.  Many  fields  with  these 
water  logged  conditions  appeared  to  be 
shook  up,  but  very  little  downed  cane 
was  seen  in  surveys  made  by  League 
Agronomists  Windell  Jackson  and  Her- 
man Waguespack,  Jr. 


LOSS  OF  AZODRIN 

DuPont  has  taken  steps  to  terminate 
the  Azodrin  registration  by  the  end  of 
the  1989  season  because  of  the  high  cost 
of  reregistering  Azodrin  under  EPA 
regulations.  Azodrin  has  been  said  to 
pose  a  risk  to  avian  (bird)  populations  in 
areas  where  the  chemical  is  used.  This 
issue  being  unresolved,  is  too  costly  for 
the  Company  to  solve  and  thus  the  pull 
back  of  the  registration  of  Azodrin.  As 
part  of  the  registration  termination,  the 
following  restrictions  will  apply  to 
Azodrin  sales  and  its  future  use: 

Azodrin  may  not  be  sold  or 
distributed  after  July  30,  1989. 

Azodrin  may  not  be  used  after 
September  30,  1989. 

Azodrin  will  be  recalled  for  any  re- 
maining supplies  prior  to  the  termina- 
tion of  its  registration  on  September  30, 
1989. 

This  chemical  has  been  useful  in 
controlling  infestations  of  the  sugarcane 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  14) 

borer  in  the  past.  Entomologists  at  the 
USDA  (Dr.  Bill  White)  and  LSU  (Dr. 
Gene  Reagan)  are  aware  of  this  and 
have  been  researching  other  chemicals 
for  use  in  this  industry. 


SUGAR 

BULLETIN 

WANT 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

New,  Used,  and  Rebuilt 

Hi-crop  and  Row-crop 

Tractor  parts 

We  buy  used  tractors  and 

Farm  Equipment  in  any 

condition. 

We  buy  salvage  tractors 
for  cash. 

Jeanerette,  Louisiana 
318-276-3453 


HYDROSTAT  REPAIR 

2  YEAR  WARRANTY 

Some  Exchange  Units  In  Stock 
24  Hour  Service  —  Minimum  Down  Time 


Cenla  Hydraulics 

Gosserand  Lane 
New  Roads,  Louisiana 


504-638-3582 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonvffle,  LA  70390 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

COMMERCIAL  BANK  &  TRUST  COMPANY 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

DEEP  SOUTH  CO-OP.  ASSN.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  1066  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

11th  Floor  Fidelity  Homestead  Bldg. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

IN  DONALDSONVILLE 

P.O.  BOX  108        Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

FREEPORT  SULPHUR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  61520         New  Orleans,  LA  70161 

Manard  Molasses  Division 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

700  Whitney  Building 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 


JACKSON  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

SELF  INSURANCE,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1149 

New  Iberia,  LA  70561-1149 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Grouj 

FARM  CREDIT  SERVICES 

P.O.  Box  667 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  7016( 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMPSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  7030: 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

RAYNE  STATE  BANK 

AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  129 

Rayne,  LA.  70578 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 
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